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Storms cause $14 million 
damage to Palestiman agriculture 

JERICHO (AFP) Roods after massive rains last 
week caused damage to the Palestinian agricultural 
sector valued at more than $14 mUlion, the agriculture 
mimster said, quoted by the press on Friday. Most of 
the damage came in Jericho in the West Bank and the 
areas of Khan Yorniis, Rafah and Deir Balah in the 
southern Gaza Strip, said Abdul Jawad Saleh. He said 
the damage totalled $14.5 milUon. TTie stoms, which 
killed six people in Israel, also destroyed over 50 
homes in Palestiman refugee camps around Jericho. 
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Germany not convinced 
Iran holding missing airman 

TEL AVIV (AP) — After years of investigations, 
Germany is not convinced that Iran is holding mining 
Israeli airman Ron Arad, a newspaper report^ Friday. 
The daily Yedioi Ahronot quoted Gernian Foreign 
Minister Klaus ICinkel as saying in a private conver- 
sation that although he planned to continue efforts to 
find Arad, he did not think the missing serviceman 
was in Iran. Mr. ICinkel. according to Yediot, said that 
if Iran had been holding Arad they would have already 
used the Israeli airman as a bargaining chip. Arad, an 
Israeli navigator, was captured in 1986 after hi.s plane 
was shot down over south Lebanon. Israel claims he is 
being held in Iran, a charge Iran denies. 


Price: Jordan 200 fils 


U.N. resolution against Iraq 
turns into threat of sanctions 

Iraq hails five abstaining Security Council members 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
— The U.S. and Britain con- 
vinced the Security Council 
to agree to dueaien Iraq with 
new sanctions unless it dis- 
closes informatioD on 
banned wesqx>ns pro- 
famines. But it was Iraq 
which felt like a winner. 

Allhou^ nine of the 15 
council members voted fcx' 
the resolution Thursday, five 
abstained: Russia. Ranee, 
China, Egypt and Kenya. 

U.S. and British diplomats 
had been saying for days that 
tfa^ considered maintaining 
Securi^ Council unity para- 
mount. Otherw'ise, they 
feared Iraq would be 


emboldened to step up defi- 
ance of the intemational 
community. 

In the end. the Americans 
and British ended up with 
neither unity nor the new 
sanctions in the form they 
had originally wanted. 

The resolution expresses 
the "firm intentioD" of the 
Security Council to ban Iraqi 
milit^ and intelligence 
officials from travelling 
abroad unless Baghdad 
cooperates fully with UJ4. 
we^xins inspectors. 

In the meantime, the Secu- 
rity Council will draw up a 
list of those Iraqis by name 
who would be affected by 


the ban. 

'This resolution represents 
a strong but measured 
response of the Security 
Council to the continued 
failure of the Iraqi govem- 
.ment to cooperate" with the 
United Nations, U.$. 
Ambassador Bill Richardson 
said. 

But Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Said Sahhaf, 
who was at die U.N. for the 
vote, hailed the decision by 
five countries — including 
three permanent members 
— not to support the resolu- 
tion. 

'This resolution, in fact, 
reflects the pre-decision of 


Iraqis suffering bt>m malnutrition — U.N. 

DUBAI (AFP) — Many Iraqis are still suffering from mal- 
nutrition despite the easing of sanctions imp^ed on the 
country over its 1990 invasion of Kuwait, a U official said 

Thursday. Eric Fah. spokesman for the U>I.. humanitarian 
mission in Baglyfad. said the easing at the sanctions in 
December und^ UX resolution 986 — dubbed the oil-for- 
food accord — had not eradicated hunger. "Resolution 986 
has certainly stopped a fuither deterioration of the nutritional 
level of the population, but it is not sufficient to cure those 
who have been suffering from malnutrition for a long time — 
especially ctuldien under the age of five," Mr. Fait told 
Agence France Presse. 



only two pennanent mem- 
bers to impose their own sid: 
motives and norms on the 
Security CounciLT Mr. Sah- 
haf said, "Thi^ n<»ms are 


against intemational law.'* 
The U.S. and Britain had 

(Continued on page 7) 


Algerian officials spill ballots onto a table as the counting process starts offer polling sta- 
tions closed in the Algerian municipal election in Algiers^ Thursday (Reuters photo) 

RND wins majority of seats 
in Algerian municipal vote 


U.S. freezes $75m in aid to 
Israel over commitment to 
Jordan — Israeli press 


Palestinians launch 
major diplomatic 
offensive at U.N. 


ByMatanaod Masbarqah 
la the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — Jordan, which 
early tills year received $100 
mOlioo from the U.S. under 
tile Middle East Peace Fund, 
has nothing to do with the 
current di^te between 
Israel and the U.S., officials 
said 

According to press reports, 
the U.S. Congress has frozen 
S75 million in aid (o Israel 
because Tel Aviv failed to 
confirm its willingness to 
transfer part of U.S. foods it 
recehes to the fond. 

Minister of P lanning Rima 
Khalaf told the Jordan Tunes. 
Friday, diat Jordan already 
icceived $50 milli on fiom the 
fund that was set up U.S. 
President Bill Clinton in June 
during a visit to Washington 
I®H Crown Rince Has- 
san. 

The minister said the other 
$50 minion wiU be disbursed 


soon and used for Jordanian 
development projects. 

Israel agreed in June to a 
U.S. request to transfer $S0 
million of the S3 billion it 
receives in U.S. aid each year 
tc> tiie fond as a gesture of 
suppcHt to peace efforts by 
Jendan. 

Egypt also agn^ to give 
up $50 million of its substan- 
tial U.S. aid for the same pur- 
pose. 

Israel was to confirm in 
writing to Washington its 
willingness to transfer the 
money to the fund, but the 
letter was never received, 
prompting the Congress this 
week to freeze the scheduled 
release of ^5 million to 
Israel, Yediot Aharonot 
reported. 

The $75 million was to be 
an advance on part of the $3 
billion promiskl to Israel 
under its fiscal 1998 foreign 
aid bill, which has been held 
up by haggling in Congress. 


Israeli Foreii^ Ministry 
sources told Yediot Aharonot 
that the letter coiifiiTning the 
aid mon^ transfer bad sim- 
ply been held up by tbe Jew- 
ish new year holiday season. 

A ministry spokesman told 
Agence France Presse that 
“contacts between Israel and 
the United States on this issue 
wiU be resumed next week." 
but he would not say if Israel 
had sent tiK reqtmed fetter to 
Washington. 

The U.S. Congress already 
held up disbursement of the 
$75 million earlier this 
month after Israeli authorities 
refused to extradite a Jewish 
American teenager wanted 
for allegedly killing another 
youth in MarylaiKL 

That dispute was resolved 
early this week when the 
Israeli attorney general ruled 
that the youth was not an 
Israeli citizen and could be 
extraihted. 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— Palestine's observer 
mission to the U.N., fed up 
with a l^k of progress in 
the peace process, has 
launched a major dipiomat- 
ic offensive to upgrade its 
status and force a vote on 
tbe question of Israeli poli- 
cy regarding Jewish s^e- 
ments. 

The Palestinian observer 
to the U.N.. Nasser Qidwa. 
said Friday that bis delega- 
tion was seeking to convene 
an emergency meeting of 
the 1 83-nation General 
Assembly, in response to 


Israel’s refusal to bait set- 
tlement construction in 
occupied Arab territory in 
defiance of U.N. ’ re*-»>Ui' 
tions. 

They say they have the 
support of 188 state.- Vflio 
are parties to the 1949 
Fourffi Geneva Convention 
on tbe protection of Pales- 
tinians. 

Such a conference was 
urged in a General Assem- 
bly resolution adopted in 
special session on July 15. 

The Pblestinian observer 

(Continued on page 7) 


ALGERS (AFP) — The 
pro-govemraent Natiraial 
Democratic Rally i.RND) 
party was Friday d^lared 
winner of Algeria's munici- 
pal elections taking more 
than half the seats for local 
and re^onal assemblies, 
although opposition parties 
were claiming widespread 
fraud. 

Of the 13,123 seats at stake, 
the RND won 7,242, Interior 
Minister Mostdfe j^nman- 
soursaid. 

For the regional assem- 
blies, tbe RND woo 986 of 
Jie 1.880 seats, he said. 

- The National Liberation 
From (FLN)- for three 
decades the only legal par^'. 
took second place with 2,8^ 
seals on tbe local councils 


and 373 on the regional 
assemblies. 

Tbe Islamist Movement of 
Society for Peace (MSP) won 
890 seats on the local coun- 
cils and 260 on the regional 
councils. 

Mr. Benmansour said the 
vote Thursday proceeded 
smoothly and no major inci- 
dents were reponed. 

The elections, billed by 
authorities as a major step 
toward building democracy, 
were, however, overshad- 
owed by recent brutal mas- 
sacres mainly carried out in 
villages near Algiers and 
blan^ on Islamisis. 

They were aiso marred by 
voter apaihy and auctions 
by opposition parties of 
widespr^ fraud despite 


government insistence dial 
die elections had gone off 
normally. 

According to official fig- 
ures, turnout among the 16 
million eligible vc^rs was 
66.16 per cent, with nearly 
105 million people talODg 
pan in the vote, a similar 
number as in legislative elec- 
tions held in June. 

The lowest turnout was in 
the capHtal Algiers where 
only 45.6 per cent of voters 
cast ballots. 

Algeriaiis in tbe propor- 
tional-s^le elections had to 
choose 15.000 local and 
regional officials fiom 
among more than 85.000 

(Continued on page 7) 


Primakov arrives in Beirut on first 
leg of ‘difficult’ Middle East tour 


Rival Kurds resume heavy 
fighting in northern Iraq 


Israeli army kills 3 guerrillas in Lebanon 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
faces killed three members 
of a guerrilla unit inside the 
Israeli self-declared “security 
zone" in south Lebancm on 
Friday, an Israeli militarv' 
spok»mao said. 

An Israeli infanoy' unit 
endicled the Lebanese guer- 


riDas as they tried to infiltrate 
die buffer zone and killed 
three of them in close-range 
combat, he said. 

Earlier Friday, Lebanese 
police said Israeli artillery 
lain^ more than 40 shells on 
suspected guerrilla positions 
in south Lebanon, but were 


unable to give any details of 
casualties. 

They said Israeli guiuiecs 
open^ fire after a umt of 
unidentified gueoillas was 
caught trying to creep into tbe 
central sector of tte buffer 
strip froro the Wadi Sluki Val- 
ley. 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Heavy fighting resumed 
between rival It^ Kurds 
in northern Iraq Tbur^y 
night, the Pamotic Union 
of Kurdistan (PUK) said 
Friday, accusing its arch 
rival, the Kurdistan Demo- 
cratic Party (lOP) of 
launching a huge offensive 
with the su(^x>rc of Turkish 
airraids. 

“The KDP offensive in 
several areas followed 
Turkish air strikes against 
OUT positions yesterday 
afternoon.'* the PUK's 


Ankara representative 
Shazad Saib told Agence 
France Presse. 

“Heavy fighting is con- 
tinuing in the east of 
Rawanduz [near the Iranian 
border] and near Koysan- 
jak [south of Rawanduz],’’ 
Mr. Saib said. “At this 
point we don’t know who is 
winning and who is los- 
ing." he said. 

Western sources here 
confirmed that there was 
fighting. KDP officials 

(Cootmued on page 7) 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Russian 
Foreign Minister Yevgeny 
Prim^ov arrived in Beirut 
on Friday on the first leg of 
a Middle East tour aim^ at 
reviving the ailing Arab- 
Israeli peace process. 

Lebanese Foreign Minis- 
ter Fares Bweiz is due to 
me^ Mr. Primakov and 
will inform him of 
“Lebanese concern over the 
continuing altitude of Israel 
which risks causing the 
collapse of the peace 
process." an official said. 

Mr. Primakov, who last 
visited the region a. year- 
ago. is also due ro'imeet^ 
Lebanese President Elia&r. 
Hrawi, Prime Minister" 
Rafik Hariri and Parlia- 
mentary Speaker Nabih 


Berri on Friday. 

His tour, which includes 
stops in Syria, Israel. 
RamoDah on the West 
Bank. Jordan and Egypt 
before wrapping up C)cL 
31. comes at an “extremely 
difticuli” time in the 
region, a Russian Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said in 
Moscow on Thuraday. 

“We realise it is a very 
difficult mission, and we 
are far from thinking we 
have some major recipe for 
a Middle East settlement." 
spokesman Gennady 
Tarasov told Agence 
France Presse. 

‘The situation in the Mid- 
dle East is extremely diffi- 
cult... but we need to find a 
way out of the dead-end," 


spokesman Tarasov said. 
During his talks in Beirut 
and Damascus. Mr. Pri- 
makov, a Middle E^t 
expert by training, will aim 
to create conditions for 
breaking the stalemate in 
talks with Israel and for 
removing tension in south 
Lebanon. Mr. Tarasov told 
reporters. 

“Experience shows that 
progress on one track, 
while another one has stag- 
nated, doesn’t do any good. 
There has to be some corre- 
lation between all these 
talks," Mr. Tarasov said. 

Peace talks between Syria 
and Israel have been on ice 
since February 1 996. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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By Francesca Ciriaci 
Jordan Times Siaff Reporter 

AMMAN — In a bid to 
dismiss increasing charges 
of election fraud, the gov- 
ernment Friday announced 
that voters v^I have to 
pnxluce in addition to the 
yoier card official proof of 
Identity such as the iden- 
tity card, passport, family 
book or the driving licence 
Ifefore casting their ballots 
in the Nov, 4 elections. 

The recent measure, 
announced in a Ministry 
of Interior statement car- 
ried by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, is aimed at 
preventing the same per- 
son from casting more 
than one vote, or members 


Government says voters to show proof of identity amidst charges of fraud 

Public im’ited to ‘go and check for themselves’ regularity of polls 


of the armed and security 
forces, who are barred 
from voting according to 
the Elections Law, from 
going to the polls. 

Inviting the public to "go 
and check for themselves" 
the regularity and legality 
of the polls, the statement 
added that "in a bid to 
clarify the truth, the min- 
istry announces that 
repeated names have been 
deleted and those who 
try to use their voting card 
more than once will be 
punished according to the 
law." 

Last week. Minister of 
Interior Nathir Rashid 
announced that around 
80,000 repeated names 
w'ere deleted from the 
final list of registered vot- 
ers which went down 
from 1,908.271 to 
1 890,030. He also said 
the ministry was seeking 
the help of a computer 


expert to detect and cor- 
rect further irregularities 
in the voting lists. 

Opposition candidates, 
however, considered the 
recent measures as inade- 
quate and accused the gov- 
ernment of trying to give 
the appearance of fairness, 
while in reality sanction- 
ing more violations. 

“The government is tid- 
ing to pretend that it is 
doing something [to 
ensure fair and free elec- 
tions], but they will just 
delete a few thousands of 
[repeated] names, the ones 
that they themselves [bad 
previously] creat^, just to 
cover up for massive 
forgery," outspoken candi- 
date and former Deputy 
Tbujan Feisal told the Jor- 
dan Times Friday. 

Ms. Feisal, Joirian’s only 
woman deputy, said the 
ministry's decision to ask 
voters to produce identifi- 


cation documents before 
casting their votes was 
“useless" in avoiding that 
the same person votes 
more than once. 

"Tbe family book should 
be the only accepted dtwu- 
ment [at the ballot sta- 
tions] and it should be 
stamped [after the vot- 
ing]," she insisted. 

Ms. Feisal told an 
international press confer- 
ence at her home cm 
Thursday that she was 
going to present to the 
court concrete evidence of 
forged voting cards, fake 
power of attorney docu- 
ments, and other cases of 
corruption. 

She told reporters she 
had evidence of some 
names repeated up to 40 
times and at least 9.000 
soldiers included in the 
registered voter lists in 
Amman 3rd and 5th Dis- 
tricts, where she and her 


sister Leila Feisal are run- 
ning, respectively. 

She said they also found 
dead people's names 
among the registered vot- 
ers. Producing a photo- 
copy of a caid allegedly 
issued to a dead man, she 
said that “this is the sec- 
ond time he is i^ued a 
card. He was also' issued 
one in 1993, and he had 
been dead then." 

Ms. Feisal called for the 
postponement of elections 
and the immediate dis- 
missal of the current gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam MajalL 

She said the widespread 
fraud and irregularities in 
voting lists and pre-elec- 
tion procedures “mean one 
of two things: Either the 
povemroent is totally 
incompetent or totally cor- 
rupL In both cases, it 
should be sacked immedi- 
ately.’’ 



Toajan Feisal, who in 1995 was the first woman to be elected to the Lower House of Pas- 
liaznent holds up a copy of a document she said shows fraud in voters' registration for 
file upcoming elections next month (Reuters photo) 
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Netanyahu aide says Arafat 
refusing to recognise Israel 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A senior 
Israeli ofiScial accused Pales- 
tinian leader Yasser Arafat Hi> 
day of Dying to torpedo U.S. 
effixrts to rescue the peace 
process to avoid having to 
grfmir '*mie recognidon'* of 
Israel's dght to exisL 

‘*It is becoming inoeasingly 
clear that the Paiesdnian 
(Nadonal) Audionfy doesn’t 
want a fiml gfariK agrBemeaf' 
with Israel said Danny Naveh, 
a top aide to ftime Minister 
Beoyamin Netanyahu. 

^'Ihe final status agreemeiu 
would wienn a Due Palestinian 
recognidon of the state of 
Israel h just may be diat ttte 
Paiesdnian Nad(^ Audxm^ 
is not ready for diis and their 
whole desiie is to receive more 
temtodes fiom Israel without 
leaching a final lecognMon of 
Israel" he told Israeli radio. 

Me Navdi accused the 
Paiesdnian Nadonal Audio^ 
(^A) of purposely poisoning 
the atmcKphete around the 


U.S. mediation effiirt which 
fltm<; to get Israelis and Pales- 
tinians into acceloated negod- 
adons on a *'final status" peace 
agreanent for occupied 
temtodes. 

Such negodadons would 
have to tackle the toughest 
issues of Paiesdnian denrands 
fra* an independent state^ die 
fate of settlements -.in 
die occupied texdtodes and die 
iutuieofJausalenL 

Israeli and Palestinian c^- 
cials have been in an escalndpg 
war of words over the outcome 
of U.S. Middle East envoy 
Dennis Ross* latest mission, 
which ended on Tuesday. 

Israeli ofSctals said Me 
Ross’ visit achieved apprecia- 
ble progress in a series of 
negotiations aimed at imples. 
mendng in terim peace agree- 
ments which have been on 
bold since eady this yean 

They said advances had also 
been made on the general issue 
of cooperation in combating 


teiiorism Palestinian. 
Israel's t(^ priority. 

But PNA ofBdals charged 
that Mr. Ross had feiled to pio- 
\ide ai^ breakthrou^ on die 
issues of key Palestinian con- 
cern. notably long-delayed 
Israeli troop wididrawals fiom 
the West Bank and demands 
halt to Jewish settlement 
;>bidl(fing. ‘There has been no 
Ji^'^progress to resume the 
''pe^ process." Mn Azafat's 
,,aide Natal Abu Ruddndi said. 
U.S. , spokesman said 
gtqis have been nar- 
rowed" on spedfic interim 
issues, such as the openii^ of a 
I^esdnian airport in Gaza, but 
diat major (fi^rences 
remained concerning troop- 
wididrawals and settlements. 

Me Netanyahu warns to skip 
over such interim issues and 
Tfliinrfi into accelerated final 
status negotiations. 

Tbe Palestinians have a^eed 
in {rinciple to fast-track final 
status talks but insist diat Israel 


at the same time honour its 
interim commitnients. notably 
b>' withdrawing troops fiom 
most of the West Bank. 

Senior officials fiom the two 
sides are due to meet in 
mgtoD next week for a new 
ro^ of talks. 

Mr. Naveb said Israel would 
cany out no furtiier troop pull- 
back in the ibreseeable fume 
because the PNA has yet to 
crack down on Islamists. 

*Tt's hard to eiqiect Israel 
will Transfer more lands to the 
security juiisdictioa of the 
Palestinian [National] Authori- 
ty when di^ are not fighting 
tentx;" Me Naveb said. 

He claimed diat Ml Arafat 
was “every day releasmg pris- 
oners" acresied in connection 
with anti-Israeli violence, txit 
he provided no evidence. 

Israel also reacted angrily to 
staiements by Hamas leate 
tins week m Gaza calling for 
pursuit of the ‘holy waiT and 
suicide attacks agaiast Israel 





PALESTINIAN TENT PEOPLE: A Pales tinian woman hangs up her laundry while her husband watdies Fri- 
day over their diildren in one of several tents erected for Palestinian victims of Israeli home demolidons, who 
are now fach^ the start of winteiv in Arab east Jerusalem (AFP photo) 


‘Arabs should support Isradi pacifists’ 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt’s foreign minister told reporters in 
Cairo Thursd^ that Ar^ should suf^joit pacifists in Israel to 
he^ bring about a reconciliation between Israelis and Pales- 
tinians. Arar Musa said significant movement favourable to 
peace exists in Israel" and that it “should be encouraged." He 
also called the Israel peace movement favourable to “Arab- 
Israeli reconciliation [and] the establishment of a Palestinian 
st^" Foreign Minister Mussa was respondi^ to questions 
about his artmriannp. Monday at the inauguration in Tel Aviv 
of a new peace centre founded by former Israeli Iftime Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres. 

Paud fomied to draft new Sudan constitution 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudanese President Omar Hassan A1 
Bashir has foimed a 377-member commission to draft anew 
constitution for the country, state television said. Gen. Bashir 
rqjpointed John Wol a Christian fiom the Bahr A1 GHiazal area 
in soufiiem Sudan, as the alternative chairman of the panel 
the broadcast said Thmsday ni^L Former chief justice Kha- 
laftdlah A1 Rashid was 2 q^int^ by Gen. Bashir in July to 
head the comnusrion, ^ch is to pre^ot itsvproposals by 
December 30. Gea Bashir took pewer dirou^ a mUitaiy 
eight years aga abolishing the existing fimitipatty sys- 
rem. He has ruled since then through interim constitutional 
anan^meais. A pennanent constitution has been a long- 
standing aim of tte Islaniist-rmliiaiy govemment, especially 
since elections for a new pariiameot took place in 19%. 

MHitant gronp makes Ifareat in wake of hangings 

' CAIRO (AP) — An outlawed Islamist militant group has 
threatened to avenge die execution of four of its fblloweis 
who were convicted of a series of attacks in Egypt in 1993. 
‘These faangmgs will not bring security to this regime... nor 
will they undo our steadfostoess. We will continue our holy 
war," a statement by tbe Islamist group, rriiich was sent 
to an Arabic newsps^. A copy was made available to the 
Associated Press. ‘Tte Islamic group, with God’s will will 
avenge our martyrs," said the statement, which was dated 
Wednesd^. Tbe statement did not form the revenge 

would take. The mes were hanged Wednesday in a Cairo 
fsison after I^esideot Hosni Mubarak turned down pleas to 
commute their sentences. 

Lebanon court sentences Palestinians for killings 

BEIRUT (R) — A Lebanese court on Thuisdty sentenced a 
Palestinian guetiilla leader to riftqtb in absentia and four oth- 
ers to prison terms for p lanning the killing s of PLO nffirials 
in Beirut in the early 1990s. Wasfi Abdul Rahim, the hardline 
Fateh Revolutionary Council's (FRC) tr^ official in Lebanr» 
at the time of the Idlings, was to death in ri>sentia 

for masterminding the shootiqg attacks. If Rahim is caught or 
surrenders he is entitled to a letriaJ u n de r Lebanese law. 
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Israeli minister calls for crackdown on bedouins 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A far- 
right cabinet minister has 
c^ed for a drastic crack- 
down on bedouins living on 
“state lands'’ in soufoem 
Israel while warning that 
sud} action would likely 
spark a violent uprising. 

In a report to Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu. 
Agriculture Minister 

R^ael Eitan accused foe 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty (PNA) and Arab members 
of Israel’s pariiament of 
coordinating ill egal l.mri 
takeovers by bedouins inside 
Isxael officials said on Fri- 
day. 


Mr. Eitan, a former army 
chief of staff and bead of foe 
uloa-nationalist Tsomet 
Party, claimed that illegal 
land takeovers and buildmg 
by bedouin clans in the 
Negev desert had reached 
“an uiqjrecedented scope.*’ 

Details of the Htan report 
were first revealed by die 
Haaietz newspaper on Friday 
and confiimed by officials 
fixim Mr. Netanyahu's Likud 
party. 

Pirn Badash, a T,iknri 
deputy, said Mr. Eitan's con- 
cerns were justified, claim- 
ing that bedouins bad occu- 
pied some 2(X).000 hectares 


of land in tiie Negev. This 
needs an immeriTate solu- 
timi." he said on Israel Radio. 

Mh Htan said tbe govern- 
ment should use force and an 
“uncompromising strangle- 
hold" to evict bedouin squat- 
ters fiom poblic Imids, 
including cutting off water 
and electiici^ to unautho- 
rised camps. 

He also said foe govern- 
ment should prevent 
bedouins fiom “importing 
wives" firom foe West Bank 
and Gaza Strip to Israel. 

But be acknowledged that 
such action would lead to 
violence. 


“We must be prepared for 
an increase in violence 
against any attempt to 
enforce the law." he charged, 
saying foe violence could 
qnead to the rest of Israel's 
850,000-strong Anfo minori- 
V/’ 

Mr. Netanyahu forwarded 
Htan's report to Infia- 
structuie Minister Ariel 
Sharon, another government 
hardliner in charge of over- 
seemg Israeli state lands, 
Haaretzsaid. 

After die creation of the 
state of Israel in 1948, 
autborities declared most of 
foe Nege\’ and vast stretches 


of other formerly Arab areas 
“state land" on grounds it 
had been abandoned by its 
former occupants or thm no 
one held legri title to the ter- 
ritories. 

Bedouins say the new 
Israeli law was used to 
depossess tens of foousands 
of the nomadic people fiom 
their traditional grazing 
lands. 

“Htan has a few cra^' 
ideas that are based on 
racism and on a belief that 
we are not Israeli citizens," 
said Nuar Uqbl a representa- 
tive of the bedouin Rights 
Association in Israel. 


“On foe contrary [to Eitao's 
report], it was foe stale rriiidi 
took bedouin lands and ido- 
cated bedouin clans in 1951 
and 1952." be said on Israd 
radio. 

An estimated 13(1000 
bedouins live in Israel and 
Israeli-controlled areas of tbe 
West Bank. The heaviest 
concentration of tiie once 
nomadic clans is in Ae 
Negev region. 

L^t year there was an 
eruption of violence boween 
one southern bedouin das 
and Israeli police which kfi 
some 40 policemen and 30 
bedouins huTL 


Iraq calls for mediation with 
Turkey, accuses Iran of meddling 


Pales tin ian killed by PNA 
police in Rafah in clan dispute 


DUBAI (AFP) — Iraq 
Thursday called for a dia- 
logue with Turkey over its 
incursion into Kurdish- 
controlled northern Iraq 
and accused Iran of med- 
dling in foe region. 

Turkey has behaved 
like an invader since foe 
start," Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Said A1 Sah- 
baf said in comments pub- 
lished in the Arab newspa- 
per A1 Hayat 
The Turkish army 
launched an incursion into 
northern Iraq in Septem- 
ber to chase down mem- 
bers of foe separatist Kur- 
dish Labour Pa^fPKK), 
which is fighting for a 
Kurdish homeland in 
southeastern Turkey. 

It aimounced the start of 
a withdrawal a week ago 
-but a Turkish newspaper 
^reported Wednesday that 


Turkey is keeping thou- 
sands of troops in north- 
ern Iraq to poUce a securi- 
ty zone aiming to prevent 
attacks by PIGC rebels. 

‘Tf it seriously wants to 
wipe out PKK campaigns 
fiom foe north of Iraq, it 
should accept our propos- 
al for cooperation 
between the Turi^h and 
Iraqi governments to 
assure security inside their 
borders," Mr. Sahhaf said. 

“But Turkey has not 
responded to our offer, 
proving there is a foreign 
conspiracy aimed at desta- 
bilising Iraq and violating 
its sovereignty," foe min- 
ister said. 

Turkey is allied in its 
campaign against foe 
PKK with foe Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP), 
one of foe rival Kurdish 
factions which have coo- 


Chnrch of the Annondatioa 
TeL 623541 

An^Scan Qiiirch TeL 652826. 
Armestian CatfaoBe Chnrch 
TeL 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

SL E|foraim Qnirdi TeL 
771751. 

Amman International Chnrch 
TeL 5516245 

Evangelical ijiflimin fimwc h 
Tel. 824328. 

G«inan-speakii^ Evai^dical 
Cra^regation TeL 845457 
Ihe LatierDay Samb Tel. 
654931 

Omrdi of Nazareoe TeL 
675691. 

Tbe EvangeDcal Local Church 
in Amman TeL 81 129S 
Fn^idwyiialring 

Latin CafooGcs Parish Tel. 
614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin By the Depart- 

ment of Meteorology 
Moderate weather conditions 
will prevail with temperatures 
rising slightly but becoming 
cool at night. Gouds will apear 
at diffnent altitudes and winds 
southeasterly moderate. • In 


Aqaba, winds northerly moder- Dc WaSd Nabhan Q QS743 

ate and seas calm. lOiaiHai idrannacy Q RS 417 


NfinJMax. temp., 

Amman 13/27 

Aqaba 18G2 

Deserts 11/29 

Jordan VaDey 18/32 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 24 Aqaba 30 Humidity 
readings: Ann^ 30 per cent 
Aqaba 27 peroenL 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGBnrDUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dc KhalBAlTiifoiq _7572S3 

Dc Nasser Ibralnm 830432 

Dc WsBqQaddmri -..^93542 

Dc BriyatBader 832642 

Firas ifoanDa (7 661912 

Fmdows pharmacy ......778336 

AlAsemapbanna^ 637055 

Nairoukh pharmaqy ^3672 

A1 Salam pbarmacy ....636730 

YKonb pbannacy .......644945 

Shmeisani pharma^ ._37660 
Nqpb phaiinacy .........847632 

IKBID: 

Dr. Gfaarilh’aiiineb... 250080 

A1 Qods pharmacy (— } 

ZARQA: 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centn — 637111 
Civil Defence Department 

661111 

Gvfl Defimra Imnediate Rescoe 

630341 

CSril Defenoe E^necganty ..199 
Rescue Police 19Z 621111. 
637777 

Fbre Br^ade ..617101 

Blood Bank L775121 

Highw^ FMice 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Seairity Department 

.630321 

Hotel Complamis „„.._605800 
Price Complaiiils .......661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plahtls ; 897467 

Amman M’imi<«ipality Con^ 

plaints ....I .787111 

Telephone Mormatfam (direc- 
toty assistance) ...^^.....^121 

Overseas Calfc .............010230 

Central Amman XriephoDe 

Repairs .............^623101 

AbdaB mqpiKme Repairs 

66U0I 

Jordan Talevirioa ........773111 

Radio Jordan .............7741 1 1 

Water Anfoori^ 680KX) 

Jwdan Electrici^ Aulhurily 


trolled northern Iraq in 
defiance of Baghdad since 
foe end of the 1991 Gulf 
war. while Iran has good 
relations with foe Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK). 

'Tran is like Turkey, foe 
Iranians are also oppor- 
tunists when it comes to 
northern Iraq. They are 
meddling in the region but 
foiat win turn against 
them,” Mr. Sahhaf said. 

Iran recently launched 
air raids against Iraqi ter- 
ritory targeting Ii^an 
opposition groups based 
there. 

Mr. Sahhaf said Iraq has 
recently sent delegations 
to the north of foe country 
to convince foe rival fac- 
tions to launch a dialogue 
with Baghdad but bad yet 
to receive a response. 




815615 

Ekcfric Pbwar Company 

.636381 

RJ InConnatioo 08- 

53200 

Queen Afia InfL Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

TTiiBa4n Medfeal Centre 

.813813/32 

ghaKdi Matendiy. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akfidi h&tennly', J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabri Amman Matmnity 

642362 

Mtfhas, J. Amman .....636140 
Palestine^ Shmasani _607071 

9imei$ani Hospital 669131 

Ihiiveirily Bo^>ital 845845 

AMfoasher GhspitaL.667227/9 
The Iriamic, AbdaU 666126^7 

AI-AhHAbdali 664164/6 

ItaHan, Al-MnhqfEeai 

.777101/3 

AI-Badim J* Adirafidi 

775111/26 

Anqy, Mbxfca 891611/15 

Queen AHa Hoqphal 60224QS0 

Amal TTo^Mtal .674155 

Tbe Arab Centre for Heart and 

^ledal Sorgevy 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa GovL Hos(Htal 


RAFAH (AFP) •— Palestin- 
ian security officials sought 
to restore calm Friday in 
Rafah after a Palestinian 
was shot dead by police try- 
ing to break up a mob 
which attacked foe gover- 
nor’s family in a clan dis- 
pute. 

The riot began Thursday 
when memb^ of foe 
Doheir clan buried their 
“mukhiar," or clan elder. 
Mussa Hamid Doheir, who 
died Tuesday fiom injuries 
after he was shot, allegedly 
by relatives of Utah's 
Governor Abdullah Abu 
Samahdana, an official in 
foe govemorate told 
Agence France ^sse. 

Dozens of angry relatives 
of Doheir stormed a guest 
house nm by foe gover- 
norate of Rafah, a town on 
the southern dp of foe Gaza 
Strip, where they were con- 
fionted by members of foe 


Abu Samahdana family, he 
said. 

The relatives hurled fire- 
bombs at foe guest house, 
partially burning it, and 
demanded foe resignation 
of foe governor and the 
exile of his family from 
Rafah, said foe official, 
who asked not to be named. 

Palestinian security 
forces opened fire in the air 
to disperse foe crowd and 
one man, Salem Moham- 
mad Shaer. 22, was shot 
dead “by accident," foe 
govemorate official srid. 
Four others were injured, 
including a relative of 
Shaer who was seriously 
wounded. 

Police also arrested jour- 
nalists covering the firay, 
later releasing them after 
confiscating their film, foe 
Palestinian newspaper A1 
Quds said, although foe 
govemorate denied foe 
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.(091983323 

Zarqa Natioiial Ho^tal 


— (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital ..\09)9S6732 
Al TTilfam Modern 

— .. . . .... rnowonoon 

IRBR): 

Princess 

Basma Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek 

Catholic T¥ni^w*nl 
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Haya Hospital 
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claims. 

Palestinian security offi- 
cials urged the families to 
“restore calm and solve 
their differences." 

A rally in support of foe 
Islamic Jihad planned for 
Friday in Rafah was post- I 
poned for security reasons ; 
in the wake of foe riot, a ! . 
I^estinian police 

spokesman told Al Quds. 

The rioting bad its roots 
in a l ong -time rivalry '• 
between the Dobdr and 
Abu Samahdana, two of 
Rafah ’$ most powerful 
clans. Such disputes in 
Palestinian sod^ often ■ 
lead to killing s and revenge 
attacks. 

Mussa Doheir was shot '’"j . 

outside his home last mootb I J. ' . 

after being invited to an 
“islah" session, a traditioD- ! 
al meeting between dp 
elders to end family dis- . 
putes. Al (Juds said. 

05:4S B einit(BJ>^ . 

07.-00 Aqaba (add) (RJ) : 

lOGO Amsterdam, Fcankfcrt .. 

(add) (RJ) . . 

11^40 Amsterdam. New Yxk ,• 
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FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNAHONAL 
AIRPORT 

This infonnahon i$ supplied by 
Jodonian (RD infbnnation 
department at tbe Qjeen Alia 
International Airpm TeL 
(06)53200 where it should 
always be verified. lofonifttioa 
on other flights is obtamed on 
tekphooe (08) 52700 or (08) 
523250. 

ARRIVALS 

Rqyd Jordanian (RJ) Fl^ts 

07KI5 ........... JDamascus (RJ) 


Other Flights 

05:10 Jakarta (GA) 

06rfl5 .J.ondon, Damascus (BAl 

- -...jyyadh(SV) 

12:10 .Muscat. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

14KI5 MennafOS) 

Dubai (EK) 

16H)0 ..Doha(QR) 

17:25 AntaliafTK) 

^*1®- — London (GA) 

20:10 . — Paris, Damascus (AF) 

2 I 2 I 5 Cairo (MS) 

22:25 — Beirut (ME) 

-Amsterdam (KL) 

-London (BA) 

— - Rome (AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

(No flights on Satufo^) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
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06:55 London^ 
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Queen meets with new rector of UNU 
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AMMAN (J.T.) ~ Her 
Majesty Qu£^ Noor Thurs- 
day evening met widi the 
new rector of the United 
NatioDS University (UNU), 
Hans van GinkeL at Bab Ai 
Salam Palace, according to 
a press release fniday. 

Queen Noor and the rector 
reviewed plans for the sus- 
tainability of the UNU Inter- 
nadonal Leadership Acade- 
my (ILA), vtdiich is based in 
Jc«dan and inaugurated its 
first session in June, wel- 
coming participants and 
guest spealoers all over 
the mrdd, the statement 
continued 

They discussed the unan- 
ticipa^ emodonal 

re^onse of die participants 
to the session, as weU as the 
commitmeDts and the 
efforts of the participants to 
cqntinue die work of the 
acsdemy. Queen Noor, who 
chairs the ILA Advisory 
Board, mentioned the abun- 
dant e-mail from the partici- 
pants, who wish to remain 
involved and who have 
decided K> form an “Intetna- 
tiooal Leadership Forum" 
that will serve as an alumni 
asMciation, according to the 
ann ouncement 
Rime Minister Abdul 
Salam Msgali reiterated the 
siqpozt of the government 
for the ILA, \kdiich he hoped 
will establish a permanent 
focility in Amman closely 
related to Jordan University, 



Her Majesty Queen Noor, Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali, and UJ>I. University 
Rector H a n s van Ginkel discnss some of the issues ctmceming the International 
Leadership Academy (^tra photo) 


the announcement read. 

The 1997 Leadership Pro- 
gramme, which was held 
last summer, brought 
together 163 candidates 
from 63 couDUies. It fea- 
tured woilcshops and inter- 
active discussions with dis- 
tinguished k^ote spi- 
ers, such as His Majesty 
King Hussein, Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa, Norway's Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affoirs 


Mr. Jan, and former presi- 
dent of the Europe Pariia- 
mect Simone VezI, accord- 
ing to the statement 

These pies^tadons cov- 
ered five main categories: 
the U.N. and global leader- 
ship, leadership skills, south 
leadership, peace and secu- 
rity. and international lead- 
ership, die press release 
continued. 

The International Leader- 
ship Academy is the first 


global leadership training 
facili^, as well as the first 
UX institution to be initiat- 
ed and established in the 
Middle East It seeks to pro- 
vide training in leadership 
skills and attitudes while 
fostering commitments to 
sustainable development 
sustainable democracy, civil 
society institutions, and 
peaceful resolution of dis- 
putes, die statement con- 
cluded. 


Police investigating year’s 
20th, 21st ^honour’ murders 


By Rana Hnsseini 
Jordtui Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Police are 
questioning the relatives 
of a 35-year-old married 
woman who Thursday was 
found murdered for 

“immoral'’ behaviour, 
making her the 21st 
woman killed for ‘honour* 
this year, according to 
ofScid sources.'" 

The victim, who was not - 
identified by the authori- 
ties, was found in a street 
in the town of Iraq in 
Karak with a severe bead 
injury Thursday morning, 
the source said. 

“The woman was hit on 
the head by a blunt object, 
which fractured her skull." 
the source told the Jordan 
Tunes. 

The source added that 
the woman ‘‘was killed in 
a crime of honour and 
police are questioning her 
family members to deter- 
mine the killer." He would 
not elaborate. 

A police official contact- 
ed by the Jordan Times 
Friday e\'ening refused to 
give any details. 


“We cannot release any 
information until we con- 
clude our investigation," 
the police official said. 

Meanwhile, police are 
questioning a 40-year-old 
man who last week 
allegedly shot and killed 
his wife on suspicion of 
adultery in the town of 
Ruseifeh, « near - - Zarqa,- 
according to official 
sources.*' 

* Hahan Ayed Kayed, £L8, 
was shot several times in 
the head and chest by her 
husband at around 11:30 
p.m. on OcL 16 in her 
family's bouse in the Hus- 
sein suburb. The suspect 
surrendered to the authori- 
ties shortly after the inci- 
dent, an official source 
said. 

The source told the Jor- 
dan Times that the man. 
who is also the victim's 
cousin, claimed that he 
killed his wife to “cleanse 
his honour," because he 
suspected that his wife 
was having a relationship 
with another man. 

The source added that 
the husband had taken his 
wife to court a few months 


before the incident on 
charges of adultery, but 
“Ms. Kayed, a mother of 
three, was acquitted by the 
court 

“Still, her husband was 
not convinced by the 
court's ruling and shot and 
killed her," the source 
added. 

Kead*'bir ffe^T^tiofiaf 
. Institute foi^ Foreosiq 
Medicine Mo' men Hadidi 
told the Jordan Times Fri- 
day that the coroners who 
examined Ms. Kayed 
recovered eight bullets 
from her body. 

Police declined to com- 
ment and said they were 
investigating the incident 

The two women became 
the third and fourth 
reportedly killed in a 
crime of honour in the 
month of October. 

Dr. Hadidi confirmed 
Friday that more than 20 
women, killed for “tea- 
sons of honour" in differ- 
ent parts of the Kingdom, 
were admitted to the 
forensic medicine institute 
this year. 


Advisor returns after Bahrain, UAE visits 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty IGng Hussein's 
Advisor Salah Abu Zeid 
returned home Friday 
after visit to Bahrain and 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). where he con- 
veyed messages from 
King Hussein to the 
Bahjraini and UAE lead- 
ers. 

In Manama, Mr. Abu 
Zeid conveyed a message 
to Bahraini Emir Sheikh 
Issa Ben Salman Al Khal- 


ifeh on bilateral ties, 
regional issues, inter- 
Arab action, and issues of 
common concern. 

The meeting was 
attended by Bahndni 
Prime Minister Sheikb 
Khalifeb Ben Salman Al 
Khalifeh and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Sheikh 
Mohammad Ben 

Mubarak Al Khalifeh, as 
well as other Bahraini 
officials. 

In Abu Dhabi. Mr. Abu 


Zeid met with UAE Pres- 
ident Sheikh Zayed Ben 
Sultan Al Nahayan, to 
whom be conveyed a 
message regarding sever- 
al regional issues, causes 
of common interest. Arab 
relations, and bilateral 
ties and means of foster- 
ing them. 

In a press statement, 
Mr. Abu Zeid described 
his tour as completely 
successful at all levels. 





FILM 

*' German film “Martin Luther*' (part 
I) at Goethe Institut, .Jabnl Amman at 
4:30 p.m. 

EXHIBrnONS 

. • Gr^bics exhibition by Abdul Wahab 
Abdul Mohsen at Balathia Art Gallery, 
Gardens Street (Tel. 553798), until Nov. 
5. 

_*PIastic (abstract) art by Iraqi artist 
Maha Isma'il at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre, until Oct. 30. 

* Ceramics exhibition at the Silsal 

Ceranucs workshop, Jabal Amman 
between 4th and 5th Circles, until Oct. 
30 (Tel. 680128). . , , 

*Paiatings by Dutch artist Jamal 
Khmais at the Royal Cultural Centre, 
until Oct. 30. . 

* Works by Bahraini artist Shcikn 
Rashid Al Khalifa at Darat Al Funt^ 
Jabal Weibdeh* tmtil Nov. 15. Also dis- 


playing a new coUectioh'.of ^orks by 
contemporary Arab^l. 'artists . . (Tbl. 
643251/2). 

*Painti^s by Ira^. artist Walid Na^ 
rallah at HaihourabLArt'.GaBery,.V^G^- 
dens Street, until OcL 28.,- i; ‘ ' 

* Ceramics exhibitioii by Ra'd Dlaiini 
at Orfali Ait Galfoiy;:.tJhim Uthema, 
until Oct. 30. ’ 

* Works by Iraqi artist Ah AlTEbadi at 
Baladna Art Gallery, -Gardens Street,' 
until Oct 23 (Tei: 553759.8). 

* Paintings'by Abdul Qader Bakbeet at 

Institute Cervantes. Jabal;Ammah, until 
Oct. 30. -.I 

* Exhibition of paintm]^, and weaving 

entitled “Murmurs of Om ' Land” ■■ by 
Riham Gbassib. aiid Bani; Hamida at 
Bani Hami da HouK (Tel:' 658896/7), 
until (3ct 30.- \ “ ' 

* Exhibition of Catalu misters of tbe 
20th century. entitled “Au^ Mediterri- 
nia" at the. Jordao..Natio^ Gallery of 
Fine Arts,' until OcL 2j8>|(exOTt 'Ihes- 
days). 


Fuel, water 
authorities 
discontinue 
service to 
government 

AMMAN fJ.T.)— The Jor- 
dan Petroleum Refineiy 
Company (JPRC) has not 
been pnmding service to .a 
number of ' government 
departtoents since OcL 18, 
due to their foiluie to pay 
fuel bills that total nearly 
JD200 million, acoorefing 
to JPRC Gene^ Director 
Abdul Wahab Zou’bi. 

In a statement in Friday's 
pre», be said tbe JPRC 
notified the concerned 
departments of die impend- 
ing action three weeks ago. 
adding that some of these 
departments have since 
started settling their delin- 
quent accounts. 

Mr. Zou'bi said the JPRC 
has its own obligations to 
meet and is committed to 
paying laige sums to the 
Ministry of Finance. 

He added that tbe mea- 
sures against these dqiart- 
ments were inevitable and 
unless these departments 
pay their bills, no fuel can 
be supplied to them. 

JPRC sources stated that 
at the end of 1996, accounts 
receivable totalled JD199 
million, with Royal Jordan- 
ian (RJ) owing JD134.2 
million to the infineiy, die 
Jordan Armed Forces 
JD18.1 million, and the 
National Electric Power 
Company JD39.9 million. 

Meanwhil^ die Ministiy 
of Water and Irrigation Fri- 
day annouDced diat water 
service was being cut off to 
a number of gov^iment 
departments that have 
failed to pay their bills. 

Ministry sources quoted 
Minister of Water and Irri- 
gation Muntber Haddadin 
as saying that only schools, 
hospitals, and welfare insti- 
tutions were excluded from 
the measure. 

The ministry reportedly 
has instructed its various 
departments in the gover- 
norates to cut off water sup- 
plies to departments in their 
regions that also foiled to 
pay their bills. 

Ibe measure was only the 
first step in collecting pay- 
ments. since die minisiiy 
cannot cany out its devel- 
opment projects without 
funds, the sources said. 

The minister has given 
instructions to the water 
aut^ty to discontinue 
service to households, com- 
panies, factories, and other 
oiganisations when their 
^l^>aid bills reach JD50, in 
a bid to make them pay 
their dues promptly, 
according to the sources. 


Prime minister credits tourism, 
investments for improved economy 


KARAK (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali said the national 
economy is continually 
improving and nation^ 
economic growth rates are 
satisfactory, thanks to the 
increase in the rate of 
investments and the 
improvement in the 
tourism sector. 

Addressing a meeting of 
the Karak executive coun- 
cil during a tour in south- 
ern Jordan, Dr. Majali 
said tbe national economy 
was adversely affected in 
tbe past years, due to Jor- 
dan's stand in the Gulf 
war and following the 
conclusion of tbe Jordan- 
Israel peace treaty of 
1994. 

Everything is now 
returning to normal. 


despite tbe difficulties of 
the past, be said. 

Urging local residents to 
vote in the upcoming 
elections, he reiterated 
that the elections will be 
free and fair and the gov- 
ernment will remain neu- 
tral in the process. 

The prime minister stat- 
ed that apart from organ- 
ising the genera] elec- 
tions, his government, will 
punue the econ^c 

reforms programme, exert 
all possible efforts.- to 
ensure the success of foe 
peace process, and 

enhance Jordan's ties with 
foe rest of foe Arab World. 

Karak Governor 

Badreddin '\^fidyan briefed 
foe prime minister on foe 
general situation in foe 
govemorate and prepara- 


tions for foe elections, 
stating that a total of 
98,918 citixens are eligi- 
ble to vote at the gover- 
norate's 151 voting cen- 
tres. 

He said 82 per cent of 
eligible voters have col- 
lected voter cards, adding 
that 2,100 officials have 
''‘been entrusted with super- 
‘"vising and counting foe 
•'y6tes. 

in Tafileh, foe second 
.leg of his tour. Dr. Majali 
'-spoke on his govern- 
;'ment’s plans to introduce 
' decentralisation in admin- 
istration. statii^ that each 
govemorate wUl be han- 
dling its own affairs and 
operating under their 
respective fiscal budgets 
starting next year. 

Referring to foe Nov. 4 


elections, the prime min- 
ister said foe groups boy- 
cotting foe elections 
believe that they can 
influence foe govern- 
ment's current plans. 

He pointed out that 
around 80 per cent of foe 
electorate has now 
received their voter cards 
to take part in foe elec- 
tions. 

Thfileh Governor Nayef 
Njadat told the prime 
min ister that 32,111 citi- 
zens are registered to vote 
in foe elections and will 
choose three representa- 
tives from 18 candidates. 

(He said 82 committees 
have been set up to super- 
vise the election process 
in 15 voting centres. 


Health professionals announce 
plan to strike four days next week 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Public sector 
professionals have 

declared further strike 
measures in support of 
their demands for pay 
increases and other bene- 
fits, announcing that four- 
hour woik stoppages will 
be observed four days this 
week, starting Saturday. 

Bassem Dajani, Jordan 
Medical Association 
(JMA) president, made tbe 
announcement Friday, 
after contacts with foe 
government to solve the 
crisis ended with no 
results. 

Dr. Dajani, who is also 
foe spokesperson for foe 
sever^ thousand dentists, 
doctors, and pharmacists 
employed by foe govern- 
ment, said foe three asso- 
ciations decided that their 
members will observe 
four-hour work stoppages 
Saturday and Sunday 
between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m., 
return to work Monday, 
observe four-hour strikes 
Tuesday and Wednesday, 


and return to woric Thurs- 
day. 

“We have taken this 
decision because until 
now, we were not contact- 
ed by the concerned gov- 
ernment authorities about 
any settlement for foe pre- 
sent crisis, although we 
have declared that we are 
open for dialogue 24 
hoars a day," Dr. Dajani 
stated. 

“It is ho^d that HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan, 
who received our appeal 
last week to deal wifo foe 
crisis, will consider our 
case," he added. 

Dr. Dajani said foe strike 
is a means, not an end in 
itself, to help foe health 
professionals obtain their 
rights, noting that foe pro- 
fessionals have been scrivr 
iog for foe past nine years 
to secure these rights. 

As tbe strike enters its 
second week, foe Ministry 
of Health and Medical 
Care announced that min- 
ister Ashraf Koitii left Fri- 
day for Lebanon on offi- 
cii business and will 
return to Amman Satur- 


day. 

Meanwhile, foe Agricul- 
tural Engineers Associa- 
tion (AEA) announced 
Friday that foey organised 
a general assembly meet- 
mg for its members to dis- 
cuss their own demands 
for pay increases and 
decided to grant foe gov- 
ernment one month to find 
a solution to prevent work 
stoppages. 

Hassan Jaber, president 
of foe 6,500-member asso- 
ciation, said foe general 
assembly asked that foe 
government be allowed 
one more month to consid- 
er their case before takin g 
other measures to back 
their demands. 

Mr. Jaber said foe asso- 
ciation has sent a letter to 
,Hxs, King Hussein 

appealing for his interven- 
tion . |o. se^e the crisis, 
which he" said 'resulted 
from the government's 
failure to meet foe associ- 
ation's demands for foe 
past several yeara. 

In foe letter to foe King, 
foe association said: “The 
Jordanian agricultural 


engineers have 

approached the previous 
and tbe present govern- 
ments to implement an 
agreement reached earlier, 
which provides for foe 
public sector association 
members to receive a 120 
per cent allowance, up 
from foe present 90 per 
cent. They received no 
response. 

“We are placing foe mat- 
ter in Your Majesty’s 
hands, since we have been 
denied our rights as 
promised by foe minister 
of agriculture, who failed 
to meet wifo foe prime 
minister to discuss foe 
issue, despite our repeated 
requests," foe letter added. 

Mr. Jaber stated that dur- 
ing a meeting wifo Deputy 
Prime Minister AbduU^ 
-Ensoinr,- tbe -association 
was told that foe govern- 
meut will not respond to 
its demands at present. 

Out of foe 6^500 regis- 
tered agricultural engi- 
neers, 1,^0 are employed 
by foe government. 


Former deputy, weekly editor acquitted of 
undermining national unity, other charges 


By Rana Hnsseini 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Amman 
Court of First Instance 
last week acquitted for- 
mer deputy Ahmad Owidi 
Abbadi and former editor 
of foe Shihan weekly 
tabloid Jihad Momani of 
chains of underminmg 
national unity, inciting 
people to criminal acts, 
and fuelling bigotry. 

Dr. Abbadi, who is 
preparing to run in foe 
Fiffii District for foe 13fo 
Parliament, and Mr. 
Momani bad been on trial 
since August 1996, after 
Attorney Ahm ad Haboul 
filed a lawsuit against foe 
two. 

He charged that state- 
ments Dr. Abbadi made in 
an article entitled “1 will 
be relieved if foe Pales- 
tinians were to go," which 
was published in foe 
weekly tabloid Shihao on 
June 29, 1996, were racist 
and undermined national 
unity. 

They both pleaded not 
guilty to foe charges in 


August 1996. 

TVo statements from foe 
article, cited by Dr. Abba- 
di, read as follows: 
“Tliere are several threats 
against Jordanian identity, 
both internal and extemd, 
as Jordan is menaced wifo 
becoming a substitute 
country for foe Palestini- 
ans,” and “Palestinians 
are not Jordanians under 
any circumstances.” 

Dr. Abbadi had testified 
in front of Amman Pros&f 


anyone to abide or follow 
my beliefs." 

Further, Dr. Abbadi 
denied that he made any 
racial statements in foe 
June interview and 
charged the tabloid wifo 
insertiog statements in his 
interview, for which he 
was not responsible. 

Mr. Momani told foe 
court that be was foe edi- 
tor of foe newspaper at 
• that time but was abroad 
when foe article was pub- 


cutor Jamal Zou*bi; ; fished. 

before foe beginnin g of In its Oct. 21 ruling, foe 

foe trial, that his remarks court, presided over by 

could not be consid^d^ Judge Tawfiq Quessy, 
insulting to PalestmiaBS ^ .^ stated that Dr. Abbadi had 
and that what he memiF ^oted in foe interview chat 
was “a call for liberating he was e.xpressing his 


Palestine and forming an 
independent Palestinian 
state on its own land.” 
During foe trial in Feb- 
ruary, Dr. Abbadi present- 
ed a 14-page defence 
statement, claiming that 
be was practising bis 
“constitutional ri^t of 
freedom of expression by 
exhibiting my own politi- 
^ and intellectual 
thought, and I did not ask 


point of view and that “it 
could be right or wrong 
but it is my own opinion." 

“It is clear to court 
that foe defendant was not 
targeting any specific 
mfovidual, identi^, or 
sector, and that Dr. Abba- 
di stressed his strong sup- 
port for foe national rela- 
tion that links foe Jordan- 
ian and Palestinian peo- 
ple,” court transcripts 


said. 

Further, the court said 
the newspaper quoted Mr. 
Abbadi's statement “1 will 
be relieved if foe Pales- 
tinians were to go" out of 
context, and “foe court 
found that what he meant 
was ‘1 will be relieved if 
Palestinians were to 
return to their homeland, 
because this means foe 
return of Palestine to 
Palestinians and foe end 
to their suffering.’ 

“The court sees the 
interview, as a political 
and social foought, was 
addressing foe P^estinian 
cause and does not cause 
any crime or offence,” foe 
court said. 

: Any. Haboul, who was 
cross-examined twice this 
year by foe plaintiffs 
about his identity and 
political beliefs, was 
seeking JDl million in 
damages, stating in 
December that if he won 
foe case, he was planning 
to establish a centre to 
fight regionalism in Jor- 
dan. 


German team evaluates standards project 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An 
evaluation team from foe 
German ministiy for eco- 
nomic cooperation is vis- 
iting Jordan for two 
weeks to evaluate foe 
GTZ Project for Metrolo- 
gy, Standardisation, Test- 
ing, and Quality Manage- 
ment (MSTQ), which has 
been conducted since 
1991 in cooperation wifo 
foe Jordan Institution for 
Standards and Metrology 
(JISM), according to a 
JISM press release. 

The team consists of 


Weiner Goebt, from foe 
Research Institute for 
Technical and Economic 
Cooperation, Aachen 
University, and M. Lam- 
bert, from foe Bremen 
Instimte for foe Analysis 
of Natural Commodities, 
foe statement continued. 

The work programme 
inclodes visits to Jordan- 
ian institutions, compa- 
nies, and laboratories 
affiliated wifo MSTQ. 
The MSTQ project is rel- 
evant for Jordan in view 
of foe fact that Jordan is 


sbeduled to sign in 
November 1997 foe EU- 
Jordanian partnership 
agreement and is prepar- 
ing for foe WTO member- 
ship, according to foe 
statement 

The team will also meet 
relevant Jordanian offi- 
cials from various min- 
istries and institutions 
such as the Ministry of 
Planning, Ministiy of 
Industry, Trade and Sup- 
ply, Royal Scientific 
Society, jffigher CounctJ 
for Science and Technol- 


ogy, and foe Amman 
Chamber of Industry, the 
press release read. 

The evaluation team 
will conduct an evalua- 
tion of foe GTZ/MSTQ 
project to assess its 
progress and prepare pro- 
posals for foe efficient 
continuation of foe pro- 
ject, taking into consider- 
ation foe motto of foe 
project, “Jordanian prod- 
ucts are competitive," foe 
statement concluded. 
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Drag trafficking, money laundering 
and nuclear waste crash into summit 


EDINBURGH (AFP) — 
The vulneFability of small 
states to drug traf&cldng, 
money laundering, nuclear 
waste and other scourges 
dominated the official 
agenda ahead of the 
Commonwealth summit 
here Friday. 

Meanwhile, diplomatic 
wran g lin g over Nigeria, the 
tegionai super-power in 
west Africa, thie^ned to 
overshadow official pro- 
ceedings as heads of gov> 
emment from the S4-nation 
Commonwealth gathered 
for their biennial summiL 

Commonwealth 
Secretary-General Chief 
Em^ Anyaoku unveiled a 
report, **A frituie for small 
states overcoming vulnera- 
bility”, which he said 
sou^t to highli ght the 
pU^t of small countries as 
globalisation sweeps across 
nadonal economies. 

The **small'* label has 
been pinned to 45 
Commonwealth nations, 
notably a string of island 
states across the Caribbean, 
the South Pacific, the 


Indian Ocean, the 
Mediterranean and some 
smaller African and Middle 
Eastern countries. 

Mr. Emeka warned of 
“the possible maigiii^sa- 
tion of small economies as 
a result of the progressive 
iiberalisatioo of the global 
economy.” 

This was in line widi the 
official a^nda for the first 
Commonwealth s ummi t to 
be held on British soil for 
20 years — the role of trade 
and investment in the 
development of 

Commonwealth nations. 

Mr. Emeka also i^ted 
to the “vulnerability to 
criminal activities, such as 
money laundering and drug 
trafficking, and possible 
thre^ to secuii^ arising 
from the trans-boundaiy 
movement of hazardous 
waste and nuclear materi- 
al." 

Small states also face 
widespread environmental 
diteats, notably the dangers 
of sea level rises in the U^t 
of global waimiog. 

P^dent of die low lying 


island state of tbe Maldives, 
MaumooD Abdul Gayomt, 
said that global waimmg 
was the “most harmfuT’ 
threat to small countries. 

Natural disasters pose a 
major threat to small states, 
delegates said. 

Prune Minister of the 
Caribbean island of St 
Lucia, Kenny Anthony, 
pointed to the “calamitous 
destruction" of neighbour- 
ing Montserrat, which has 
been ravag^ by vcdcanic 
eruptions this yean 
' He said that “the intema- 
tjogal co mmufiTiy con- 
tinued to be paralysed in its 
responsibilities” to the 
plight of the island*s ptqni- 
latioo. 

While officials sought to 
move die spotlight onto tte 
hardships of small coun- 
tries, foe most populous 
African country, Nigeria, 
continued to HranTnara 
diplomatic delibearations 
hm. 

The Commonwealth has 
already decided that 
l*figeria, which was sus- 
pend^ in 1995 in foe wake 


of persistent human rights 
violations, will not be 
expelled foe groiqi. 

But ministerial trouble 
shooters have drafted a 
fresh action plan against 
Nigeria was to be 
deteted laier Friday. 

British Foreign Secret^ 
Robin Cook said that min- 
isters bad drafted a “robust 
statement which plainly 
sets out foe state of afEairs 
in Nigeria and sets out a 
number of steps of pressure 
to try and get Nigeria back 
to a demooatic rule.” 

Government sources said 
thaf the Commonwealth 
will be Qiged to march 
sanctions imposed by 
European states, under 
which the mflitaty regime 
of Sard Abacha faces visa 
restrictions, an arms embar- 
go and a halt to sporting 
links. 

Some of Ni^da’s 
Afiican ndghbours have 
been unwiUixig to levy 
sanctions on foe regional 
super-power, fearing the 
effect these would have on 
foelr economy. 


Child commercial sexual 


exploitation tackled in Oslo 


OSLO (AFP) — United 
Nations and government 
officials gathering here for 
Monday's international 
conference on child labour 
face tbe complex task of 
bow to eradicate perhaps 
foe most chilling aspect of 
this trade: comtnercial sex- 
ual exploitation. 

Every day, millions of 
children, in countries such 
as Thailand, BraziL, tire 
Dominican Republic, 
Venezuela are forc^ by 
pimps into prostitution, a 
higltiy lucrative area of 
child labour. 

It’s a juicy business: bars, 
hotels, massage pvlouns, 
centres for specialised 
guides and poroogrt^bk: 
videos, sex-shops sex 
tourism all generate billions 
of dollars. 

Experts estimate that tbe 
latter alone, in places like 
Manila, Copacabana in 
Mexico and Pattaya in 
Thailand, yields ^ billion 
per year. 

Non governmental organ- 
isations (NGOs) describe 
foe business as archetypal 
exploitation of foe most 
vulnerable by the most 
powetfril, perpetrated by 
wealfoy clients, influential 
pimps preying on deprived 
families, illiterate children, 
street kids and ethnic 
minorities. 

Pimps “recruh" children 
from the most impover- 
ished districts in Brazil, 
India, Colointna, 

Cameroon, die Ivory Coast 
and Kenya, notes foe NGO 


End Child Prostitution and 
'Trafficking (ECPAT). 

Organist crime net- 
work pluck, buy and 
exchange young girls in 
poor nu^ areas. 

Nqnl and India, 
Bangladesh and foe Middle 
East, and on foe nonhem 
Thai border are well-beaten 
paths of this trade. Thailand 
and Thiwan are ^votal 
points for child pro^tutes 
destined for Ausbalia, the 
Uctited States and the rest of 
Asia. 

Eiqiloitaticm of these 
prostitutes comes from all 
sides, says ECPAL from 
recruiters, pimps, bar own- 
ers, taxi drivers, night- 
clubs, sordid brotitels, fre- 
quented by sailors, busi- 
nessmen ai^ tourists. 

It is a plague creeping 
across all continents. 

In former Soviet-bloc 
countries, social fracture 
has prepued tte ground for 
trafficl^ who procure or 
organise prostitution in sta- 
tions in Russia and 
Ukraine. 

On the German sex mar- 
k^ Russian or Romanian 
girls cost less than Thai 
adolescents, note NGOs. 

In the United States, 
expens claim that between 
100,000 and 300,000 chil- 
dren are involved in prosti- 
tution and ptxnogR^hy, 
serving 500,000 climts. 
RemfiMciiig this boundless 
market is foe fritemet used 
to publidse specialised 
addresses and pomogrqfoic 
images. 


Existing figures tell just 
half of foe story. 

U.N. estimates put the 
number of children 
enslaved in Asian brothels 
at one million. Other esti- 
mates, from NGOs, author- 
ities, and university studies 
put tile figure for Thmland 
at betw^ 15,000 and 
800,000. In India, say 
NGOs, 20 to 30 po* cent of 
active prostituies are cihil- 
dien. 

Estimates of cfoilfoen 
involved in die sex trade 
include: between 20.000 
and 30.000 in Sri T.anka; 

40.000- 60,000 in Taiwan: 

50.000- 60,000 in tbe 

Philippines; 40,000 in 
PaldkaD; 2,000-40,000 in 
Vietnam: 200,000-500,000 
in China. 

UraCEF investigations 
found 100,000 child prosti- 
tutes in lli^and and foe 
Philippines, while one tiiird 
of tbe 10,000 to 15,000 
prostitutes in Phnom Penh 
(Cambodia) could be diil- 
dteo. 

These children ate not 
unscarred by this explmta- 
tion: many die young, 
through sexually transmit- 
ted diseases or through 
drugs suf^lied by foe 
pinqis. 

Rmnsertion progranunes 
exist (foe Intematioual 
Labour Oigaoisation has 
implemented these in 25 
countries), but they only 
reach out to a miimity. 
NGOs note titat a duldhood 
spent in prostitution can 
lead to a shattered adult life. 


Hostage prepares to qo|t Grozny 


MOSCOW CAFP) — Aid 
worker Chasti0[foe Andre pre- 
pared to leave Chedienya frr 
Moscow Foday after aimmer 
four mcMUfas cf capthity, amid 
contiDvezsy over die cdiciiz^- 
stances surrainding Im 
escqie. 

ChedieQ security 
said the Frenchman, wtio 
wodoed for die Mededns sans 
Frontieres (^F, Doctors 
without Borders) medfical 
charily, was free to leave, 
aldxn^ die precise date of ids 
departure remained Unclear. 

“We hope that be will be 
able to re^ Moscow during 
die d^, and die [xdUeais with 
foe loc^ audmities have bem 
resolved." an OSCE offidal in 
Grozny, who asked not to be 
named, told AFP jdioae. 

Magomed Magomadov, 
head of Checfaeaya*s Anti- 
Kidnapping Brk^ tokl 
Intecfox d^ the 30-year-<dd 
Aocbti was free to leave after 

his department had finisheri hs 

enquiries into his esc^ 

Thursday, Checbeo anti-ter- 
rorist dii^ Khunkar-Pasha 
Israpilov had threatened to 
storm the OSCE compound 
unksshewasallowedtoques- 
dcxi Andtti about his esc^ 

A guard working for the 
Orgamsation fix Secu^ aiMl 
Cooperation in 
(OSCE) is suqiected of 

*in nvisom nm^iti- 


atioDS to secure Ml Anditi's 
release, and Ml Magomadov 
refused to rule out m investi- ' 
gaticm into this. 

'The name d the OSCE 
guard, who lives in tbe 
Chechen cental Grozny, has 
not been released. 'Ihe 
Chediea authotities want to 
irderview a Reach dtizen also 
at die OSCE misriou in 
GtoziQ', Inisifax 

Ml Andtti was interviewed 
mvesti^iDis late Thutsd^, 
after Danifo ^donat and 
OSCE missinn chief in 
Grozny Rudo^ Thommg- 
PeteisoQ met Checfaen 
Ptesideut Aslan Madfoadov to 
discuss die situatian. 

MSF has refused to say 
whether the otganisation, 
wbidi ran an aid operation 
throughout the 1994-96 
Checfaen-Rmsian wa^ 
leoetved ransom demands fix 
MtiAndril 

Ml Magomadov said the 
Cbedioi security services also 
wanted to interview the local 
people vdio drove Mr. Andtti 
to Grozny after his esc^ 
They risk a 10-year jaft term if 
(hey acted as ransom mtenne- 
dianes, lotecfax said. 

Thufsd^ Ml Anditi, \riio 
was taken bost^ July 1, ndd 
AFP bow be had given his Idd- 
n^jpeis tbe sl^ “During din- 
ner (late Monday) 
ramoved my hatxlcuffs whid) 


hdd me to a racfiatoc 

*3ut (me of die Iddnappeis 
forgot to dose it again and I 
todc advantage of it to esc^ 
by die window, and walked fix 
an hour over fields b^xe I 
stof^ied a cac” be sai(L 

The kleitely of the hnaagp 
takers was uncleaL but they 
wero acting for “essentially 
criminaT lalber than pc^itical 
leascns, an MSF offidal sad. 

News (€Ml Andtti’s escqie 
came the same day two 
Hungarian aid woAets 
enqdcyed ty the Goieva- 
ba^ Action by Chonto 
'fogeiber were Iddis^ied in 
Giqzi^. 

Vlafomir Sunaly, a 
^pdoesman fix tie Russiaa 
Orthodox Chinch, tdd AFP 
that abcxjt 20 gunmen, some in 
militaiy unifomis, burst into 
the orgarnsatioo's offic^ dis- 
atmed the five guards and todt 
the two Himgaiian men. A 
Hungarian woman was 
bdu^ 

Two Britons, other ftxx 
Freodi natkxials, a Goman, a 

Yugoslav and two Russian 
Or&xlox Church aid workers 
are also mi&sing in qipaient 
kidnqjpings in or near 
Chec^ya. 

Chechia won de focto 
independence from Rusria in 
tbe war; but is not recognised 
by Moscow and is awafo with 
weapons and lawless groups. 


Sumatrans 


adjust to 
life with 
the haze 


JAKARTA — 

Tnrinnegans liVEOg OQ 

Sumaiia have bad to adjust to 
living wifo die diokiiig 

janriee emanating finm forest 

and bush foes ou the coun- 
tiy’s^ westernmost island, 
iqpohs sad Fdday. 

“Tve bad to wear a protec- 
tive mask in my cou rtroom., 
as die haag has fille d the 
room,” Judge Ali Syacpudfon 
told the Jakarta POsL 

Tbe normally lush proviace 
of stqjped rice terraces is foe 
latest area to be ccxisunied by 
an acrid haze diat fix months 
has been plaguing the ndg^ 
bouring proviooBs of Ja^ 
andR^ 

SurMnnan, a lesktent 
Stanatia, foe Rise 
“I dm’t leave foe house widk- 
om my mask, and vtiiea rid- 
ing rny moior^de, 1 alw^ 
turn iny headline <xi to 
av<nd aoddeots." The mporc 
in Rdang, the csqiical of 
Sumteia, has been closed 
anoeThesd^ ^nle day and 
in foe ixovirice of Jarrdn 
ace rqxited to be hidistia- 
gmshahle as foe haze blots 
out foe sun. 

*The haze is so duck that 
motorists can't see each 
other;" die daily quoted a 
delivery man as saying. 

Jaml^ acc adiig to die 
meteonrikigy headquarters 
here, is one of tbefiiarregiocis 
in Dadonesia, daee in Sumatra 
and Soufo KalimaDtan on 
Borneo Island, faacdesc hit liy 
tiiehazediatrefiisestofossi- 
pate. Hieatdi officials in Jambi 
bare seal a rise of between 
40 and 50 per cent in 

TBPrih^ of patients 
tr eatment fyc leSpOalDiy ail- 
menls, asthma and hmg btoiH 
chitis, e^iedally diDfoen. At 
least ax yjnrinnes ijms bave 
of adaoents 

w hile d ie bgalfo of mac flan 
40 SXX) odiets bave been 
affoosd, offinsds have said. 

Satellite images continue to 
pidc up hoc spots on Sumatra 
and KaBmantan, the 
Iridraiesian part o£ B 0 CD 6 O 
Ttlanri 

The oouDtiy has received 
inipmfltinnfli aid in die finm 

finanrial a^ - ftarirg and water 

bombers, bat efirxts to sub- 
due the blazes hare beco 
hanqieRd by a dcoi^X said 
to be the country's worst in 50 
years. 

The country's leaifing eavi- 
mnmental watdidog, ^^^Ihx, 
basestintetedfoatro^ghly 1.7 
millifm hedares of fixest and 
ground across foe oountiy 
have been affected foe 
fires. 

Rains and shiffiri^ winds 
dleaied the sky over some 
D^(ms in catty Oefobo; but 
the haze has rince tenimed to 
the pftwinces and nefebbewT- 
mg countries 
Malays and Sin^fxxe, 
where residents rem^ on 
atert. 



Jordan Hmes, Saturday, October 25, 1997 

Ir <n 


A group of hfigerSans protest outside the Edinburgh Intemational Conference Centre 
nfte it became clear the 54 wnriftn groupiii^ wonld not heed their call for immediate 
sanctions (Reuter photo) 


Climate 


negotiators 
work on 


treaty text 


BONN (R) ^ Delates 
fresn more than 150 nations 
b^an woddiig Riday on foe 
text fix a United Nations 
treaty on global warming 
after die United States pie- 
sented its controvosial plans 
OQ cutting greoibouse gases. 

The confaence, which rons 
foroo^ 0(X. 31, is pcqiaczng 
foe ^ound fix a U24.-^xxi- 
sored conference on 
in R^xo, Jqian in Deceofoer. 

German Foreign Minista 
Klaus Kinkel added his vrace 
to tile flowing chorus of oit- 
tggn of U.S. Presideot Bill 
who ^^fednesday 
nitrthv-ri ibe king-awaited 
U.S. proposals on targets to 
reduce catbon efioxide output 
to 1990 ievds in 10 years. 

“I^’te not b^py," Ml 
K inkel said in Tokyo after 
meeting wifo Prime Minister 
ityutaro Hashimoco. *Tbe 

i n th w tfriaKwd narinns , T?ipart, 

Geanoiy and also the United 
Srates, b ea r foe maiaie^jQD- 

“Wte produces most of die 
002 has to make most efibds 
to reshict ii;*’ he said in a 
dear rdbeoce to tbe Umted 
Stoes, which produces 25 
pa oem of die worid's emis- 

SiOQS. 

Global waniimg B thought 
to be caused a buQdiqi in 
die atmosphere of gases such 
as carbon dioxide emitted 
from die burning of fossil 
fuels. 

U.N. negotiaton in Bonn 
said they woe dis app o iac d 
wifo Ml OintOD's latest pro- 
p(»als for tackling global 
wazming because too littie 
was jdedged to aevot a poten- 
tial Hfrruira riisajaer dtt offi- 
ctels also said tbe Uratied 
States was frilmg to live 19 to 
past co mmltiaen B. 

A team of White House 
nfijrifli-s arrived in Bonn 
Thursday afternoon to 


down the (idlty response and 
convince scqxical delegates 

fhatMr CKfitnn’s plan WOOld 

be foe best basis for a climate 


agreemenL 

Ml Qintoa sec out in a 
^peedi in Watiiingtoa foe 
U.S. intention to reduce hs 
ouqwtofgrosbouse gases to 
1990 leveb by 2008 to 2012, 
tadtty arimtmng k WOltid fafl 
to do SO by 2XX) as agreed 
eariieL 

Ml Clinton's sp ee c h was 
the final piece in tbe puzzle. 
Now, aQ die plans of tbe 
inriii,driaHsed nations 
are on the table. But none of 
tbe n^otiatocs here finsn 
more than 150 axmtiies 
bdiere Ml Qinton's offer 
was foe last word on foe sub- 


ject 

AEuropean Uakn call fix 
15 pa ceot reductions by 
2010, has been backed by a 
large group of thizd world 
couiitties, wlu^ jdiied in tbe 
sharp ciffidsm of die U.S. 
plazL 

EU leaders as well as gov- 
emme nt oflScialS iu 
Gemiai^, Raooe, Britaia and 
Japan hare cdtictsed Nfr: 
Clintoa's proposals as insuf- 
fictent and (iisappewnting. 

Raul Estrada^Oyuda, an 
Aigeotme d^omat who is 
diainnao of tbe cuzrent treaty 
Q^otiadocs, said be was baf- 
fled by the U.S. plan, and that 
he has long been dis^ipoiat- 
ed by the U.S. track reconi on 
coateiniDg greeobouse gases. 

ExwiromMntalists say any- 
thing Iftcy than 15 pa OCDt 
cuts would be a xec^ fix 
disaster. 


Japan calls for return 
of commercial whaling 


'TOKYO (AFP) — Japan 
insisted Friday it should be 
allowed to return to com- 
mercial whaling after its 
request was turned down by 
the International Whaling 
Commission in Monaco. 

“Japan should return to 
commercial whaling." said 
Yoshinobu Shimamura. 
minista of agriculture, 
forestry and fisheries, 
adding that scientific evi- 
dence showed foe whale 
population would be main- 
tained. 

Thursday Japan repeated 
Its request to the whaling 
commission for a quota of 
50 whales to be taken from 
its coastal waters, but was 
turned down by an ova- 
whelming majority. 

Japan has ni^e foe 
request every year for foe 
pak 10 years, saying a 
moratorium on whale hunt- 
ing has caused distress and 
foe disintegration of its 
coastal communities. 

“The numba of «'«tnlce 
whale is actually-increasing 


and we will maintain our 
position favoring commer- 
cial whaling," Mr. 
Sbimamura said. 

Thursday, Japan's 

Institute of C e tacean 
Research said it would sell 
foe meat of 100 minke 
whales it had captured in 
foe northwestern Pacific 
OceaiL some of it destined 
for school lunches. 

TTie institute is commis- 
sioned by the Japanese 
Fisheries Agency and 
catches some 400 minke 
whales a year in tbe 
Antarctic and 100 in foe 
northwestern Pacific Ocean 
for what it says are scientif- 
ic research purposes. 

Whale meat is considered 
a rare deUcacy by Japanese 
consumers and is serred in 
speciali^ restaurants. 

Japan has a 400 year his- 
tory of whale hunting and 
foe nation has met strong 
criticism from tbe intema- 
donal community for its so- 
called scientific, but lethal, 
research of whales. 


S. Korea jpresident 
seeks rapprochement 
with opposition 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korean President Kim 
Young-Sam Friday sought 
a rapprochement wifo tbe 
opposition as turmoil in 
foe ruling party deepened 
less than two months from 
a presidential election. 

Id a rare t5te-i-t8te at the 
presideutial Blue House, 
the president assured vet- 
eran opposition leader 
Kim Dae-Jung that tbe 
Dec. 18 election would be 
“foe foiiest in history,’* 
spokesmen for foe two 
said. 

'The piesi(ient also told 
Kim Dae-Jung, currently 
the leading candidate in 
opinion polls, there was no 
political scheme to reor- 
ganise tbe ruling camp to 
prevent tbe opposition 
&om winning foe dectioo, 
foe presidential 

qrokesman said. 

“TU see to it that tbe 
polls prove to be tbe clean- 
est ai^ fairest eva in his- 
tory," Kim Young-Sam 
said. 

He also assured foe 
opposition leader foat gov- 
ermnent agencies, inciud- 
ing police and tbe secret 
service, would not iota- 
foe in campaigning. 

“As long as I remain as 
president, there will be no 
intervention by any gov- 
emmeDt agencies in foe 
electoral process,” Kim 
Young-Sam was quoted as 
saying. 

*1116 president's t8te-a- 
fote with his old poUtied 
foe was seen as a blow to 
foe ruling New Korea 
Party’s (SKP) own candi- 
date Lee Hoi-Chang. 

Mr. Lee this week turned 
on the president, calling 
for him to leave the party 
and for a probe of his 19^ 
campaign funding. Tbe 
move caused a major split 
between presidential loy- 
alists and Lee followers. 

■nitmoil in the NKP 
deepened Friday after Mr. 
Lee. a former Supreme 
Court judge, spumed an 
invitation to meet foe pres- 
ident. His supporters 
accDsed Kim Young-Sam 
of secretly suRporting a 


ruling party breakaway. 

Mr. Lee’s surprise attack 
on foe president came after 
tbe prosecution suspended 
an investigation of slush 
funds which foe NKP 
chared bad been amassed 
by Kim Dae-Jung. 

Mr. Lee Friday accused 
tile president of ordering 
tbe fxosecutiOD to drop foe 
case. Speculation has it 
that tbe president might 
have been blackmailed by 
tbe opposition in connec- 
tion wifo his own 1992 
election funding. 

Apparently iikal by foe 
meeting, Lee boy- 
cotted his own interview 
with foe president set for 
Saturday, saying: “It is 
meaningless to meet wifo 
foe president because foe 
prosecution has decided 
not to probe tbe slush 
funds (of foe opposition 
candidate)." 

Mr. Lee's aides accused 
tbe president of scheming 
to double cross Mr. Lee 
and switch his support to a 
forma provinci^ gover- 
nor and protegti, Rhee In- 
Je. who bolted the ruling 
party after the NKP nomi- 
nation race in July ended 
in' favour of Mr. L^. 

Recent polls opinion 
show that hfr. Rhee, with a 
28 pa cent support rate, is 
second favourite after kUm 
Dae-Jung who bolds 36 
pa cent. Mr. Lee is ranked 
third wifo 15-to-18 pa 
cent 

Friday's meeting was 
seen as a boon to Kim 
Dae-Jung, who is nearing 
a deal, through which he 
could secure the support of 
a second opposition 
leadCT, Kim Jong-Pil, in 
foe presidential poll. 

The president told Kim 
Dae-Jung foe botched 
slush fund “exposti" had 
not been foe work of foe 
Blue House, indirectly 
pointing foe finger at Mr. 
Lee. 

'T was taken aback by 
foe exposti. Had I known 
in advance. 1 should have 
objected to it,” Kim Dae- 
Jung quoted foe president 
as saying. 


Inequality 
among 
sexes 
increased 



STTLiiSBOURG, 

(AFP) — Women in 
countries that make i|ie 
Council of Europe HqU 
few high ranking gov^ 
ment posts wifo none pres- 
ident or premia and less 
than 20 per cent in parlia- 
ment, according to a rqxxt 
by foe counciL 

The report, entitled 
“Women in politics in 
memba states of the 
Council of Eurc^,” 
pushed the council to 
organise a ministerial con- 
ference on the issue in 
Istanbul on Nov. 12-14 to 
draw up an action plan. 
According to foe report, tbe 
least sexist Comcil of 
Europe countries are 
Swetfeo and Ncxway that 
respectively have ^ pa 
cent and 42.il pa cent 
women in govenuneoL 
'Third is France wifo 33 pa 
cent of foe cabinet made up 
of women. 

Cyprus, Hungary, 

Moldova, Poland, Romania 
and Slovenia are at the end 
of the scale wifo no wconen 
in government. Only 14 out 
of foe 40 countries bave 
more than three women in 



govenunent. 

In parliament. Turke>* 
comes in last wifo only 13 
women among the 550 
deputies. France ranks 23rd 
wifo 1 1 per cent women 
deputies and 5.6 per cent 
female senators, less than 
in Nordic states as well as 
Spain. Germany. Britain, 
Slovakia and Lithuania. 


Woman 
rescued 
after 
weeks of 
torture by 
husband 


230N (R) — A woman 
who was teld prisooa and 
repeatedly tortined for 
weeks by ha husband was 
rescued afta she managed 
to makft a telephone (ialL 
police said Tliuraday. 

“She was held five or six 
weeks against ha will and 
literally tortured ova that 
time." said Ll Greg 
Nugent of foe police 
department in Zion, a town 
north of Chicago near foe 
Wisconsin state line. 

“For the last week to 10 
days we don’t thinic she ate 
at all. She lost 18 kilo- 
grammes and was tortured 
in just about every imagin- 
able form," he $ai(L 

“Sbe was beaten wifo a 
bamma, a taJiIe leg, 
burned, cut, stabbed with a 
fork. Ha body is literally 
covered with bruises and 
cuts. Ha husband was nib- 
bing salt into the wounds 
and giving ha salt baths 
afta he cut her,” he said. 

**She was bound and put 
in a closet.” he added. 

Ll Nugent said the 
wo man was zescued 
Tuesday after she managed 
to make a call when her 
husband did not m^ilug foe 
telephone as he bw been 
doing. 

'Ihe woman, Juanita 
Menses, 19, was being 
treated at a ho^iitaL ^ 
husband, Tlinouiy 

Williams, 22, was hel^ 
$1 millio n bond, dBIgP“ 
with aggravated 
aggravated kidna0>h¥ ^ 
c riminal sexual OSSault, L* 


Nugent said. ^ 

He said 
be was arrested, 


explanation for 
happened. - 

“He just asiced^^-- 
lawya,"LL" 
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Possible health 
risk from mobile 
phones studied 


VIENNA (R) — Scientists 
from 10 countries said 
Thursday tb^ had no evi- 
dence that mobile tele- 
phones can cause cancer, 
but they called for speedy 
research into the effects 
electromagnetic fields 
(BMP) on the human body, 
A spokesman said after a 
conference in >^enna that 
poor ccunmunication among 
researchers, governments, 
industiy and the public was 
partially to blame for anxi- 
ety about EMF sources such 
as mobile telephones and 
power lines. 

The rq)id increase in the 
use of mobile telephones 
has led to scare stories in 
many countries about expo- 
sure to emf causing cancer 
and other diseases, espe- 
cially in children. 

*lhis is something that 
we bold as a high priority . 
and JVC want to End out if 
these electromagnetic fields 
do produce cancer" 
Michael Repacboli, manag- 
er of ±e international 
project of the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), said. 

“^rtainly there is con- 
cern among scientists that 
we would like to know what 
is going on because some- 
thing could be h^pening 
that we did not know about 
before,” he told a news con- 
ference. 

The EMF project, which 
was launched last year, is a 
five-year $3.3 million pro- 
gramme to study possible 
health hazards stemming 
from exposure to an ever- 
increasing number of EMF 


sources. 

"To date, healdi research 
in this area has been largely 
ad hoc and totally uncoordi- 
nated at the international 
level," Mr. Repacboli said. 

"Under certain circum- 
stances. EMF can be poten- 
tially hazardous, and the 
risk to a person's health 
depends on the level of 
exposure. Sometimes, the 
perceived risk from such an 
exposure is much higher 
than it is in reality." 

In some countries, the 
installation of base stations 
for mobile telephones has 
run into public opposition 
because of concerns that the 
electromagnetic emissions 
might cause cancer. 

In many countries, electri- 
cal companies have bad to 
divert high-voltage trans- 
mission Ikes around pppu- 
Jatcdareas. . !.l .1 . - 

Concerns about EMF and 
health now cost the U.S. 
economy alone around $1 
billion annually, the WHO 
said. 

"Obviously the mobile 
telephone industry is con- 
cerned that the public is 
worried about health effects 
and they also recognise that 
a lot of research still is 
needed. Europe is actually 
getting a large proportion of 
its funding from industry 
for the research pro- 
gramme" Mr. Repacboli 
said. 

*Tf there is any potential 
detriment, then they should 
be the ones who support 
research to find this ouL" he 
added. 


More human remains 
uncovered in Brussels 
pastor’s house 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — Bel- 
gian police has found more 
human remains in a house 
belonging to a pastor 
accused of murdering six 
members of his family, a 
public prosecutor said Fri- 
day. 

The remains were found 
in one of three Brussels 
houses of Belgian-Hungari- 
an pastor Andras F^y 
Thursday, said prosecutor 
Hilde van de Voorde. 

Prady denies all the 
charges against him. 

Van de Voorde told a 
news conference that the 
remains were "part of an 
arm, as well as finger 
parts." 

She would not say 
whether finds were 
related to earlier discover- 
ies of h uman remains in the 
Prady case. 

Wi^esday investigators 
bad found human bones, 
teeth and a ring in one of 
Pandy's homes in die run- 
down Brussels suburb of 
Molenbeek. 

The unoccupied property 
was the same one where 
police had previously 
uncovered a human leg, 
pieces of skull, a hip and 
other unidentified human 
body parts Saturday and 
Tu^day. 

Randy is suspected of 
killing two former wives 
and four children in the late 


19S0s. 

Van de \borde said the 
house where 30 investiga- 
tors have been carrying out 
searches since the start of 
the week had been broken 
into overnight Thursday. 
She did not elaborate. 

Hungarian police also 
searched a house belonging 
to Pandy in Dunakeszi, 
Hungary, Wednesday but 
they turned up nothing. 

Pandy was arrested Ig^t 
week. The court Tuesday 
extended his preventive 
detention for one month. 

H ungari an police SUS- 
pects Pandy of havmg 
accomplices, the Hunganan 
daily Nepszabadsag police 
cited police Colonel Lajos 
Kovacs as saying Friday. 

Police also identified 
eight Hungarian women 
who bad answered the pas- 
tor's want ads in the earjy 
1 990$ and lived with him in 
Belgium for some time. 
Col. Kovacs said. 

Several women were 
questioned by police but 
investigators feared that 
others may no longer be 
alive. ... 

Hungarian police will 
open an investigation Mon- 
day into about 60 suspect 
disappearances even 

thou^ they doubt that 
Pandy killed any people in 
Hungary, Col. Kovacs said. 


Singapore 
adjourns 
oil spill 
captain 


cases 


SINGAPORE (Rj — A Sin- 
gapcxe court Riday 
adjourned for four weeks die 
case against the c^itains of 
two oil tankers diat collided 
and spilled 29.0(X) tonnes of 
oU into the Singers StraiL 
At the request of the pose- 
cution, Jut^e See Kee Oon 
adjourned until Nov. 21 the 
cases a^dnst Michael 
ChaDdtis, captain of the 
Cypms-regisb^ed Evoikos, 
and Jan ^kolowsld, captain 
of ttie Thai-owned Orqxn 
Global. 

"Our investigations are still 
incomplete." L^chand SfaenL 
a maritime and Port Audioti- 
i.ty.of ^Ugapo^.(^AjJegal 
officeractingfbrifaepiosecv- 
tion, told the court'. 

Gorged with reddess oav- 
igatioa. both men were 
released Thursday on Singa- 
pore dollars 100,000 
($63,000) bail and walked 
out of court Friday with the 
terms undianged. 

If convicted. Mr. ChaDdtis, 
a 58-year-dd Greek, faces a 
fine of up to SSSO,000 and 
two years in jaD. Mi: 
Sokolowski, a 5^ye^-old 
Pole charged with a slighdy 
different offence, could be 
jaUed fw up to six months 
and fined S$1,(X)0. 

Singapore auihodties have 
retained the passports of bodi 
men. 

Lawyers wotkmg on the 
case said tiiere was no indica- 
tim of exactly when the 
investi^on into one of 
soutii^ Asia’s worst 
spins would end. 

‘It could be over in two to 
three days, but things could 
be inqieded to some extent 
because Malaysia is bolding 
the Ora{^ Global” said one 
lawyer who declined to be 
identified. 

Singiqiore investigators 
now have to go tfarou^ 
Malaysian autiu^es before 
th^ can question crew mem- 
bos and inflect the Thai- 
owned vessel tiia lawyer 
said. 

Only a smaTl quantity of oil 
has b^ recovered ffom the 
sea by die international emer- 
gency dean-up which has 
been under way since Oct 
16. when the acddem hap- 
pened, advisers to the opera- 
tion said. 

Fri^, the number of boats 
woddng 00 the (dean-up in 
Singtqiore waters was halved. 
The ^^A said 26 crafts were 
cunendy on duty, compared 
to 52 Thursday. 

The boats were usmg 
absorbents jand sldmmers to 
lemcwe qD, imd laying booms 
to prevent it firm washing 
ashoe. the MPA said it had 
stopped using dispeisants. 

Ejqtens dispersants, 
which are deieigent-like 
phpming(s are Only useful in 
die early stages of a ^)3l 
before the oil coagul^es. 
enviroDineDtalists believe 
diey might have hannftil 
effects on marine life. 

A beDcc^iter survey of d% 
situation scbedded for Fri- 
day was caDed off due to 
anodier environmental |xob- 
lem in the area, smog caus^ 
by finest fires in Indonesia, 
the MPA said in a statement. 


Fate of French detainees seen 
as test of relations with Congo 


FrenA Minister Al^ Richard (right) greets at Roissi airport, near Paris, 

one of the m Fre^h ^diers back firom Congo where they were in charge of the secu- 
nty of the French embassy m Brazzaville (AFP photo) 


BRAZZAVILLE (AFP) — 
The case of three French 
nationals held in Congo's 
second city Pointe Noire 
after iDenis Sassou Ngues- 
so's armed victory was 
seen Friday as a test of 
relations be^een Ptuis and 
Brazzaville. 

Informed sources said 
that General Sassou 
Nguesso’s forces, who 
ouked president Pascal 
Lissouba last week, would 
be prepared simply to 
expel the Frenchmen but is 
linking this decision to the 
chance to question expatri- 
ates of several nation^ties 
who have taken refuge in 
the French consulate. 

The foreigners are said to 
include men who had ties 
with former rebels of the 
National Union for the 
Total Independence of 
Angola (UNTTA). which 
fought the Luanda govern- 
ment for almost two 
decades after indepen- 


dence from Portugal in 
1975. 

The ruling People’s 
Movement for the Libera- 
tion of Angola (MPLA) of 
President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos played a decisive 
part in Sassou Nguesso's 
power grab by sending 
troops and armour to back 
bis entry into Pointe Noire 
on OcL 15 and to establish 
control of the ai^rt in the 
Congolese capital Braz- 
zaville. 

The three French nation- 
als, who include a busi- 
nessman who has worked 
in I^s's fonner colony for 
many years, were being 
held at the central police 
station in Pointe Noire, the 
economic capital, where 
consular officials on 
Thursday found them in 
reasonable health, though 
at least one of them had 
been beaten up. 

Supporters of Gen. Sas- 
sou Nguesso, who was mil- 


itaiy ruler between 1979 
and his defeat in multiparty 
polls by Lissouba in 1991 
accuse the expatriates of 
being “mercenaries" w'ho 
had very close links with 
the elected head of state, 
who found temporary asyr 
lum in Buil^a Fasa 
weekend. vs,;l;jivi 

Sources in Braz^^i^ 
however, said that tfie only 
real mistake made l>y,.t]^ 
French three was to 
continue trading with liis- 
souba’s side ri^t up until 
his military rout 
Rightwing President 
Jacques Chirac of France, 
which has a considerable 
stake in the country 
through Elf-Congo, the 
subsidiary of petroleum 
giant Elf-Aquitaine with 
oil facilities in Pointe 
Noire, was reported to bave 
telephoned Gen. Sassou 
Nguesso last Tuesday to 
stress his great concern at 
the fate of the Frenchmen. 


Tbe three are being held 
notably with six Russian 
pilots who flew MI-24 
helicopter gunships to 
anack Gen. Sassou Ngues- 
so’s positions during the 
civil war, which broke out 
in June after Mr. lissouta 
sought to disarm rival mili- 
j^as ahead of presidential 
...flections which never hq>- 
.pened. 

Gen. Sassou Nguesso’s 
.Cobra militia has shown 
' hostility to the e.xpatriates, 
threatening them with 
summary execution. 

Angola's part in the con- 
flict also has a bearing, 
since Luanda initially justi- 
fied inteirention in Congo 
on the grounds of pursuing 
hostile forces from across 
the border. 

Luanda is concerned to 
secure its northern fron- 
tiers and the oil enclave of 
Cabinda with the help of 
new-found allies in Braz- 
zaville and tbe former 


Zaire, now ex-rebel L^- 
rent Kabila’s Democratic 
Republic of Cmigo. 

Separatist armed factions 
of foe Cabinda Enclave 
Liberation Front (FLEC) 
and Jonas Savimbi’s 
UNTTA have been active in 
both northern Angola and 
in foe economically vital 
oil province, formerly Por- 
tuguese, which lies 
between a strip of DRC 
and Congo and went to 
Luanda on independence. 

Interviewed by French 
private television TFl, 
■ Gen. Sassou Nguesso, who 
sdrove into Brazzaville to 
establish his authority 
•Thursday, said a legri 
enquiry into foe case of the 
French detainees was 
under way and that he had 
proof that they bad cooper- 
ated with Mr. Lissouba. 

GeiL Sassou Nguesso 
said foe three should be 
expelled. 


U.N. rights official 
to urge Khmer 
genocide investigation 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — A 
seniOT UJ^. official is to rec- 
ommend next month sending 
expe^ to Cambodia to 
examine foe evidence (ff 
genocide against Pol Pot and 
foe Khmer Rouge, a local 
paper reported Friday. 

Thomas Hanimarbeig. foe 
UJNl. spec^ represeruative 
ibr human rights in Cambo- 
dia, will foe recom- 
mendation to the UJ4. Gen- 
eral Assembly after Pol Pot 
d^ed responsibil^ fcx the 
Khmer Roue’s reign of ter- 
•nm-in- his first interview in 
nearly 20 years, foe Cambo- 
dia Dai^^^said 

The paper quoted David 
Hawk, dir^tcx of Cambodia 
office of tbe United Nations 
Cfenue for Human Rights, as 
saying Mr. Hammarberg 
would foat Secretaiy 
General Kofi Annan be 
aufocdsed to assign UJ4. 
esqjerts to evaluate the evi- 
dence. 

The assignment of experts, 
which Mr. Hammarberg first 
announced be would be 
requesting last month, will be 
foe first step in assembling an 
intematic^ tribunal to try 
the Khmer Rouge leadership 
on war crimes and genocide 
charges, whidi have been 
requested by foe government, 
Mr. Hawk said. 

‘'The first interview with 
Pol Pot in 18 years ... hi^- 
lights yet agam tbe need fw a 
genuine process to hold 
accountable and assess indi- 
vidual lesponaltility fta* die 
massive killings and torture 
between 1975 and 1979," foe 
paper quoted Mr. Hawk as 
saying. 


Thursd^ tbe Hong IGing- 
based Far Eastern Economic 
Review magazine prin^ an 
interview with Pol Pot in 
which he claimed that his 
“conscience was clear'’ for 
his actions during foe Khmer 
Rouge’s nearly four year 
reign of tenor in the 1970s. 

Reseanchers and historians 
believe that as many as two 
million Cambodians poished 
from executic^ starvation 
and disease during the radical 
Mate's fiifled attempt to 
turn the eoui^^ iiifo an agrar- 
ian utopia. 

Mr Havdc toldJhe new^- 
per foe experts '^uld be 
looking only at existing evi- 
dence of atrocities, including 
documents and oth^ infor- 
mation uncovered in die past 
dvee yeara by a U.S.-fiinded 
investigation. 

The Chnibodian Genocide 
Roject says it has iirefuiahle 
evidence to in^)licate die 
entire Khmer Rouge leader- 
ship in war crimes and geno- 
cide, much of it from tbe info- 
mous Diol Sleng, or S-21, 
torture and detention centre 
in Phnom Penh. 

In his interview with the 
R^ew, Pol Pot denied hav- 
ing any knowledge of the 
faciDty dirou^ which 
between 16dXX> and 20,000 
people were processed. (Dniy 
seven are known to have sur- 
vived. 

Mr. Haudc added Mr. Ham- 
marberg would note that 
ufoiJe it was inyortant the 
Khmer Rouge be tried fbr 
their aU^d crimes, h uman 
rights abi^ committed by 
ofoer Cambodian leginies 
should not be igncxedL 


Study casts doubt 
on ancestral link of 
birds and dinosaurs 


WASHINGTON (AFP) —Two 
paleootolo^sts have completed 
an analysis oft^ and dinosaiff 
skekiom dial brings into ques- 
tion the dieoiy foat the two 
species bdong to tbe same ikn- 
Dy, aocoding to a study diat 
appeared in Sdeoce magazine 
Hciday. 

Tbe existence of an ancestral 
link between Nids and 
(finosaurs has fascinated the sd- 
eodfic coonnumty tince die 
19th-oeonjiy disocweiy in Ger- 
many of foe two completely pie- 
S9ved fossils of the 
archaeopteryx, an animal with 
both utings and a reptile sbele- 
tOQ, encased in ISfimfUion 
year-dd rocks. 

If this unique fossil hmu ghr 
about foe idk foat Iriids and 
theropod dinosauis are two 
bram^ ck the same geo^c 
tree, thoi foe later (fiscovezies of 
(fifibenees in the tisletons of 
tbe two species have cast doubt 
GO foe tnfo (ff die foeoiy. 

But each tune, an essential 
characteristic of an of diese fos- 
sils has ivou^ the reseaidiers 
back on dte oidK)d(» evotutica- 


aiy path. Like then^xxl 
diiiosa^ foe archaecptetyx 
and modem birds only have 
dnee “fingers" on their anns or 
wings. 

It is fois characteristic ihar, 
according to Ann Builte and 
Alan Fefoiccia (f the Udveisity 
of North Cardina, proves foat 
die dinosaur and foe ancesto- cf 
birds do not share a direct link. 

By studying foe di^xiatim of 
the three “fiiigers" in foe ^foigs 
of a bitd, the two reseanfoeis 
noticed their sbnQarily to foe 
nurobeis two, foree and four in 
the series of five present in most 
other vertdxaiBS. However, the 
three fingers of fooqpod 
dinosaurs were similar to the 
oumbos ODs, two and three, the 
leseaicfaen said. 

“This important deveJopn»}- 
tal evidence that birds have a 2- 
3-4 digital ibnnula unlike the 
dinngMTr 1-2-3 is tllB m pst 
ijiqiortant barrier to belief in tbe 
(finosaur-origjn theory," Brhish 
specialist Rkfoaid Hincliffe, of 
dte Ifoiversiiy orWaks, wrote in 
an edtodal aonmqnnying die 
stiKly. 


Albright criticises 
religious freedom bill 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Secreta^ of State 
Madeleine Albright Thurs- 
day attacked a religious 
freedom bill pending in 
Congress as bureaucratic 
and daniaging to U.S. for- 
eign policy interests. 

Ms. Albright took aim at 
the bill in a speech at 
Washington's Catholic 
University of America at 
the so-called Wolf-Specter 
Act. which seeks to punish 
other countries that perse- 
cute religious groups. 

Tbe bill, introduced by 
Republican Rep. Frank 
Wolf of Virginia . and 
Repablican Sen. Arlen 
Specter of Peonsylvaoia, 
would set up a White 
House office for religious 
persecution monitoring 
that would impose sanc- 
tions on offending coun- 
tries. 

‘‘Although well-loteo- 
tioned, this bill would cre- 
ate an artificial hierarchy 
among human rights with 
tbe rigbt to be free from 
torture and murder shoved 
along with others into sec- 
ond place," Ms. Albright 
said. 


‘‘It would also establish a 
new and unneeded bureau- 
cracy and deprive U.S. 
officials of the flexibili^ 
required to protect the 
overall foreign policy 
interests of the United 
States," she told the univer- 
sity's Columbus School of 
Law. 

The freedom fi^m reli- 
gious persecution act, 
which has not so far been 
approved by either bouse 
of Congress. would 
empower the proposed 
office to cut off alL.ibut 
humanitarian aid ^ and 
.impose oiher sanctions.. It 
is 5trongly~opposed U.S. 
industry. 

Although the bill was 
attacked in congressional 
testimony last month by 
Assistant Secretary of 
State John Shattuck. Ms. 
Albright was the most 
senior official so far to go 
public with the administra- 
tion's criticisms. 

Mr. Shattuck told Reuters 
Thursday that the adnunis- 
tration was working with 
Congress to try to improve 
the law, which is currently 
with the House of Repre- 


sentatives International 
Relations Committee and 
has not been considered by 
the senate. 

He described it as a “very 
blunt instrument’’ that in its 
current form took no 
account of whetiier sanc- 
tions would be effective or 
counterproductive. 

Mr. Shattuck noted that a 
State Depaiunent report on 
religious persecution 
issued in July covered 86 
countries. ‘‘Any of diem 
would be within the scope 
..of the. legislation as. cur- 
rently drafted," be said. 

In her speech, Ms. 
Albright said that while 
religious freedom was a 
key U.S. goal, “if we are to 
be effective in defending 
the values we cherish, we 
must also take into account 
the perspectives and values 
of others." 

“Even the most patriotic 
among us must admit that 
neither morality, nor reli- 
gious freedom, nor respect 
for human rights were 
invented (in the United 
States). — nor are th^ per- 
fectly practised here," she 
added. 
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Fairness for all 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein and Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali have pledged 
that the country will enjoy fair and free 
elections on November 4. This is a solemn 
commitment that no Jordanian should take 
lightly. Including those who have decided to 
boycott the parliamentary polls. Yet despite 
these assurances, there is already ample evi- 
dence that ail is not well with the election 
process. There are increasing reports that 
forged voting cards are rampant, albeit not 
the direct fault of the concerned authorities. 
Two Jordanians were recently caught red- 
handed holding about 1,500 forged voting 
cards. 

Other reports, which the government has 
now confirmed, spoke of thousands of 
repeated names in -the final list of registered 
voters. The minister of interior, Nathir 
Rashid, himself stated that 80,000 repeated 
names were discovered and then deleted. 
How many more repeated names exist, and 
have yet to be discovered and scrapped from 
the ^al list before election day, we do not 
know. But what adds insult to injury is the 
widespread collection of voting cards by 
people acting on behalf of candidates or 
parties. 

To top it all, there is a clear and distinct 
Increase in tribalism on the eve of the next 
general elections. Prime Minister M^ali has 
officially announced that the elections 
beyond this year's will be. conducted on a 
new basis with the electoral districts drawn 
on the basis of one representative* for -each 
district. It is legitimate to ask why the prime 
minister, who is totally convinced about the 
urgent need for redrawing electoral dis- 
tricts, has not incorporated such a new 
model for this year’s elections. The govern- 
ment did not hesitate to legislate temporary 
laws even when Parliament was still sitting. 
Why did it not redraw districts when doing 
that required neither changing laws nor any 
parliamentary action for its endorsement 
and application. 

We all have to acknowledge that all Is not 
well with the current election law and the 
preparatory work for the next round of elec- 
tions. The fact of the matter is that there is 
not much time left before the country can 
rectify all the existing shortcomings. Given 
the extent of the issues and problems that 
have surfaced of late, it might not be such a 
bad idea to hold an emergency debate on 
whether the elections should be held or post- 
poned until at least the ground rules are 
recognised by everybody as sound and fair. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

SALAMEH EKOUR, a writer for Al Ra'i, commend-^ 
ed the Arab League for declaring its outright opposition 
to the American-sponsored plan to impose further sane- > 
tions on Iraq. The writer said that this stand should be 
backed by action represented in a worldwide diplomat- 
ic offensive in support of Iraq and with the help of 
China, France and Russia to persuade the world com- 
muniiy to lift the unjust embargo imposed on the Iraqi 
nation since 1990. The American-British aijamaf u- per- 
sistence of imposing more sanctions on Iraq reflects the 
two nations' hostile attitude towards the whole Arab 
Nation, said the writer noting that London and 
Washington seem not to be satisfied with the disman- 
tling of the Iraqi weapons but are seeking to huxniliaie 
the Iraqi people by destroying their cultural, civic and 
economic centres and prevent government leaders from 
movement inside and outside Iraqi territory. The writer 
said that while restricting Iraqis movement in their own 
territory by land and air and starving the Iraqi nation, 
Washington and London condone repeated Turkish 
aggression on Iraq. 

A WRITER for Al Arab Al Yawm criticised remarks 
by Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali during his 
recent tours of govemorates to encourage people to 
vote in the coming elections. Hilmi Al Asmar particu- 
larly referred to Dr. Majali 's repeated statements in 
which he said that the Muslim Brotherhood is only a 
religious group not concerned in politics. He said that 
such statements have their impUcatioi^ smd could be 
meant to pave the way. for uncomfortable relationship 
between the government and the Muslim Brotherhood 
in the coming stage. It is clear that had the Muslim 
Brothe±ood not declared their boycott of the coming 
elections, the prime minister would not have made the 
remarks. Such remaiks, said the writer, raise many 
question marks especially in the light of the fact that 
His Majesty King Hussein has openly praised the 
Muslim Brotherhood saying it had been instrumental in i 
helping Jordan overcome its many political and other I 
crises in the past T^ writer stress^ that the Muslim ' 
Brothe±ood which served the Kingdom in the past still 
serves as a tool for Jordan's political stability. 


Peace activists, on both sides, should join forces 


DESPITE THE failure of U.S. mediator Dennis Ross to 
revive the stalled Israeli-Palestinian peace negotiations, 
the meeting in Washington next week between 
Palestinian and Israeli delegations could still contribute 
to moving the peace process ahead. Given the growing 
Palestinian frustration over Israel's stubborn refusal to 
abide by its commitments, the entire region risks another 
explosion of violence that would undennine whatever has 
been achieved so far. 

We in Jordan ^d it very difficult to believe that Israeli 
1 Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu can be unaware of 
the dangers inherent in his policies not only to Israel and 
people but also to other peoples in the region. By the 
' s^e token, we cannot but be disdained by the apparent 
American bias by bl aming on the Palestinians for the 
'deadlock. 

However, the contention of U.S. President Bill Clinton 
that Netanyahu's effort to dictate his own version of a 
solution to the Palestinian problem could destroy 
Palestinian Pi^ident Yasser Ai^t clearly indicates a 
very deep White House understanding of die intricades 
of problem. That gives us hope that the U.S. would 
and could use its clout at some point or another to “con- 
vince" Israel that there cannot be a just, comprehensive 
and durable peace in the Middle East without Isiael's 
recognition of and respect for the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people. 

But the question that perisists is: How long is it going 


to take Washington to force its hand? It could actually be 
too long for us all in ±e region before Washington is able 
to ward oS the heavy pressure applied by the Jewish 
lobby and act tm the basis of international legitimacy and 
justice instead of a blind alliance with the Jewish state. 
The boycott by several key Arab states of next month's 
MldtDe East and North Aihca (MENA) economic confer- 
ence in Doha. Qatar, should have sent a clear message to 
Israel that iu quest for acceptance as a legitimate mem- 
ber of the region is far from accomplished despite the 
inroads it has made, helped by the Oslo agreement It is 
clear that Israel, which has lived in regional isolation 
since its creation on Arab land in 1948. cannot be politi- 
cally bothered too much about that aspect Thus the onus 
is clearly being shifted to the forces within Israel that 
have reached ±e wise conclusion that there cannot be 
peace without climbing down ftom the militaiy pedestal 
that Israel has established for itself as being the sole solu- 
tion to its problems with the Arabs. 

That is where Jordan comes into play. The respect and 
appiedation for Jordan and its leadership among the 
Israel, people is the best card that we in JOTdan can play 
to advance the peace process at this point in time. It 
seems though that progress towards a realistic solution to 
the fiindamental problem of the Middle East conflict can- 
not be found as long as the ri^t wing rentains in power 
in the Jewish ^te. As such, it is incumbent upon those 
among u$ who see dialogue as key to solving problems 


enhance their contacts with peace-loving Israelis with 
the aim of strengthening the peace camp m the Jewish 

*^ose efforts, however, should not be hindered l^- 
whatever h^pens in the short-term on the Israeli- 

Palestinian track of negotiations. 

Regrettably, we have been hearing too many "hardline’* 
voices that rule out any contact with the Israelis. Those 
voices should recognise that the only way to ensure that 
the Palestinians* legitimate rights are recognised and 
respected is through strengthening the camp of peace 
within Israel. Thai does not mean any .specific Israeli 
political party' or grouping — we have come too far in 
this game to understand that no Jewish political party or 
grouping exists today in Israel which is willing to recog- 
nise and respect the complete inalienable rights of the 
Palestinian people in the short or medium term. Not even 
will Meretz, often described as “more Palestinian than 
the Palestinians themselves." muster enough courage to 
put into practice what it preaches, even in the unlikely 
prospect of ii assuming power. 

It is not an easy task for many of us to build an alliance 
with peace-loving Israelis. But it is a job that has to be 
undertaken and accomplished if w e are to move from the 
state of tension, instability and insecurity in the ri^on 
and proceed on a course of progress and prosperity for all 
of us. 


Elections, Doha sununit, peace East Jerusalem 
dominate press commentaries clenched by steel fist 


THE 1997 elections in 
Jordan, the Doha econom- 
ic summit next monti^ the 
huddle East and regional 
issues w*ere given promi- 
nence in the local dailies 
last week. 

The 1997 parlianientaiy 
elections are definitely 
“tribal' in nature that is it 
will bring to Parliament 
representatives of the 
tribes rather than the 
whole country, said Fakhri 
Kawar, a writer for Al 
Ra'i daily. Eadi tribe will 
strive to place its own can- 
didate in Parliament and 
so the deputies sitting in 
Parliament ibr tiie coming 
four years will be commit- 
ted to try to meet only the 
needs of their resp^ve 
tribes that elected them 
rather than the country as a 
whole, he said. The 'tribal 
ideology ' flourished only 
because die government 
has imposed £e one-per- 
son. one-vote sysrem and 
because die political par- 
ties showed weakness and 
failed to influeDce the 
public with their ideolo- 
gies, according to die 
writer. He predicted that 
the coming parliament 
will seek to serve the 
tribes and will not include 
any real opposition to die 
government’s plans in 
political economic or 
other fields. 

Saleh Qallab a writer for 
Al Arab Al Yawm 
demanded that the 
of Interior con- 
duct inmiediate investiga- 
tions into cases of manipu- 
lation in the voter ca^ 
and puiush those responsi- 
ble for the reported 
forgery. Hie minister of 
'-interior has revealed the 
existence of 1400 forged 
cards diat fell into die 
hands of the authorities, 
noting that the forgery 
occui^ in more than one 
districi he said. Foigiiig of 
voter cards in onty one 
way for manipulation and 
there are other means 
which die ministry should 
deal with in a very prompt 
and strict manner, te said. 
He said that in one district, 
a candidate has succeeded 
in obtaining a great num- 
ber of voter cards which 
he distributed to his rela- 
tives and foends and it has 
been found that people in 
official positicois were 
involved in the ftaud. Hie 
writer said that to deal 
whh this matter the 
MOnisoy of Interior could 
debate new voter cards 
of dififerent colour or 
shape in areas where the 
for^ occurred and even 
can resort to postponing 
tile electicsis if need be in 
order to prevent ftirtiitf 
ftaudulent acts. 

Mohammad Daoud, a 
writer for Al Dustour, said 
that the shooting on a 
female candidate and the 
abuse and manipulation of 
voter cards that occurred 
in Jordan in the cuoent 
elections campaign could 
be isolated cases with a 
number of individuals 
responsible for them. But 
he said that these 
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uncivilised and rather 
criminal actions also indi- 
cate that certain candi- 
dates and tiidr supporters 
are responsible for them. 
Had the shooting been 
directed at candidates 
belonging to tire opposi- 
tion ^ups, there could 
have been an outcry, with 
the c^rposition accusing 
the government of perpe- 
trating the attack and 
could have fuelled suspi- 
cion on whether tiie el^ 
tions will be fair and free 
as the govmunent has 
been asserting, according 
to the writer. He said any 
attempt to forcibly influ- 
ence the course of &e 
elections or inteifeience in 
a violent manner directed 
against canddates is a 
crime that should be 
immediately d^t witii. 
The government seems 


the writer. He said (^atar 
should not be blamed fex 
nt ganisin o the economic 
meeting and could not be 
blamed for tiie failure of 
the Arab countries from 
reaching a consensus. 

Khaled Ziibeidi a writer 
for Al Arab Al Yawm said 
the projects whidi the 
Nfrnistiy of planning 
mtmds to submit to the 
Doha meeting next month 
are not new ^ have been 
drawn up in a difreient 
form. Perhaps the main 
projects concern the trans- 
tormation of Aqaba into a 
free trade zone and the 
drawing of water from 
Disi to Ammaa, both of 
which cost billions of 
dinars to zxz^leraent, be 
noted. The writer said tiiat 
projects costing several 
bniions of dinars were 
submitted to the previous 


'Most Arab countries are boycotting 
the Doha meeting because Israel is 
attending.The Arabs do not wish to 
offer the Jewish state a reward for 
its obstruction of the peace process 
and for its continued occupation of 
Arab lands’ 


determined to live up to its 
pron^ of free and fair 
elections and tiiis position 
said tiie writer, was mani- 
fosted in tiie pronqx inves- 
tigation into the shooting 
incident and tiie bandlmg 
the case of the foiged 
voter cards. 

Oreib Rintawi a writer 
for Al Dusiouc, said most 
Arab countries are boy- 
cotting the Doha econom- 
ic me^xog naturally 
because laael is attending. 
The Arabs do not wish to 
offer the Jewish state a 
reward for its obstruction 
of the peace process and 
for its oontinited occiqa- 
lion of Arab lands as well 
as the present Israeli gov- 
ernment’s policies in the 
Palestinian tols, said the 
writer It had been hoped 
that the Arab League 
would take a veiy decisive 
action and declare (^)enly 
that the Arabs are boy- 
cotting the Doha meetmg 
but it had chosen to give 
Arab states individually 
the right to decide for 
themselves, he noted 
However, Qatar, the host 
country, seems K> have 
display^ very tactful 
diplomacy by panting out 
tb^ it is Israel to blame for 
tiie present deadlock in tiie 
peace process, that the 
Qatari leadeis uodostand 
the position of tiiose coun- 
tries not wishing to attend 
titetoKtii^ aiudiaith^ 
also understand the po- 
tion of tiiose Arabs cmng 
for a boycott, according to 


economic meeting but 
' notfamg has matarialised 
because investors are 
reluctant to invest their 
frnids in such prefects and 
|xefer to ke^ tiiem in 
secure batiks abroad. We 
do not hear any zoore- 
favourable develc^meots 
in such Aqaba projects of 
Magic World tite con- 
stzuction a refinery and 
the liquefied Qatari gas 
reaching Aqaba winch 
wore preseatM to the pre- 
vious MQddle East and 
Noztii Afoca economic 
meetings, tiie writer pelt- 
ed out The writer said 
insCKid of seeking coc^ier- 
ation ti&oogh the Doha 
meeting, the Arabs can 

ar rang e amo ng Cbem- 

selves, witiiout Israd's 
involvement to chart and 
cany out titeir economic 
schemes. 

Thhcr Adwan, a writer 
for Al Ac^ Al Yawm, said 
ds^te tiie U4. pressure 
on w the Arab countries to 
tato part in the Doha &ixy 
nomic meeting, there is a 
clear detomi nation on the 
part of the Arab states not 
to participate in the event 
scheduled frir next month. 
Tbs writer quoted Saudi 
Arabian Khaled 

Sultan's statement 
published in Al Hayat 
newspaper as saying that 
"America's aim of bolding 
the Doha meeting with the 
Aidis and the Is^lis tak- 
ing pan, is to integrate 
Is^’s economy into the 
economies of die Arab 


region with the purpose of 
involving the Arab coun- 
tries into the process of 
substituting the present 
American aid with Arab 
countries economic asris- 
tance to the Jewish state in 
the fijture." It is clear, said 
the writer, that the Arabs 
refuse to cooperate with 
Israel whose bulldozers 
are demolishing Arab 
homes and whose armed 
forces occupy Arab lands 
and whose war planes 
carry out daily raids on 
Lebanon. 

Al Dustour daily com- 
mented on the U.S. 
envoy’s ‘lattsi trip’ to.’ttie 
Mid^e East appaiei^y: 
a fre^ attempt to end 
deadlock in the peace 
process expressing the 
view that it was again a 
total faOuie. Dennis Ross, 
said the paper, could not 
transform tiie handshake 
between the Israelis and 
die Palestinians as 
appeared on television 
screens into reality on the 
ground largely due to 
j^rael's iotransi^nt posi- 
tion. hideed, no one had 
not e.xpected Ml Ross to 
achieve aity break- ; 
through because the U.S. 
diplomacy has been show- 
ing hesitancy and lacking 
wOl or determination to 
work for real peace, the 
p^ier added As Mr. Ross 
continues to come and go 
without achieving any 
progress, added the paper, 
the Arabs have become 
more and more convinced 
tiiat the U.S.'s objective is 
only to see that negoti- 
ations are continuing 
while allowing its Israeli 
ally to win more time to 
build more settlemeots on 
Arab lands, further com- 
plicating the issue. 

Mohammad Subeihi, a 
writer for Al Arab Al 
Yawm, blamed the 
Jordanian government for 
fijfling to secure the 
prompt release of the 
Jordatuan prisoners in 
Israeli jails. Despite the 
latest govenunent's state- 
ments tiiat the prisoners 
will soon be fi«^ many 
are still in Israeli jails and 
it seems tiiat the govern- 
ment is not taking firm 
st^ to secure their fiiee- 
dom, be chaiged |The 
writer said tiiat when the 
Mc»sad agents were 
caugbt red-handed trying 
to assassinate Khaled 
Mi^’al in Amman made 
it clear that their release 
depend on Israel's 
freeing all Jordanian 
detainees from its jails but 
time passed and the 
Israelis did not deliver the 
prisoners althou^ Jordan 
frilled its part of the 
The writer said the 
Jordanian govemineDt 
ought to take speedy 
action through diplomatic 
r h;^nnels to See to it that 
Israel does not renege on 
its commitment 


By Marwan Daoud Hanania 

TRAGIC JERUSALEM is an 
hour away from my house in 
Ammon. Jordan. Despite this 
proximity. I did not visit 
Jerusalem until this summer. 
When I was finally able to see 
Jerusalem for myself. I expea- 
ed that my heart would be 
wrenched and indeed, it was. 

In Jerusalem. I saw with my 
own eyes the terrible manifes- 
tations of occupation and injus- 
tice. On almost every lamppost 
in each Arab street hangs a 
strategically placed Israeli flag, 
with its overtones of denial, 
oppression, and expropriation. 
Every comer in Arab East 
Jerusalem has its shore of 
' Israeli occupied troops, flash- 
ing their machine guns to tbe 
chagrin of their competitors. 
The Palestinian children, who 
when free ftrom rock-throwing, 
busy themselves with street 
soccer. 

I visited my father's two for- 
mer homes. Tbe house where 
be grew up is in West 
Jerus^em. now known as West 
Telpiol and previously as 
Upper Baqa’a. Of course, this 
house is now occupied by sev- 
eral Israeli families since 1946. 
Tbe other where my grandfa- 
ther was bom is in East 
Jerusalem and under Israeli 
occupancy since 1967. Tbe 
Jerusalem of today is a city 
upon a city: an existence 
achieved by the displacement 
and humiliation of original 
Arab inhabitants. Some, like 
my father, were uprooted from 
their homes and systematically 
replaced with immigrants. 
Others were able to stay and 
were forced to endure tbe occu- 
patioa Today, they are second- 
class citizens, stripped of their 
national aspirations and denied 
tbe chance to advance and to 
prosper. A case in point are tbe 
Arab antique-sellers, some of 
whom we met in tbe Old City. 
They told us that the Israeli 
authorities were forcing them 
to pay incredibly high taxes, 
disproportionate to those of the 
Isr^li businessmen, in an effort 
to make them leave. 

The Israeli authorities need to 
understand that tbe Palestinian 
people in Jerusalem are ttere to 
stay. Furthermore, East 

Jerusalem will serve as the cap- 
ital of a sovereign, peace ftil 
Palestin&D state. When Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu proclaims that a 
united East and West Jerusalem 
is Israel's eternal capital, be is 
imposing a monopoly on tiie 
city of tbe three monotfaeistic 
faiths and eliminating the nat- 
ural unity of the three faiths 
which had existed there for 
centuries before the peak of the 
Zionist movement in the 1940s. 
The unification of and 
West Jerusalem under I^el's 
role lacks all the cbaracieristics 
of unity because Jerusalem’s 
190.000 Palestinian residents 
obviously reject this formula. 

It is obvious that Mr. 
Netanyahu does not care about 
the aspirations of almost two- 
hundr^ thousand people. He 
calls himself and his sure liber- 
al and democratic, while simul- 
taneously disregarding all the 
values of democracy and liber- 
ty* 

So what is to be done? \Yith 
the crumbling of the peace 
process, many Palestinians 


(and Israelis-aithough this 
tends to be understated in tbe 
U.S. media) have looked to vio- 
lence as the answer. Personally, 
I am fully opposed to terrorism 
as a method to achieve 
Palestinian statehood. At the 
same time, though, I under- 
stand w'heie it comes from and 
where tbe ultimate blame lies. 
One must not advocate terror- 
ism, but I think it is no surprise 
that it occurs, given Israel's 
intransigence, its abuse of 
human rights, its confiscation 
of Arab land, its colonial set- 
tlement policies in the West 
Bank, its continual shelling of 
refugee camps in southern 
Lebanon, its harsh, unfair eco- 
nomic measures, and its callous 
actions against the Palestinian 
people for tbe last 49 years — 
namely, the attempt to eradicate 
a people's right to their home- 
land. 

Unfominately. all of these 
realities receive scam attention 
in tbe U.S. media. U.S. media, 
and U.S. foreign policy for that 
matter, continue to be relent- 
lessly biased in favour of Israel 
and continue to project tbe 
image of Palestinians as a 
group of blood-thirsty terrorists 
when tbe truth lies elsewhere. 
The Palestinians are a people 
who have been subjected to one 
of the worst injustices the twen- 
tieth century has seen and their 
rights have yet to be upheld. 
Despite all the efforts of 
Zionism's well-funded apolo- 
gists, justifiers and "historians" 
tiiey will never be able to erase 
tbe fact that the Palestinian 
Arabs were on the land long 
before Zionism ever existed 
and that tbe Palestinians were 
forced to endure SO years of 
unwanted occupation and 
unwarranted repression. 

However. I do not want to 
dwell on tbe past for I don't 
think this will solve much. It is 
fair to ascertain that today the 
situation in Jerusalem and the 
West Bank is devastating. 
Sceptics will say that prayets 
and miracles are the only hope 
which exists. I argue that a mir- 
acle is not necessary. A realistic 
assessment in that the days of 
Israeli supremacy over the West 
Bank, in its entirety, must end 
As for Jerus^em, Mr. 
Netanyahu's eternal, united 
capital formula will not work 
because the Palestinians have 
shown time and time again, that 
they will not acquiesce to tills 
blatant injustice. It is only 
when Palestinian ri^ts ate 
seemed that violence will 
lessen and eventually cease. 
While violence by P^estiniaa 
radicals must stop, particularly 
suicidal bombings, fanatics on 
the Israeli side must cease fir- 
ing bullets at innocent 
Palestinians. Palestinian frinda- 
mentalists must appreciate die 
Israeli citizens' right to live in 
security ' and Israeli rig^l' 
wingers must recognise the 
Palestinian rights to statehood 
and freedom. It is when rights 
are upheld and security guarao' 
te^ that the sons of Abrah^ 
will liv'e in harmony in the city 
of Prayer, Jerusalem. 

The writer is an undergra^’ 
ate student at Cornell 
University in the U.S. The 
cle is reprimed from 
Cornell Perspective magarih^ 
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Features/News 

Iranian new cinema chief 
pledges to ease stifling 
restrictions on filmmaking 


Jordan Times, Saturday, October 25, 1997 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s 
new cinema chief has 
pledged to ease stifling 
restrictions on the Islamic 
republic's prolific film 
industry and try to lift 
bans previously sloped 
cm many movies. 

SeifoUah Dad, a profes- 
sional film director, also 
promised to get rid of 
bureaucracy in the culture 
minis try’s cinema depart- 
ment to make it *‘more 
cultural and responsible." 

Mr. Dad, aged in his 
50s. was assigned to his 
post in August by moder- 
ate Dew Culture Minister 
Ayatollah Mohajerani. His 
appointment came as a 
relief to many filmmakers 
struggling under severe 
restrictions fbrmeriy 
imposed by the powerful 
ministry of culture and 
Islamic guidance. 

Mr. Dad told the 
Hamshahri newspaper on 
Thursday he would try to 
lift bans on many movies 
outlawed by previous 
administrations for failing 
to follow Islamic guide- 
lines. 

*lf the filmmakers have 
not iotentionally brokeu 
the law or are willing to 
correct their mistake, we 
will authorise the release 
of their movies,” be said. 

Mr. Dad has made sev- 
eral film.s on the Iran-lraq 
war and an anti-Israeli 
movie called Bazraandeh 
(Survivor), the first Iran- 
ian film in which actresses 
did not wear the Islamic 
headscan'es obligatory in 
Iran. 

Under Islamic regula- 
tions, female actresses 
have to have their hair 
covered, directors cannot 
use close-ups of female 
fac^men and women are 
not ^owed to touch and 
there can be no criticism 
of religion. 

The official made no 
comments about Western 
films, which are generally 
banned in Iran although 


and-U.S. establishment 
films are occasionally 
shown although censored. 

Nevertheless, Iranian 
film buffs are able to 
access popular Hollywood 
films smuggled into the 
country and videotaped 
illegally although tihey are 
often of poor quality. 

Mr. Dad also supported 
participation of Iran- 
is movies in foreign fes- 
tivals. where many Iran- 
ian movies have won lau- 
rels in recent years. 

“Wherever we see with 
pride our national flag 
raised it is a cause for cel- 
ebration — no matter who 
makes the movie," he 
said. "The presence of 
these movies in foreign 
festivals has changed the 
views of other countries 
towards our people." 

The participation of 
Iranian movies in foreign 
festivals has been a con- 
tentious issue with 
charges by Islamic hard- 
liners that Western juries 
are politically motivated, 
seeking to honour movies 
which reflect the darker 
side of the Islamic Repub- 
Uc. 

“We should not send a 
movie to a foreign festival 
just because it has a 
chance of wi nning , but 
because it represents our 
revolution and Islamic 
culture,” said the conserv- 
ative newspaper Resalat, 
reacting to a decision here 
to nominate Mohsen 
MakhmalbaTs interna- 
tionally-acclaimed "Gab- 
eh” for the next Oscar. 

“Gabeb may be a poetic 
work, but it says nothing 
about our revolutionary 
ideals and Islamic values. 
The movie suits the taste 
of Europeans and Ameri- ' 
cans, who have always 
been after a dark and uj^y 
image of Islamic Iran,” 
the newspaper added. 

Faced with such pres- 
sure, Iranian authorities 
have in the past made 


aibitr^ decisions in 
allowing or b anning a 
movie from taking part in 
a Western festival. 

Mr. Dad’s predecessor, 
Ezatollah Zaiqami, was 
instrumental in the inirial 
ban on a movie by 
renowned Iranian director 
Abbas Kiaros tami at the 
Cannes film festival in 
May. 

The authorities later 
releas^ “The Taste of 
Cherries” and the movie 
shared the Golden Palm 
Award at Cannes with a 
Japanese film. 

Mr. Dad also said he 
would ease “senseless" 
restrictions on the export 
of Iranian movies because 
it would “boost Iran’s cul- 
tural reputation and bring 
in hard currency.” 

In August, the culture 
ministry barred filmmak- 
ers from letting their films 
be screened abroad with- 
out permission after sev- 
eral Iranian movies were 
shown at the Jerusalem 
film festival. 

Iran’s new President 
Mohammad Khatami has 
stressed his opposition to 
“any form of cultural 
repression” and has called 
for more openness. 

Mr. Dad said some 60 
Iranian movies marfa each 
year were no longer 
required to be shown at 
the state-q>oosored Fajr 
festival, held each Febru- 
ary on the anniversary of 
the 1979 Islamic revolu- 
tion, before being allowed 
to be screened general 
public viewing. 

Mr. Dad also vowed to 
crack down on red tape 
within ius departmenL 
If officials “cause less 
trouble for people they 
wiU have less trouble 
themselves,” he told. “If 
rules of law are institu- 
tionalised, there will be 
less arbitrary decisions.” 


Rival Kurds resume heavy 
fighting in northern Iraq 


(Continued from page 1) 

were not imm ediately 
avulable for commenL 

The reported offensive 
came following the expiry 
of a 'nmrsday deadline set 
by die KDP for the PUK’s 
withdrawal from areas 
captured during last 
week’s clashes. 

The rival Iraqi Kurd fac- 
tions last Friday accepted 
a fragile ceasefire follow- 
ing heavy fighting which 
resumed on OcL 13 after a 
one-year truce. 

The PUK of Jalal Tala- 
bani gained ground 
against Massoud 

Barzani’s KDP in the bat- 
tlefield in five days of 
clashes. 

The U.S., Britain and 
Turkey acknowledged 
that it was the PUK that 
launched the offensive 
and urged Talabani's 
group to pull back to its 
Oct. 12 positions. But the 
FUK rejected an uncondi- 
tional withdrawal. 

The PUK and KDP pan- 
oership, under which they 
jointly ruled northern Iraq 
after the 1991 Gulf war, 
collapsed in 1994 due to 
rifts over power-sharing 
and revenue. At least 
2,500 people died in spo- 
radic fighting since then. 
Since this month’s 
resiunption of hostilities, 
the PUK has also charged 
Turkey with pounding its 


positions in support of the 
KDP. with wMcb Ankara 
is allied in fighting sepa- 
ratist Ttukish Kurds. 

Saib said Turkish 
aircraft heavily bombed a 
wide area under the 
PUK’s control Thursday, 
ranging from east of 
Rawanduz to Sfaaqlawa to 
the west, killing several 
people. 

The Turkish Foreign 
Ministry Friday con- 
firm^ the air raids, but 
said they targeted the sep- 
aratist Turkish Kurds, led 
by the Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK). 

“PKK targets have been 
successfully WC' ministry 
spokesman Necati Utkan 
said in a statement 

Ankara officially denies 
having sided with the 
KDP. But Turkish security 
sources say the PKK is 
allied with the PUK in 
fighting against the KDP, 
althou^i the PUK denies 
the charge. 

The PUK last week also 
accused Turkey of sui^ 
porting the KDP with air 
strikes ag^st its posi- 
tions, killin g some 20 
PUK fighters and civil- 
ians. 

Talabani's group said 
Thursday that Turkey had 
sent tanks to help the 
KDP. “A column of Turk- 
ish armoured vehicles and 
tanks has crossed the Zab 
River” towards Shaqlawa 


to support the KDP, the 
PUK said in a statement 

But Mr. Smb said he did 
not know if Ttirkish 
ground units had taken 
part in what be called the 
latest KDP offensive 
Thursday. 

The Turkish operation 
area, where thousands of 
its troops are allied with 
the KDP in fighting the 
rebel Turkish Kurds, lies 
north of Ae KDP-PUK 
conflict 

The KDP, supported by 
Baghdad forces, attacked 
the PUK in August last 
year and captured Ae 
main Iraqi Kii^sb town 
of Eibil. 

The two sides agreed to 
a ceasefire after heavy 
pressure by the U.S. in 
late Octob^ 

Under a peace process 
brokered by Ae U.S., 
'Hirkey and Britain, a 
peacekeeping force of 
neutral Iraqi Kurds and 
Turcomans has been 
deployed on Ae line of 
demarcation. 

However, efibrts to 
bring about a stable peace 
have failed because of Ae 
mtransigence of boA 
sides, Western Aplomats 
said. 

The PUK says TUikey 
has lost its neutral stance 
as a mediator because of 
its alleged backing for Ae 
KDP. 


Jordan is doing what it takes to 
give its economy a competitive edge 

Sustainable development is being gradually realised through a balanced growth 


By Abdul Karim Kabariti 

The following is based on a 
speech Mr. Kabariti, the 
former prime minister, 
delivered at a conference 
held in Istanbul last week 
by Jordanian and Turkish 
businessman: 

IN PURSUIT of achieving 
a competitive edge for its 
economy, Jordan has fol- 
lowed Aorougb adjustment 
pFOgraiuraes to remove 
mbuilt strucniral imbal- 
ances and made remarkable 
progress towards increasing 
its market size and opening 
up of Ae economy as a 
whole. These prograinines 
emphasise private sector 
involvement, and Ae 
enhancement of intema- 
tioual and mter-regional 
trade, strategically man- 
aged within a framework of 
sustainable development. 

The overall objectives of 
Jordan’s stmetu^ adjust- 
ment have been under- 
scored in the government's 
ongoing plans for 

• liberalising Ae flow 
of trade and capital while 
actively pursuing regional 
and glob^ integration; 

• redefining Ae role of 
Ae state; 

• enhancing Ae role of 
Ae private sector. 

• encouraging export- 
oriented investment and 
production as Ae vehicle 
for economic growA; and 

• addressing Ae long- 
standing social dimension 
of development through 
systematic plans for Ae 
alleviation of Ae twin prob- 
lems of poverty and unera- 
ploymenL 

As Ae case is in other 

countries, scale and 

pace Dotwitbstanding — 
Jordan is passing through a 
pjoiDising stage of focused 
development in which Ae 
private sector is emerging 
as Ae powerful engine of 
economic growA and gear- 
mg up to take advantage of 
Ae expanded market access 
to Europe and to Ae world. 

There is ample evidence, 
that foreign direct invest- 


ment (FDI) is flowing pri- 
marily into Ae developed 
countries, not Ae low-wage 
developing ones. We have 
realised Aat, given our con- 
straints. we must work on 
developing Ae Jordanian 
market size in order to 
attract FDI. Within this 
framework, policy initia- 
tives had to be gea^ large- 
ly toward increasing the 
r^ per capita share of a 
fast growing GDP, and not 
through mcreasmg our pop- 
ulation which now stands at 
4.4 million conqnising a 
dedicated, highly skilled 
labour fo^ of 1.1 million. 
In oAer words, to increase 
market size we have opted 
to increase productivity, 
improve quality, and har- 
monise our standards wiA 
the highest imematioiial 
standards. 

As a result of a series of 
economic reform pro- 
grammes in recent years, 
Jordan now takes immense 
pride in having created and 
availed Ae business com- 
munities — boA local and 
intemational, of a hos- 
pitable investment climate 
wiA a wide range of busi- 
ness opportunities. We now 
offer entrepreneurs a safe 
and secure investment cli- 
mate and a great potential 
for unhampered profits. As 
such, sustainable develop- 
ment is being gradually 
realised in our country 
through a balanced growA 
of Ae product of all people 
to create larger 
mcomes and greater spend- 
mg power in a market econ- 
omy. 

The significant expansion 
in Ae Jordanian m^et m 
recent years has been dUe of 
Ae early returns of this pol- 
icy. In Ae period 1990- 
l^S, Jordan '^stained a 
growth rate of 6.6 per cent, 
one of Ae highest in Ae 
region and, m 1996, still 
enjoyed a lead as Ae econ- 
omy by 5.2 per cent 

Similarly, mvestment has 
been rismg steadily from 22 
per cent of GDP in 1989 to 
a 33.4 per cent in 1996. In 
order to main tain a six per 
cent growA rate, Ae pre- 


sent level of investment 
must be kept at 33 per cent 
of GDP, or even enhanced, 
to sustain Jordan's future 
growA. 

To host more foreign 
direct mvestment, Jor^ 
has lowered tariffs on most 
commodities even fiuAer, 
allowed Ae import of most 
inputs custom-free .and 
streamlined customs proce- 
dures through a recently 
modernised Customs Law. 
Furthermore, recent amend- 
ments to our mvestment 
promotion laws and oAer 
economic legislation now 
allow non-Jordanian 

investors to entirely appro- 
priate any project or activi- 
ty in Jordan — wiA Ae 
exception of three sectors: 
and pennit, wiAout any 
restrictions, Ae cross-bor- 
der flow of profits, Avi- 
dends and principals. Jor- 
dan’s production industries 
are now wide open for pri- 
vate investment and joint 
ventures: potash, phos- 

phates, fodder, alcoholic 
drinks, cigarettes, texAes, 
spinning leaAer, fertilisers, 
chemic^, cement, iron, 
metallic pipes, petroleum 
products, paper and card- 
board and, fi^ly, electrici- 
ty and telecommunications. 
In addition, our laige and 
thriving banking and finan- 
cial services sector extends 
a warm and hospitable wel- 
come to private investors. 

The EU-Jordan Free 
Trade Agreement, initialled 
last April, will soon be rati- 
fied, bringing Jordan closer 
to its Mediterranean part- 
ners. Along Ae same 
regional and global integra- 
tionist lines, Jordan has 
started Ae process of 
acceding to Ae WTO and is 
expected to become a full 
member next yean 

In paraUel Jordan has ini- 
tiated a parcel of legislative 
changes designed to curb 
market failure and remove 
distortions. The new Com- 
panies Law and Securities 
Law institute “best prac- 
tice" in Ae financial sector, 
Aus allowing free capital 
movement and protecting 
the rights of foreign 


investors. In addition, Ae 
draft Competition/Antitrust 
Law whi^ has recently 
been approved by Ae Cabi- 
net will bring to Jordan best 
; competitive practices that 
are consistent wiA Aose in 
: Europe and the U.S. The 
' Secured Financing Law 
; will fuiAer strengAen and 
deepen Ae abilities of Ae 
financial sector. In Ae same 
vein, Jordan has furAer 
demonstrated its commit- 
ment to increase trans- 
parency in all laws and pro- 
cedures in order to facilitate 
Ae development of open 
and more dynamic market 
system regulations. 

In adAtion, Jordan is 
upgrading Ae status of 
inteilecmal property ri^ts 
protection by inti^ucing 
more rigorous measures for 
Ae enforcement copyright, 
trade/service mark and 
patent-related le^slation to 
make Aem consistent wiA 
Ae 'Trade Related Aq>ects 
of Intellectual Property 
(TRIPs) agreement, a cor- 
nerstone of WTO policies 
and a conAtion of the EU- 
Jordan Free Trade Agree- 
ment 

Last JAy, Jordan and the 
Umted States signed a 
bilateral agreement on the 
encouragement and recip- 
rocal protection of invest- 
ment TTie agreement 
emphasises Jordan’s desire 
to promote greater econom- 
ic cooperation wiA Ae 
world and to mumally 
allow Ae ftee-flow of 
investment 

Jordan bad concluded 
similar agreements wiA 
Germany, Switzerland. 
France, Ae Umted King- 
dom, Romania, Turk^, 
Malaysia, Tunisia, Yemen. 
Egypt Italy. Algeria and 
Indonesia. 

AdAtiooally. Ae Govern- 
ment of Jordan had 
embarked on a comprehen- 
sive plan to transform Ae 
entire Aqaba region, Jor- 
dan's oAy se£q>ort area, mto 
a 'worid class’ free port 
area. The first phase is 
expected to include an area 
of 34 square kilometres of 
Aqaba Town and will com- 


prise a harmomous blend of 
commercial, tourism and 
trade activities supported 
by a host of infirastnicture 
services in an envirmunent- 
friendly firamewoik. 

The Government will 
invest nearly US$3 billion 
over a nine-year period to 
turn Ais port into a free port 
and special economic zone. 

Implementation will start 
in e^y 1998 and Ae first 
phase is expected to be 
completed by mid-1999. 

: Trade between Jordan and 
Tbikey is substantial, and it 
is in Tbrkey's favour. Jor- 
danian exports to Turkey 
have increased by 31% 
over Ae past four years 
and, in 1996 were valued at 
nearly U.S.S25 million. 
During Ae same period, 
Jordanian imports from 
Turkey have doubled in 
size and stood at U.S.S152 
million in 1996. We look 
forward to activating Ais 
commercial Aalogue and 
developing a more system- 
atic and even exchange 
between Ae business com- 
mumties of our countries to 
bring greater momentum to 
our relations. 

In adAtion to benefiting 
firom Jordan's central loca- 
tion and high caliber human 
resources, companies set- 
ting up operations in Ae 
Ki^om's can draw on Ae 
country's favourable trade 
relations wiA neighbour- 
ing, regional and interna- 
tional markets. Our country 
enjoys economic privileges 
wiA many international 
markets and economic 
blocs. Numerous trade pro- 
tocols and counter trade 
agreements are in effects 
wiA other Arab countries 
such as Lebanon, Syria, 
Iraq, Yemen, SauA Arabia. 
Bahrain, Tunisia, Morocco 
and Sudan, which accord 
Jordanian products substan- 
tial duty and quota free 
trade and oAer benefits. 

TogeAer wiA our neigh- 
bours and firrends who 
share common values we 
can emerge into the next 
century wiA confident 
vitality and wealA. 


PrimakoY arrives in Beirut on 1st leg of ^difficult’ Mideast tour 


(ConAmed from page 1) 

Mr. Primakov’s mission, his first 
since October 1996, comes hard on 
Ae heels of Israeli-Palesmuan talks 
brokered by U.S. special envoy Den- 
nis Ross, which f^ed to produce a 
breakArough on security issues. Israel 
has dema^ed a Palestinian crack- 
down on Hamas and oAer groups 
responsible for anti-Israeli attacks as a 
preconAtion for movement on the 
peace process, which has been stalled 
since March. 

Israeli Foreign Minister David Levy 


is due to meet wiA Palestinian 
National Authority (R^A) Mahmoud 
Abbas later Ais monA in >K^slungton 
along wiA U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albri^t in a bid to kick- 
start the peace process. 

AlAough Riksia co-sponsors the 
peace process wiA Ae U.S., Wash- 
ington has played Ae dcxninant role in 
brolffiring talte between Ae Arabs 
and Israelis. 

Israeli and Palestinian officials have 
been in an escalating war of words 
over the outcome of Mr. Ross's latest 
missioa which ended on Tuesday. 


Danny Naveh, a top A ide to Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Naanyahu, on Hdday accused Ae 
PNA of purposely poiseming the 
atmosphere around the U.S. meAa- 
tion effort which aims to get Israelis 
and Palestinians into accelerated 
negotiations on a “final status” peace 
agreement for the occiq)ied tenritmies. 

Such negotiations would have to 
tackle the toughest issues Palestin- 
ian demands for an independent state, 
Ae fate of Jewish settlements in the 
occupied territories and the future of 
Jerusalem. 


‘Tt is becoming increasingly clear 
Aat the Palestinian (National) Author- 
ity doesn't want a final status agree- 
ment” wiA Israel, said Mr. Naveh. 

‘The final status agreement would 
mean a true Palestinian recognition of 
Ae state of IsiaeL It just may be Aat 
Ae Palestinian [National] AuAority is 
not ready for this and their whole 
desire is to receive more territories 
from Israel without reaching a final 
recognition of Israel,” he tAd Israel 
RaAo. 


U.N. resolution against Iraq 
turns into threat of sanctions 


(Continaed fitnn page 1) 

wanted the Security Coun- 
cil to impose Ae travel ban 
imnsediately but effective 
April 12 if the next six- 
monA report by U.N. 
inspectors showed contin- 
ued Iraqi obstruction. 

The two delegations 
deleted Aat portion after 
objections' ftom France, 
Russia and Egypt but stUl 
failed to win Aeir support 

At Ae end of Ae Gulf war 
in 1991, Ae council 
ordered li^ to destroy its 
long-range missiles as well 
as nuclear, chemical and 
biological we^mns. The 
inspectors were sent to Iraq 
to verify compliance. 

Only Aen would the 
Security Council lift the 


crippling economic sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq m 
1990 when President Sad- 
dam Hussein invaded 
Kuwait touching off Ae 
Gulf cooflicL 

Russian Ambassador 
Sergey Lavrov and French 
Ambassador Alain Dejam- 
met maintained Aat Iraq 
was trying to comply wiA 
Ae U.N. orders and that the 
incidents cited by Ae 
inspectors did not justify 
new sanctions. 

Taking exception wiA Ae 
U.S. and British interpreta- 
tion, Mr. Dejammet said Ae 
vote Ad not “set in motion” 
a process for increasing 
sanctions on Baghdad. 

Russia and France are 
negotiating lucrative oil 
exploration deals wiA Iraq 


and refused to suj>port any 
new sanctions. 

“Some of our colleagues 
think that oil runs thicker 
Aan blood,” British 
Ambassador John Weston 
said. “But I think Ae coun- 
cil has responsibilities. And 
Aey'd better live up to 
Aem.” 

Mr. Weston said Britain 
opposed ftuAer weakening 
of Ae resolution “in order 
to ^pease Iraq,” even at 
Ae risk of Security Council 
unity. 

That disumty shows Ae 
deep Avisions within Ae 

inter nati onal community 

over Iraq and underscores 
Ae difficulty Washington 
faces m its policy of isolat- 
ing Ae Iraqi government 


Palestinians launch major diplomatic offensive at U.N. 


(Continued from poge 1) 

also plans to submit a draft 
resolution to obtain “full par- 
tidpation” at Ae UJ4., 
which would exclude voting 
tights. 

“We would become a 


super-observer," if the reso- 
lution to upgrade the delega- 
tion's status and pri\ileges 
succeeds, Mr. Qidwa said 
The Palestinians also are 
seeking a General Assembly 
vote to rule Aat the Israeli 
delegation to the U.N. does 


not have the right to repre- 
sent Ae pec^Ie of Ae 
Bank, and Jenisalem. 

Howeyet; ^^stem diplo- 
mats said it was not certain 
Aar Aig last mnii o", in the 
form of an amendment to an 
annual resolution on UJ4. 


credentials, would reach Ae 
floor of the General Assem- 
bly in the coming months. 

Finally, Ae Palestinians 
are pushing for 20 resolu- 
tions on l^estine adopted 
last year by the General 
Assembly to be updated 


Asked why Ae Palestini- 
ans had gone on Ae offen- 
sive, observer Qidwa 
refAed: **We are always on 
the offensive at the U.N„ but 
we Were more cautious 
because of Ae peace 
process.” 


But “the peace process is 
not going on. and Israel is 
continuing Its attempt to 
coltmise Ais occupied land 
So it is Ae duty of Ae inter- 
national community to make 
its position clear in a practi- 
cal way.” 


RND wins majority of seats 
in Algerian municipal vote 

(Cootinued from page 1) 


canAdaies representing 37 
parti^ three coalitions and 
428 ind^ndent lists. 

The last local elections in 
1990 saw Ae Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) win most 
votes. 

Bui the FIS was banned in 
1992 after the militaiy- 
backed government can- 
celled the second round of 
general elections the paity 
was poised to win. 

The move spariced an 
anned conffict tii^ has left at 

least 60,000 people dead. 

The RND’s victory in Ae 
latest vote had been predicted 
and RND supporteis poured 
into the streets of central 
Algiers Thursday evening to 
celebrate whhout even wait- 
ing for the offidal results. 

But hours beftxe voting 
closed, opposition parties 
were ailing widespread 
fraud and im^ularities. 

An MSP spokesman cited 
problems in several regions, 
such as Cbleff, Ain D^ and 
Medea. 

'There have \xea threats, 
numerous cases of intimida- 
tion,” he Said. The Socialist 
Faces Ftont (FFS) 
Spokesman Samir Boubak- 
oudr said fimvi and “electoal 


banAtty’' were rife, wiA at 
least one party candidaie 
beaten up aiA party officials 
thrown out of polling sta- 
tions.” 

A spokesman for Ae Rally 
for Culture and Democracy 
(RCD) adde± “We were 
e^)ectiDg fraud, but na on 
this scale.” 

Press reports said at least 
nine candidates were kiTiwi 
in the campaign ipaHrqg up 
the polls. 

fourA vote m less Aan 
two yeacs was also overshad- 
owed fa Ae country's 26 
million p^le by almost 
daily slayings of civilians 
who have been burned alive, 
had their throats slit or been 
disembowelled by Islamist 
rd»ls. 

However, Ptesideot 
Liamine Zeioual has hill ed 
the elections as a ftsAer step 
toward building democracy 
and ending nearly six years 
of civil slzffe. 

Government efibrts to 
breaA new life into Ae polit- 
ical system started in 
November 1995 wiA the 
piesideolia] voe won by Mr. 
Zeroual, followmg by a con- 
stitutional refer endiim Jq 

November 1996 Aen legisla- 
tive dectiois in June. 
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AFM trading rockets by 388 % 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jonhin Tunes 


AMMAN — Turnover at 
the Amman Financial Mar- 
ket (AFM) recorded a 
remarkable increase of 
388. 1 per cent over the pre- 
vious week as a result of 
selling a large chunk of Jor- 
dan Kuwait Bank (JK5) 
shares held by Bank of Jor- 
dan to the Social Securi^ 
Corporation, a broker said 
Frithy. 

The decision by Bank of 
Jordan Chairman Tawfiq 
Fakhouri to sell more than 
two milli on shares has 
played a major role in the 
increase of the stock mar- 


ket's turnover, Ziad .Al 
Basha, securities manager 
at the British Bank of the 
Middle East said. 

Another reason that 
helped improve the general 
trend in the bourse. Mr. 
Basha said, was the good 
performance of the Jordan 
Cement Factories Company 
(JCFC) in the first half of 
this year. 

He added that the JCFC's 
performance during the 
first six months of this year 
was partially affected by 
the Israeli closures of Pales- 
tinian cities, a major market 
for the Jordanian cemenL 


August and July has 
enhanced the confidence in 
its shares and led to an 
increase in its prices^ Mr. 
Basha told the Jordan 
Times. 

The weekly bulletin of the 
AFM. as the bourse is offi- 
cially known, showed that 
the volume of trade 
amounted to JD20.5 million 
compared with JD4.2 mil- 
lion posted the previous 
..week. 

■ The share price index, 

' based on 60 major compa- 
^nies’irom among the com- 
..-panies registered in the 
.bourse, closed at 170.84 


“But the good news thptCJ_Lp.ffliIt compared with 
the company declared in 1 70.28 point in the previous 


week. 

The banking sector led 
other sectors withJD14..59 
million turnover followed 
by the industrial sector with 
a turnover of JD4.37 mil- 
lion. 

The services sector and 
the insurance sector fol- 
lowed with JD1.49 million 
and JD0.02 million respec- 
tively. 

Last week trading 
involved the shares of 89 
companies. Shares of 24 
companies recorded gains. 
49 firms witnessed a 
decrease in their prices and 
the prices of the remaining 
16 closed were unchansed. 


Saudi Arabia sees gas as key to massive 
expansion of power generation 


YANBU. Saudi Arabia 
(AFP) — Saudi Arabia 
plans a massive expansion 
of its power-generation sec- 
tor through projects to dou- 
ble gas production. Indus- 
try and Bectricity Minister 
Hisbam Yamani has said. 

He also said that the oil- 
rich kingdom's electricity 
sector would be divided 
into generation, transmis- 
sion and distribution net- 
works. 


**We anticipate an 
increased dependence of 
die power-generation sector 
upon gas." Mr. Yamani 
added. 

He said the aim was to 
integrate the gas sector 
“and the sector based there- 
on. particularly the petro- 
chemical industry, electric 
power and water desalina- 
tion." 

Demand for electricity in 
the kingdom is forecast to 


shoot up from the current 
level of 20 megawatts to 70 
megawatts over the next 25 
years, the minister said. 

He said it would need 
$117 billion in investments 
and the sector would be 
“propelled on its own 
toward privatisation" for 
financing ifom abroad and 
domestically. 

As an incenti\’e to expand 
the gas networit as a source 
of energy throughout the 


UlINTCR COU.CCTION AT 
SPLASH FOA SPOATS & SUIIM 
UI€AR 


TRAINING / JOGGING SUITS 

black & white; miy & match, 

for a good walk, for a visit, for leisure 

.. a comfortable and fashionable attire 


STREET WEAR OUTFITS & CASUAL 
WEAR - C ARUSHKA and others 


UNDWEAR FROM FRANCE 

hygiA'plus- ' 

Anti bacterial / anti odour / freshness al day. 
Special line for the BLOOMING FLOWER 
(aged 10 to 16) 

SPORTS UNDERWEAR 
(for all ages) 


SPLASH FOR SPORTS & SWIM WEAR 
Al Rabieh, Al Dabas centre near Garfield 
restaurant, 

Monday Thru Thursday 

10 : 30 am - 1 : 30 pm 
4 : 30 pm - 6 ; 30 pm 
Closed Friday & Sunday 



Gulf state. Mr. Yamani con- 
firmed that the price would 
rise in Janu^ ftom 50 
cents per million BTU 
(British Thermal Unit) to 
75 cents. 

*The kingdom's decision 
to utilise gas for the nation- 
al development, instead of 
exporting it. was wise and 
pr^ent. both economically 
and strategically," he said. 

Mr. Yamani stressed that 
'‘the development process 
... wall continue to be based 
on the availability of gas as 
a feedstock in industry and 
as a source of energy." 

Saudi Arabia, ali^y the 
world's leading producer 
and exporter of crude, aims 
to convert from oil to gas 
for domestic power and 
free up even more oil for 
exporL 

Oil Minister Ali Al Naimi 
told the 15th World Petro- 
leum Congress that his 
country plans to double its 
natural gas production 
capacity. 

Saudi Arabia last year 
produced 41.3 billion cubic 
metres of natural gas. 
according to the B.P. StatiS' 
tical Review of World 
Energy, and has proven 
reserves of more than 
5.000 billion cubic metres. 



Dow Jones falls 


1.7%; gold plunges 
to 12-year low 


NEW YORK (APP) — 
The Dow Jones blue 
chip index closed 
132.36 points, or 1.68 
per cent, lower at 
7.715.41 here Friday. 

The index rose initial- 
ly by nearly 100 points 
in the wake of a recov- 
ery by the Hong Kong 
exchange. whiclTcIosea 
6.9 per cent higher 
after its record plunge 
Thursday of 10.41 per 
cent 

The average yield on 
the Bellwemer 30-year 
treasury bond was 6.28 
per cent from 6.32 per 
cent Thursday and 6.3^ 
per cent at middav. 

Trading was heavy 
throu^ouE the day. 
with 677 million shares 
changing hands.D«cUn- 
ers outnumbered gain- 
ers by a margin of 
1,492 to 1.333 with 545 
issues unchansed. 

Heavy gold sellin® 
and swings in the bond 
market added to the 
volatility, along with 
big drops in technology 
stocks. 

Since hittins its 
record high of s!259.31 

E oints on Aua. 6, the 
•ow droppecf 6.6 per 
cent against a 20 per 
cent rise since the 
b^inning of the year. 

The bond market also 
benefited from an eas- 
ing of fears that the 
Federal Reserve Board 
would raise U.S. inter- 
est rates on Nov. 12 in 
an effort to hold down 
inflation. 

It is believed that the 
economic recession in 
South East Asia could 
help slow U.S. eco- 
nomic growth, acting 
as a restraint on infla- 
tion. . 

Gold hit its lowest 
level in 12 years here, 
falling $15.70 to 
$307 .j 0 an ounce 


DATANI'S 
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Amman - Jordan 
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Phone: 5527118 Fax.: 5527119 


because of massive liq- 
uidations and short cov- 
ering. 

The Asian stocks 
regained some ground 
Friday, buoyed by Hong 
Kong's strong rebound 
from a stock market 
crash that caused a 
chain-reaction of sell- 
offs in bourses around 
the world. 

“Things are showing 
signs of coming back to 
normal more quickly 
than people expected.” 
Howard Gorges of 
South (2hina brokerage 
told Hong Kong Radio 
after the market closed 
for lunch showing a 4.5 
per cent gain. 

The blue-chip Hang 
Seng index ended the 
day at 11,1 44.34 points, 
up 718.04 or 6.88 per 
cent from Thursday’s 
disastrous close. 

Thursday's 10 per 
cent collapse, Hong 
Kong's worst since the 
1980s, sent share prices 
tumbling worldwide, 
and markets opened 
sharply lower in Asia 
the next morning. 

As Hong Kong began 
recovering, it pulled 
other markets along 
with it. 

Small-time investors 
crowded around public 
screens in Hong Kong, 
to watch the market 
moves but showed no 
signs of panic. Many 
said they planned to 
hold on to their shares 
until prices rebound. 

Others noted that 
Thursday's crash fol- 
lowed a year of giddy 
rises past. the -16,000, 
mark, which some 
economists had said 
was excessive. The mar- 
ket had been in the 
12,000 range one year 
ago. not dramatically 
higher than Friday's 
final 11,144.34 level. 

Independent invest- 
ment analyst Marc 
Faber, who had long 
predicted a market fall, 
said it might well stay 
at the lower level and 
never see 16,000 again. 

Newspapers forecast 
tougher times for mort- 
gage-payers, restaurants 
and tire luxury car mar- 
ket because of higher 
interest rates. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 ~in«.while 
5 Tough question' 
10 Avoid 
deliberately 

14 Impend 

15 Bring forth 

16 Sharpen 

17 Moist 

18 Recognizable 
latels 

20 M. Poirot 

22 [Xngbat 

23 Syinbol of 
sadness 

24 FwtomkJdBn' 
26 Superficiaily 

stylish 

28 Broad roads 

32 Interval 

33 Zestful 

34 Tchrs.' gp. 

35 — tree 
(oomered) 

36 Peter Pan^ 
friend 

37 One-liner 

36 countiy. — 
of thee' 

39 Chicago mayor 

40 Untrue 

42 Subjugates 

44 Whirls 

45 Gemstone 

46 First and home 

47 Nose 

50 Kit^iendoth 
52 ‘Jeopardy” 
participant 
55 Rodb^een 
wheels 

57 Before: pref. 

58 Eiqiertses 

59 Objective 

60 Temperament 

61 Pilot 

62 Concludes 



by Norma Steinberg 


DOWN 

1 Made long ago 

2 Arte builder 

3 Happen 

4 Eugmie, e.g. 

5 Destitution 

6 Ellipses 

7 Afew 

S^outaBving 
9 Southern soldier 


10 Follow in secret 

11 ■— soctqui 
mal..." 

12 Destroy 

13 Cozy abode 
19 Dangerous 
21 Instance 

24 Arenose 

25 W9d party 

26 The Magic 

27 Rabbit fur 
^ Windm 

sections 

29 Ancienl settler 
.in England 

30 Baldng 
ingredent 

31 WisepeofNe 
33 Form of 

communicatton 
36 Undulating 

39 Italian poet 

40 Aquarium 
residents 

41 Typi^ 

43 Pillaged 

44 Cler^an 

46 Spree 
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TTmoTrI 


LIA I R Ol 


0 R T E R| 


IGUANA 


EG 


□DQDBD 

HBBBpnnn bbqdqb 


® I?®!??*™ SwwiM*>er 
Al rights rasHVM. 


47 Con game 

48 ForbMden 
acttvfty 

49 Fully aware of 

50 Go Out with 


51 Happy 

53 tt^ess signal 

54 Word of mild 
reproof 

56 GoHer Ernie 


IPeanuts 




MVBRANDOFFOOTBAa 
A66RAVATE5 YOU, 
DOESN'T IT, SIR? 






L...; 

Andy Capp 






Mutt’n’Jeff 




/ TrtlS LOOKS LIKE \ 

‘ you SWEPTUPTHE ' 

KrrcHENiytou expect, 
METOSATTVIfS^ 



WELL, Mo. you ^ 
DON’T MAVEiaBUT 
FORCE yOURSELF/ 
MAYBS >t5U’LLRND 
SOMETHING VtXj 
LIKE.' 








HOROSCOPE 




forecast for S.ATt'RDAY, OCTOBER 

Bv Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Sen’ica, \ j 


ARIES 

(March 21 lo .April 19) There's a definite conflia 
between work and play this bn ensng. "Vou may even have 
to reschedule vour date. If you kick yourself into high 
gear this mornins. mavbe you can get out later. But if 
you procrastinate, chances vou'U be grounded. 

T.AURL S 

(April 20 to May 20) You and your swceihcan need to 
spend a little more time together. You both enjoy doing 
projects. This is not work: it'll be fun. Gelling the job 
cornpleied is only one of j our objectives for this week- 
end. Another has to do with maimaining the ties (fa« 

bind vour family together. 

GEMINI 

(May 21 to June 2 1 ) It's time for you to clean house. You 
can think of lots of more interesting and importam 
things to do than vacuuming under the bed. Today, you 
might want to enumerate those items in your bead while 
vou are vacuuming under the bed. Stop complaining. 
Look at it as an adventure. 

MOON CHILDREN 
(June 22 to July 21 ) This is a good phase for you. educatioa- 
ally. You’re not smarter, although you appear to be. You Just 
concentrate better. Find out what other people are paying fw 
the services you provide. It's always nice to know what the 
competition's doing. If it's good enough, you might decide to 
let them become vour new employer. 

LEO 

' (July 22 to August 2D Get something for the house, or 
for somebody w-ho lives there with you. You may have 
to take on an extra job or work overtime to pay for iL 
You're dancing on the edge of the sword. Your life is 
either great fun or just terrible, depending on your atti- 
tude. Make it be fiin. 

VIRGO 

(August 22 to September 22) You will remember just 
about eveiything you see. hear or read today. Conse- 
quentiy. don't let a moment go to waste. Cram your head 
full of valuable information. If you can come up with a 
good way to market the s kills you acquire today, your 
money worries are over. 

LIBRA 

(September 23 to October 22) You have a lot on your 
min d- You also have a lot on your lists. And everylhing 
has to be done soon. Don't let yourself be tossed around 
like a ping-pong ball. Be decisive. Figure out the sched- 
ule that will work best for the greatest amount of people, 
and save a little time for yourself. 

SCORPIO 

(October 23 to November 21 ) Although yesterday was 
good, you had to w'oik for every little thing you goL 
Today, your job will be effortless. People will want to do 
whatever you ask. They want you to manage them. And 
you're excellent at that job. Organise them all into 
^ups and give them interesting assignments. 

SAGITXARIUS 

(November 22 to December 31 ) You could do some good plan- 
ning. Focus 00 your career goals. Somebody's tiying to get to 
your secrets. Don't tell eve^ahing you know, not even in pri- 
vate. Let people find out what you have in mind by your 
actions, instead of through vour words. 

- CAPRICORN 

(December ‘22 to January 20) You have-tieen -wDricing 
very, very hard Lately. You knew that already. What you 
may not have known is that you're getting luckier. With 
baldly any effort on your part you'll have a glorious 
weekend. Whatever you have in mind will Ik much 
more fun with a group. 

AQUARIUS 

(Janu^ 21 to February 19) There's money coming in. This 
isn't just for you: it's coming into an account you share with 
other people. You're getting pressure from an older person to 
make a decision. Listen carefully, but don't commit yet You 
need to know where you stand financially first. 

PISCES 

(February 20 to March 20) It’s a pretty good day to get 
married. If you haven't reached point, at least st^ 
making plans. Don't let an older person upset you later 
on tonight Have you ever suspected that this person is 
pushing your buttons on purpose, just to see you light 
up? If you're calm, you'll take all the fiin out of the 
game. Give it a try. 


BirthstODe of October: Opal — Tourmaline 




THE BEHER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 




“My doctor says 1 have a rare medical 
condition called ‘good health’.” 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to iorm 
lour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mka Argiriofl 


DENIK 
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AingnABewd 
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He doesn't even 
know rm here 
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LOFUNO 


WHAT Far 
LIKE WHEN HEIS 
husband CON- 
CENTRATEP ON 
HlS MUSIC. 
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Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug* 
gesied by the above cartoon. 
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(Answers .toinorrori^ 

Vbaierday's | Jumbles: DOUGH PARTY TWINGE NORMA i 
Answer: The kind ol adrdee you get from an old I 
farmer- DOWN TO EARTH 1 
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Azar says foreign investments should 
go toprimary market, new projects 


** FOREIGN INVESTMENTS should 
be directed to primary and new projects 
in the industrial, services and tourism 
sectors and not to existing projects. Jor- 
dan National Bank General Manager 
Wasef Azar said in a lecture he delivered 
recently at the Petra Rotaiy Qubi He 
explained ^ foreign purch^ of equi- 
ty in existing projects is nothing more 
than a transfer of ownerships that does 
not benefit the country in creating new 
investments. Mr. Azar stressed that set- 
ting up new projects is better than spend- 
ing the proceeds fiom the sale of shares 
of existing projects on various forms of 
coDSUoqmon. 

Mr. Azar said that for reasons of nation- 
al sovereignty, priority should be given to 
local and Amb investors to buy shares 
that die government or individuals offer 
for sale at the Amman Financial MarkeL 
He emphasised that it is necessary that 
Jordan takes a unique position in the pri- 
vatisation process “in order to give politi- 
cians and businessmen some flexibility 
to determine the extent of government 
intervention that we need in the econom- 
ic policies and production activity” 

The banker did not see it necessary that 
the government relinquishes all of its 
productive investments but only those 


“monopoly investments” at this time. He 
attributed that to the fact that g^pYermneot 
investments in many public shiaiebolding 
compames do not come under the char- 
actenstics of “monopoly institutions” 
because they ei^t in an environment fiill 
of sunilar entities. He indicate^d that the 
govemn^nt s share in the of most 

ramparnes. where it has an equity, is a 
lirmted stalre. Furthermore, aUI the com- 
pames where government eqiuity exists 
are managed as private icompanies 
although few exceptions exist 
“The deficien^, if found, is iln the gov- 
ernment continued intervemtion in 
appointing directors in some 'companies 
in such a way that does not always peimit 
the opportunity to select the most appro- 
priate candidate,” Mr. Azar said noting 
that that does not necessarily mean that 
government-appointed directors are not 
suitable for the posts. He de&icribed the 
government investment in these compa- 
nies over the past forty years as a nation- 
al wealth and, as su^ it is imperative 
that time be taken to change its status and 
characteristics. ‘This should be done in 
absolute transparency so that every citi- 
zen knows how th^e investments are 
being dealt with,” the geneixil manager 
concluded (Al Aswaq). 
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ALO launches first stage of public phone project 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Specif to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A Jor danian 
firm on Thursday launched 
a neiw project to fix several 
hundred public telephone 
cabins in the capital as a 
first step towards expand- 
ing their venture through- 
out the Kingdom, spokes- 
men of the &m said. 

The project, launched by 
the Trans Jordan for Com- 
munication Services Co. 
Ltd., ALO, with its Greek 
partner, the Organisation 
Telecommunication of 
Greece, envisages fixing 


500 cabins in A mman in 
the first stage of the JDl 
million capital project, 
said Shadi Abdul Salam 
Majali, director general of 
the Jordanian fiixn. 

hb. Majali said the sec- 
ond step of the project 
stipulates fixing a total of 

3.000 cabins throughout 
the Kingdom in the first 
year of the prcrjecL 

During die first three 
years die total vrill be 

7.000 cabins as of a 
plan that would raise the 
coital into JD6 million. 

Mathiew Afonazountas, 
the deputy director who 


represents the Greek firm 
which owns 50 per cent of 
the company's capital, said 
his firm will extend tech- 
nological assistance to the 
project as well as mainte- 
nance work. 

*Tbe experience gained 
over five years in this field 
in Greece will be trans- 
fetred into Jordan in few 
months,” Mr. Vonazountas 
said. 

He told reporters at a 
joint press conference on 
Thursday that ALO will 
use a Greek-made cabins 
with French and German 
made cards that would 


replace coins for the use in 
these cabins. 

Mr. Majali said that ALO 
will sell two types of cards 
for the users of cabins. 
One type will cost JD3 for 
local, national and mobile 
c^s and the other will 
cost JD15 which would 
allow users to make inter- 
national telephone calls as 
well, be said. 

He said that his firm has 
distributed the cabins in 
different places such as 
•parks, ma^ets, ministries, 
bcKels and airports. 

The telephone charges 
will include the fare of the 


call, as priced by the Jor- 
dan Telecommunication 
Company (JTC), plus 10 
per cent as additional tax, 
levied by the JTC, and 
additional 14 fils that 
would go to ALO. 

Last April, the JTC has 
floated a tender to supply 
the Kingdom with the put^ 
lie telephone services. 
Eighteen firms applied for 
the tender but only two of 
them, ALO and JPP, were 
chosen by the JTC to carry 
out the project. 
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DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs ini 8k Gold • • 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 
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ntleholders AJ >^dat will go into the second round with a five-point lead (file photo) 


Premier League’s 
1 st round concludes 

Wihdat maintain lead after 6-0 win 


By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The first 
round of the Premier 
League Championship con- 
cluded Friday with no 
change on the 10-team 
stanttings following the 
ninth week of matches. 

Id Friday’s games, both 
titleholders A1 Wihdat and 
former champs A1 Faisali 
scored impressive wins 
scoring nine goals altoge±- 
er. 

A1 Wihdat consolidated 


thdf lead after a 6-0 win 
over last-placed A1 Karmel 
to lead tte standings with 
25 points, while A1 Faisali 
scored a 3-0 win over A1 
Jaziieh but remained in 
third place with 19 points. 

A1 Ramtha held on to sec- 
ond place with 20 points 
after ±eir disappointing last 
minute 2-2 draw against 9ih 
placed Shabab A1 Hussein. 

A1 Hussein are fourth 
after ±eir 1-0 win over 
Baqaa, while A1 Ahli and 
Qa^sieh remained 

halfway through the stand- 


ings after their 0-0 draw. 

Al Wihdat remained the 
only unbeaten team in the 
competition hoping to win 
the second title of the year 
after winning the Cup 
timers Cup at the onset of 
the season. 

Al Faisali won the 
Federation Shield, and the 
fourth title of the year — the 
Jordan Cup — is now in its 
final stages. 

The second round of the 
Premier League will kick 
off next month. 


STANDINGS 


Tbain 

E 

h: 

D 

L 




-Wihdat 

9 

8 

. L 

0 

19 

3 

25 


9 

6 

2 

1 

16 

6 

2d 

i-.Fais^ 

9 

6 • 

1 

2 

27 

9 

19 

.^Hussein 

9 - 

- 6 ■ 

1 - 

. 2 •— 

' 17 

U- • 

19 

(jadisieh 

9 

3. 

2 

4.U . 

.10 

13 

11 

;:Ahh 

9 

2 

4 

3 

17 

16 

io 

;‘','J'aziieh ; 

9 

2 

2 

5 

9 

15 ■ 

8 

*• fiaqaa 

9 

2 

6 

7 

9 

.19 

6 

-SHussdn 

9 

1 

2 

6 

6 

16 

5 

- KarineT 

9 

1 

1 

7 

6 

28 

4 


Green Bay and New England 
in Super Bowl rematch 


FOXBORO tAFP) — New England host 
Green Bay in a rematch of last January's 
Super Bowl on Monday, both teams boast- 
ing identical records and trying to pull 
away fix>m their National Football League 
livaLs. 

Green Bay, the reigning Super Bowl 
champions, share the lead in the NFC 
Centnd division with Minnesota and 
Tampa Bay, all with five wins and two 
defeats this season. 

Whatever the outcome in Massachusetts, 
either the \^kings or the Buccaneers will 
end up with at least a share of the NFC 
Central lead after they play in Tampa Bay 
on Sunday. 

New England are tied for the lead in the 
AFC East with Miami, who host winless 
Chicago. 

Both the Packers and the Patriots have 
battled through major injuries already this 
season. Green Bay lost running back Edgar 
Bennett and coroerback Craig Newsome to 
season-ending injuries and defensive tackle 
Gilbert Brown has missed a few garntM: 
with a knee injury. The Patriots have 
weathered the losses of two key players — 
wide receiver Terry Glenil and defencive 
end Willie McGinest — for a number of 
games. 

Brett Favre passed for two touchdowns 
and ran for another and Desmond Howard 
scored on a 99-yard kickoff remm in Green 
Bay's 35-21 win over New England in last 
January s Super Bowl at the Superdome. 
Favre completed 14-of-27 passes for 246 
yards and played virtually mistake-free 
football. 

But the Patriots will not have to contend 
with Howard, who signed in the off-season 
as an unrestricted ftee agent wth Oakland. 

The Packers escaped with a 24-23 win at 
Chicago on October 12th before hitting 
their bye week last week. 


The Patriots lost to .their former coach 
Bill Parcells last Sunday, ialling to tiie New 
Yoric Jets. 24-19, at the Meadowlands. 

New England may still be shellshocked 
after backup Jets quarterback Glenn Fol^ 
came off the bench and directed three sec- 
ond half scoring drives. Foley r^laced an 
ineffective Neil O'Donnell and completed 
17-of-22 passes for 200 yards and one 
touchdown. 

Two more 5-2 teams, Jacksonville and 
Pittsburgh, battle for supremacy in the AFC 
Central Division on Sunday. 

The two teams met in Week Four on a 
Monday night when Travis Davis blocked 
Nonn Johnson's game-winning field goal 
attempt and reserve safety Chris Hudson 
returned it 58 yards for a touchdown on the 
game's final pj^_a$ the Jaguars held on for 
a 30-21 victory. 

The game will probably hinge on tiie per- 
formance of the two quarterbacks. For 
Pittsburgh. Kordell Stewart has completed 
87-of-157 for 1,149 yards and nine touch- 
downs while being intercepted eight, times. 

Mark Brunell has hit on 89-of-l50 for 
1,018 yards and seven touchdowns with 
three interceptions. His quarterback rating 
of 59.3 ranks fourth in the AFC. 

Other Week Nine match-ups are: 
Baltimore at Washington, Cincinnati at 
New York Giants, Dallas at Philadelphia, 
Denver at Bufi^o. Kansas at Sl 
L ouis, San Francisco at New Orleans, 
Tennessee at Arizona, 'Indianapolis at San 
Diego. Oakland at Seattle and Atlanta at 
Carolina. 
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Brazil 
chief lets 
stars stay 
in Italy 


ROME (AFP) — Mario 
Zagalo had good news 
for Italy's top clubs but 
bad news for U.S. soccer 
fan-; on Friday, when the 
Brazil coach said his best 
players will miss the 
Gold Cup next February. 

With Inter Milan hav- 
ing built their team 
around Ronaldo. AS 
Roma’s defence based on 
Aldair and Cafti and AC 
Milan needing Andre 
Cruz and Leon^o. the' 
top Seiie A sides had all 
b^n fearing the worst 

Already resigned to los- 
ing their men for three 
league games during the 
Confederation Cup in 
Saudi Arabia in 
December, they were 
dreading another full- 
scale call up for the U.S. 
tournament from Feb 1- 
15. 

But Zagalo explained 
that there are linuts on 
the number of friendlies 
which a coach can insist 
on players leaving their 
clubs to attend. 

‘Tn December, I'll be 
taking the players I'm 
most interested in with 
me to Saudi Arabia, those 
±at I plan to take to 
France for the World 
Cup," he said. 

‘’llie Confederation 
Cup is an official FIFA 
event, unlike the Gold 
Cup, which is being 
organised by CONCA- 
CAF and which could 
also cause me a few prol^ 
lems over the number of 
fiiendlies. 

“There are -five games 
in the Gold Cup and if 1 
mak e all. the probable 
World Cup squad play 
each match. I'll use up 
my bonus. “As a result. 
I'd lose the right to call 
them up for two or three 
games, which. I think 
would be more important 
and more revealing, and 
which I’d like to play just 
before the World Cup. 

‘There’s one in March 
against Germany, one in. 
April — but agairut who 
I don't know yeti and a 
third in May. My' inten- 
tion, as far as the tourna- 
ment in February is con- 
cerned, is to leave tiie 
best players behind. And 
I obviously won’t be call- 
ing them up for foe 
fiiendly against Wales at> 
Brasilia on November 
12.” 

On It^y’s chances of 
qualifying for Fiance '98 
in their play-off with 
Russia, Za^o said; “In 
Moscow, Italy will riot be 
playing against Russia, 
th^ will be playing 
against themselves. 
“Q ualify ing is entirely 
down to them, and if they 
.don't make, it will mean 
fo^ don't deserve it and 
aren't in a condition to go 
to France.” 

But he added: “People 
mi ght think that I’m 
crazy, but I'll be support- 
ing Italy. TTiey've won 
three World Cups and the 
tournament would be all 
foe poorer without foem." 
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Rodman stays with the Bulls 


CHICAGO (AFP) — Forward Dennis Ftodman has re- 
signed with foe Chicago Bulls for one more year, the 
Bulls announced Thur^ay. 

There were no further details on foe dleal, which was 
announced shoitiy after a deadline set l>y foe Bulls for 
Rodman to give his final response. 

On OctobOT 8. foe two sides had agreed to a deal report- 
edly worth $4.5 million in base salary plus a rimiiar 
amount in incentives lied to Chicago Bulls victories. 

But Rodman, the National Basketbitil Association 
(NBA)'s rebounding champion the last six years, had 


balked at signing and threatened to retire after complain- 
ing about what he saw as an unfair incentive-laden con- 
tract. 

Two weeks ago. Rodman was not able to complete a 
physical at foe time due to a case of bronchitis. He final- 
ly passed foe physical over foe weekend and met with 
general manager Jerry Krause. 

Rodman made SIO million last season and helped the 
Bulls win a fifth NBA title in seven years. 



Chelsea’s Gianluca Vialli (L) fights for the ball with IVomso’s Stein Nilsen (C) as an 
unidentified Chelsea player comes in fbr.inipport (R) dnrii^ a blizzard wbi^ hit the 
second-roimd first-I^ match. IVomso, 150-1 outsiders to win the Eoropean Cup 
Wiimners’ Cup, upset favourites Chel^i 3-2 during a freezing night of farce deep 
inside the Arctic Circle (Renters photo) 


Eurooean Cud Winners Cm 


Vicenza and Stui^art all 
but book tbelr places 


PARIS (AFP) — Vicenza ■ 
and Stuttgart looked cer- 
tainties for a place in 'foe 
.third-round ' of . foe 
European Cup Winners ' 
(2up Thursday night when 
th^ swept to away vic- 
toiries — Vicenzh scoring a 
3-1 win agmnsi Shakhtar 
Donetsk in the Ukraine and 
Stuttgart hammering 
Ekeren 4-0 in Belgium. 

But it took two goals in 
the last five, minutes from 
Italian ace Luca ^^alli to ■ 
keep Chelsea in the bunt 
against Norwegian part- 
timers Tromso who scored . 
a shock 3-2 home victory 
bn a water-logged home 
pitch in a match which 
ended in near blizzard con- 
ditions. 

Elsewhere.' . French sec- 
ond division Nice twice 
came from behind to force . 
a 2-2 draw against visiting 
Slavia FYague while Greek . 
hopes A)^ . Athens and 
Betis of Spain scored 2-0 
home wins over Sturm 
Graz of Austria and ■ FC 
Copenhagen. 

In the- other inatches' 
Lokomotiv J^oscow ' 

snatched a 2-1 wm over 
visiting ‘Kocaelispor of . 
Ttirkey and Roda JC . 
Kerioade of. the 


‘Netherlands 'were-2^ away 
winners ove r Piimorie bif 
Slovenia.*' " 

For Vicwfiza, Pasqu^e 
Luiso opened the scoring 
after just 30 seconds, and 
then supplied foe pass for 
Massimo Be^foetto to make 
it 2-0 in the ,S5fo minute. 
And. although Gennady 
Zubov pulled one back for 
Sh^tar, Luiso struck 
again in the third minute of 
injury time. 

It was an impressive per- 
formance from a Vicenza 
side, who showed none of 
the scars from Sunday’s 4- 
0 mauling by Brescia in the 
Sene A. 

Stuttgart turned on a 
tremendous ' second-half 
performance . to crush 
Ekeren. The; two teams 
turned rouad -with the 
Germans la ding 1-0 
thanks tO a goal tWO min - 
utes before ti^-time from 
Bobic. Bobic: scored again 
on foe hour, six minutes 
after Akpoborie had made 
it 2-0. Akpoborie scored 
again a quanter of an hour 
before the fin.al whistle. 

Chelsea’s ;player-manag- 
er Ruud Gul'lit was clearly 
angry, when Polish referee 
Jacek Granat allowed foe 
English Prenuership club’s 


- tie. lo go .ahead in Norway. 
. after foe snow covers were 
lifted to reveal a saturated 
Alfheim Stadium pitch. 

And his worst fears were 
realised as his team strug- 
gled while foe home side 
took a 2-0 half-time lead 
thanks to goals from 
Steinar Nilsen and Frode 
Fermann. 

'As foe match continued 
foe already waterlogged 
surface became even 
worse when heavy snow 
began to fall and Chelsea 
also bad to battle a bitter 
cold wind blowing in their 
faces. But five minutes 
from time Vialli skated 
through foe area and slotted 
into the back of the net 

Gullit immediately tried 
to send on Andy Myers for 
injured French defender 
Frank Leboeuf but he was 
ignored and within sixty 
seconds. Ole Martin Arst 
had made it 3-1 for 
Tromso. 

however, again 
ploughed his way into foe 
area in foe dying seconds 
and he managed to clip the 
ball past Tore Andre 
Grenerseo to keep 
Chelsea’s hopes alive for 
foe return in London in two 
week’s time. 


European Clips Scores 


Champions Cap . ' ’ ' . 

• Group A 

. Parma (Italy) i, Bozus^aj.-Dortmu^ ■ 
l'G«iiiany)0 .:-/v . 

Sparta Ptague 3, Galamsaray 0 *, 

•Groups . " ’ . ■: 

Manchester United .(En^wd)!. ;.2, : 
Feyenootd (Netherlands) 1 
ffosice (Slovakia) 0, Juventds (Italy) 1 

• Group C ■ • . ' ' ■ 

Dynamo Kiev (Ukraine) 3, Barcelona 

(Spain) 0 . ' • 

Psv- l^dhoven (Ndheriands) • • L ' 
Newcastle (England) 0 
-•Grpup'D' 

Ro.senborg- j^orway) 2,- FC : . Prato . 
(Portugal) 0 • 


'■ Re^. Madrid '.(Spain) 5, Olym'jnakos 
tGreece) 1 ' . . 

■ • Group E ' 

. Besiktas- (Ibikey) ' I. IFK Gotebozg 
(Sweden) 0 . 

. Bayran Munich (Genhany') 5, Paris Saint 
Ge rmain (France)^'! 

• Group F 

Monaco (France) 5, Lieise (Belgium) 1 
- Sporting ' Lisbon (Portugal) 0, Bayer 
.Leverkusen (Germany) 2 


UEFA Cop 

, Second Round (First Leg) 

- Rapid Vienna (Austria) 3, 1860 Munich 
(Germany) 0 
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Italy lose 
goalkeeper 
for key 
match 


ROME (AFP) — Italy's 
hopes of qualifying for 
foe 1998 World Cup finals 
suffered a setback on 
Friday, when injury ruled 
goalkeeper .Angelo 
Peruzzi out of next week’s 
first-leg play-off with 
Russia. 

Peruzzi slipped over in 
Slovakia on Wednesday 
night, just a few minutes 
into Juventus' European 
Champions League tie 
against Koscice. He was 
later replaced by 
Michelangelo Rampulla. 

Called up by Italy coach 
Cesare Maldini on 
Thursday, he arrived at 
their Borghesiana training 
base here for an examina- 
tion by national team doc- 
tor Andrea Ferretti. only 
to be told he would not 
recover in time. 

A scan by club special- 
ists in 7\irin had earlier 
revealed a pulled adductor 
muscle in his right thigh, 
similar to foe injury suf- 
fered by his club and 
international teammate 
Giro Ferrara. 

Fearing foe worst. 
Maldini had already 
called up two reserve 
goalkeepers in his 24-man 
squad; Gianluca Pagliuca. 
who played in the 1994 
World Cup finals, and 
Parma's teenage sensa- 
tion, Gianluigi Buffbn. 

Maldini now faces a 
lengthening injury list for 
a game his side must win 
if they are to avoid having 
to play foe return in 
Naples on November 15 
under monumental pres- 
sure. 

Ferrara, who missed foe 
qualifier against England, 
is still unavailable, while 
there are major doubts 
over foe coach’s son and 
team skipper Paolo. 

The AC Milan defender 
is nursing an ankle injury 
and hasn't played since 
limping off at foe 
Olympic s tadium against 
Glenn Hoddle's side two 
weeks ago. 

Juventus midfielder 
Angelo Di Urio, though 
technically suspended for 
next week's game, is out 
for two months anyway 
after tearing a calf muscle 
against Kosice. 


ffiphan Til M in 
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Kurt Russell ... in 


ESCAPE 
FROM L.A. 


Alicia Silverston & 
Amy Heckerling ... in 


Tommy Lee Jones & 
Will Smith ... in 


coHcoao * 1 * 


CLUELESS 


MEN IN BLACK 


Shows: 12:30,3:30, 6:15, 
8:30. 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10,30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 
8:30. 10:30 


Ceena Da\'is & ■ 
SamuelJackson ...in 
THE LONG KISS 
GOOD NIGHT 
(12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30) 


. -ABOOUN 


Nicholas Cage ... m 


ABDOUN 

Van Damme... in 


CON AIR 


DOUBLE TEAM 


COBCeilB 'A* 


TOO HOT TO HANDLE ' S/7ows;3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only- J\ J\ 


Watch out for the new play 
THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVIC3E 

OF PEOPLE 
Starring Hisham Yanes 
andAmal Dabbas 
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German driver Michael Schumacher adjusts his mirror in the pits October 24 in the 
Jerez racetrack during the free practice sessions. Schumacher wiD face r«w»H8a» 
Jacques Villenenve on Sunday’s European Formola One Grand Pris to decide the 
new world champion (Iteuters photo) 

Villenueve wins opening skirmish 


JEREZ (AFP> — Jacques ViUeneuve put 
the pressure on Michael Schumacher when 
be finished third on Friday afier the first 
unofficial practice for the European Grand 
Prix. 

The German, who has a one point lead in 
the chase for the championship, could only 
manage ninth fastest in his Ferrari. 

But \^eneuve very nearly crashed out 
when he made an unscheduled crip across 
the gravel of the circuit in southern Spain 
after he messed up his entry into a comer. 

The Canadian, who must finish ahead of 
Schumacher and in the points in Sunday's 
race to take the drivers' dtle. was lying a 
lowly ninth quickest as he was forced b£:k 
into the pits to have his Willi ams checked 

OUL 

But he responded to the setback with a 


blistering lap to take third place. 

\^eneuve was just under two-tenths-of> 
a-second adrift of first day pacesetter Olivi- 
er Fanis in the ProsL 
Outgoing world champion Damon Hill 
indicated his determination to finish the 
season for Arrows- Yamaha on a high with 
second spot, a few ±ousands of a second 
ahead of former team-mate ViUeneuve. 

Heinz-Harald Fremzen was sixth quickest 
in ±e other WtUiams with McLaren's 
David Coulthard, who did not post a time in 
the opening session, winding up eighth 
fastest. 

Schumacher, looking for his third drivers' 
crown, was nearly eight-tenths-of-a-second 
off the pace in his Ferrari. 

Team-mate Eddie Irvine was 12th. 


FA accuse Italian authorities 
of deliberate intimidation 

LONDON (AFP> — The Football Association (FA) on Fri- 
day accused the Italian authorities-of deliberate intimida- 
dop, in their rmn into the disturbances surrounding (be 
Italy V England World Cup match in Rome. 

The Italian police baton-charged England fans during the 
match on October 1 1 . sparking a war of words between the 
two countries as to who was to blame for the trouble. 





Florida Marlins players slap hands after they defeated 
the Cleveland Indians 8-7 in game five of the World 
Scries. Florida leads aeveland three games to two, and 
is heading back home for game six (Reuters photo) 

Marlins win 8-7 

CLEVELAND (AFP) — Livan Hernandez’s “other 
watched her son pitch his second victory of the World 
Series, even if she was not allowed to attend. 

Hernandez, who defected from Cuba in 1995, bwed 
Florida past Geveland 8-7 here Thursday to give the M^- 
lins a 3-2 lead in the besi-of-seven basebaU championship. 

The former Cuban national hurler tossed 142 pitches over 
eight innings in an iron-man effort that eased pressure on a 
tired set of Florida relievers. 

Hernandez’s family remains in Cub^ 
mother was issued an emergency entry visa into the Umrea 
States, the Cuban government did not issue her an exit visa 
so she could leave to watch her son in person. 

Such permission w'as seen as unlikely b«ause Hernan- 
dez's departure was an embarassment to Cuba and his 
brother Orlando, a former Cuban Olympic hero, has been 
banished for life for considering a defection. 

Livan, a 22-vear-old Cuban right-hander, said people ^ 
home were able to see his performance after a U.S. bro^- 
caster beamed the game into the Communist island, locat- 
ed only 90 miles into the Caribbean Ocean. 

When asked how he knew his mother watched, Hernan- 
dez smiled and said, “It's a secreL” 

What was obrious was how important ste was to Her- 
nandez. a man w'ho left behind one naoon but who is s^ 
trying to find himself in a new homeland where he has 
wealth but litde guidance. . . . . .. . t 

“When I get out there, I reaUy can t think abo^* 
wiU get into a lot of trouble," Hern^dez smd 1 hCT 
out there with me. but I can’t think about her^ think about 
her before I go out there. I think about her . . 

After his wrfonnance. even nvals were thinking that 
Hernandez had served notice of future stardom. 


SPORTS 
IN BRIEF 


Piccard wins 
women’s World 
Cup opener 

TIGNES (AFP) — 
France's Leila Piccard 
won the women's opening 
World Chip skiing event of 
the season when she took 
the parallel slalom here on 
Friday. Piccard beat Swe- 
den's Ylva Nowen in the 
final. Third place went to 
Alexandra Meissnitzner 
of Austria when beat Ger- 
many's Martina Ertl. 

Chavez 
undergoes 
elbow surgery 

MEXICO (AFP) — Mexi- 
co's Julio Cesar Chavez, 
whose World Boxing 
Council (WBC) light-wel- 
terweight title fight 

against compatriot Miguel 
Angel Gonzalez was post- 
poned uadi January after 
he injured his left elbow in 
t raining, has undergone 
surgery on the injury. The 
former world champion, 
whose aim will be in plas- 
ter for at least a fortnight, 
hopes to be able to restart 
trainiug for die fight 
against Gonzalez in 
December. The WBC 
crown was left vacant by 
Oscar de la Hoya in April. 

N. Ireland sack 

manager 

LONDON (AFP) — 
Northern Ireland sacked 
Bryan Hamilto n as nation- 
al team manager on 
Thursday. The 50-year- 
oid former Leicester boss, 
in charge for the past three 
and a half years, bad his 
contract terminated short- 
ly before it was due to. 
expire. Hamilton's dis- 
missal follows the failure 
of Northern Ireland to 
qualify for next year’s 
World Cup finals. The 
team had just one win in 
their quailing campaign 
— at home to Albania. 
Under Hamilton Northern 
Ireland won only eight of 
31 matches. 
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Sacchi 
may be 
Nigeria’s 
next coach 


MILAN (AFP) — Former 
Italy coach Airigo Sacchi is 
considering an offer to 
coach Nigeria to the 1998 
World Cup finals. 

Sacchi, whose team came 
within two minutes of being 
knocked out of the 1994 
finals in the United Slates by 
the Super Eagles, is serious- 
ly considering the offer and 
will make a decision within 
days. 

Current betting is that he 
will say ‘no’. Though fasci- 
nated by the sporting chal- 
lenge of taking charge of the 
most exciting new nadon in 
world footbalL Sacchi is 
concerned about the lan- 
guage barrier and the polid- 
cal climate of a country so 
far from Italy. 

Unlike Italy, Nigeria have 
already qualified for France 
‘98 and their Olympic team 
won the gold med^ at the 
1996 Atlanta Games. 

And it took an 88th minute 
equaliser from Roberto Bag- 
gio at Boston’s Foxboro Sta- 
dium three years ago to stop 
Italy from going out of the 
gronp phase of the World 
Cup to Nigeria. 

Sacchi won the European 
Cup twice with AC Milan 
before taking Italy to the 
final of USA ‘94, which 
they lost on penalties to 
Br^, but quit the national 
job last December to take 
over at his former club. 

However, he was replaced 
by Fabio Capello after a bit- 
terly disappointing season 
and is currently not coach- 
ing, despite having received 
a series of offers since the 
summer. 

Nigeria’s former coach. 
Freachmao Philippe 

Troussier. was sacked by the 
national federation aft£rr fail- 
ing to agree to contractual 
conditions. 


Jelweh leads 25 finishers 
in annual endurance race 


By Omar Earmi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A smiling 
HRH Princess Alia Friday 
received provisional first 
prize in the annual 
endurance race, as her 
horse, Jelweh, ridden by 
jockey AbduUab Hassan, 
came in filrsi and passed a 
fimess test, at the Royal 
Racing Club. 

A great cheer arose as 
HRH Princess Alia's horse 
entered the circuit at the 
club, after just under four 
hours, at breakneck speed. 

There was general 
amazement at the finish 
which was exceptional. 
One of the spectators 
endiused: ‘To do that after 
SOkilometres is incredi- 
ble." 

Although Jelweh had the 
fastest time, it had not yet 
won: winning pends a 
check-up by doctors to 
make sure the horse is in 
good health. In fact, the 
final result wUl only come 
after two weeks, after 
results firom blood samples 
for doping have been 
returned frt^ the U.K. 

The doctors check every 
horse after each 20km 
stage. If at any point they 
feel the horse is unfit to 
continue they will pull it 
out of the race. The horses 
wait 30 minutes between 
each stage where their res- 
piration rate, pulse rate 
and legs are checked. They 
are showered with cold 
water in order to cool 
down, and if they pass, the 
jockey receives a tag that 
wiU allow him to continue. 

After the finish a-blood 
test is taken, which will be 
sent to the U,i^ for exami- 
oatioGL l^ese are 
intemational standards 


applied to ensure that the 
horse is safe, and no cheat- 
ing takes place. 

As could be expected, 
the beat of the deseit sun-,- 
look it’s toU. Of JP2." 
starters, 86 horses 
the first stage. 65 tbe h^- 
way stage. 38 horses'mac^ * 
it through the third: .and'r: 
final stage, but only 
horses finishedl 

Of the many horses that 
were puUed out of the 
race, most were due to 
lame legs. HRH Princess 
Haya, and Mohammad 
Saleh, HRH Princess 
Alia’s husband, both 
retired after the first stage. 

Second in the race came 
Shoe Shot from Jordan’s 
Jafar Scud, and the only 
other nation competing, 
the UAE, took third place 
with Mohammad Fathi A1 
Ali's horse Sabil Al-SaecL 
The only female rider in 
the race, Josleen Abu- 
Ragheb, finished twelfth 
on A1 Mudhaba. The first 
twenty horses all received 
prizes. 

After the race. HRH 
Princess Alia expressed 
her satisfaction with toe 
event and thanked all toose 
who bad helped organise 
iL including sponsors Emi- 
rates Airlines, toe Royal 
Automobile Club of Jor- 
dan, and the 20 veterinari- 
an students fiom Jordan 
University of Science and 
Technology in Irbid, who 
were on-hand to lend 
assistance to the twelve 
doctors flown in from toe 
U.K. and Ireland. 

One of these, Hussain Al 
Dein, expressed his plea- 
sure at having attended toe 
race, and folt he had learnt 
a lot from toe British doc- 
tors he had worked under. 

That toe doctors and stu- 


dents had worked hard was 
evident in the treatment 
centre, where some horses 
were receiving intravenous 
drip, because they wm 
too exhausted to drink 
‘ toemselves. Water is 
•A dminis tered through a 
‘■'plastic tube which reaches 
the stomach via toe nose. 

Although there were no 
serious injuries, toe 
exhausted horses were the 
only major concern. "I 
have rarely seen horses so 
exhausted," said Rench- 
man Denis Letartre, toe 
newly appointed head 
trainer at toe Royal Sta- 
bles. 

"Apart from toe first 
horse, I thought all toe 
horses were coo exhausted. 
This means they need bet- 
ter training, better riding 
and better shoeing, if they 
are to compete intemation- 
aUy." 

'This is a project Mr. 


Letartre is specifically 
hiit^ to work on. Next 
month is toe World Cup in 
Qatar, for which Joidan 
hopes to enter three horses 
that will be chosen by Mr. 
Letartre. 

The aim is to establish an 
international team of some 
standing, and put Jordan 
on toe endurance race 
world map. 

The World Cup is the 
'first step, and a major 
intemational tournament 
here in Jordan is toe sec- 
ond, provisionaUy sched- 
I uled for next April. 

But perhaps toe best 
summaiy of a long and hot 
day is left to toe winning 
jockey, Abdullah Hassan. 

Smiling, but clearly 
exhausted, he expressed 
what surely both riders and 
organisers must have felt: 
‘T am very tired, and very 
happy!" 


Horse 


RESULTS 

Owner 


1. Jelweh 

2. Shoe Shot 

3. SabU Al-Saed 

4. Abu Maizer 

5. Nouwar 

6. Mahboub Sami 

7. Al Ghabra’a 

8. Thekriat 

9. Azbe 

10. AlJahed 

11. Medme’h 

12. AlMudahab 

13. TayrAl Sahia 

14. Mahboub Nasser 

15. Mahboubei M. 

16. ZeiaaKheil 
17: KbeOan 
18.AlAfra 

T9. Lamya’ Al Barq 
20. Sabeel 


HRH Princess Alia 
Jafar Stud 

Mahmmoud Al Ali (UAE) 
Waleed Al Assaf 
Waleed Al Assaf 
Mohammad Jubarrai 
Samir Hunaiti 
Azmi Mehiar 
Mahmoud Al Ali 
Sultan fihafwwt 
Raed Manasra 
Jordan Tbrf Qub 
Ismael Salim 
AbuTbha 

Mohammad Abu Hassan 

TabaAJ Shoubaki 

Kama] Al Bahu 

Haitoam Khalil 

Moussa Nuseirat 

Azmi Mehiar ' .iviVifiiiO' 


Bjorkman beats Kiefer as Korda ousts Rios 


STUTTGART (AFP) — 
Sweden’s Jonas Bjorkman 
continued the form which 
could take him into a place 
in next month’s end of sea- 
son championship finals as 
be demolished German 
hope Nicolas Kiefer 6-4, 6- 
2 f^or a place in toe semi- 
finals of toe S2.3 million 
Eurocard Open on Friday. 

Kiefer, the world No. 34, 
had no answer to the bril- 
liance of the 13to-seeded 
Swede, whose game has 
exploded into promineoce 
this year. 

Bjorkman, a U.S. Open 
semi-finalist who began the 
year at just 69to on toe ATP 
Tour, now have to wait 
to finri out his next oppo- 
nent with 16tb-seeded 
Dutchman Richard Krajcek 
and feUow Scandinavian 
Magus Larsson playing a 
night match at toe Schleyer 
HaUe. 

Bjoikman’s career has 
really taken off this year 
during which be won his 
first two titles, at Auckland 
in January and in Indi- 
anapolis prior to the U.S. 
Open. 

While toe day-to-day 
standings of the 13 men 
with a chance to claim toe 
final five places in toe 


finals wiU not be released 
until Saturday, Bjorkman 
almost certainly has made 
up toe ici-point gap behind 
French Open champion 
Gustavo Kuerten, who lost 
in toe third round on Thurs- 
day. 

Czech veteran Petr Korda 
earlier booked toe first 


place in the semis as be 
dented Marcelo Rios' Un- 
gering hopes of reaching 
next month's eight-man 
season-ending ATP Tour 
championship in Hanover. 

Korda, winner of seven 
career titles but none this 
year, ousted toe ninth-seed- 
ed Chilean 6-3, 6-4 to book 


a semi-final date against 
either third seed Patrick 
Rafter of Australia, toe 
U.S. Open holder, or 
unseeded American Todd 
Martin. 

Regarding Hanover, only 
Pete Sampras — a third 
round loser here to Richard 
Krajicek — second-round 
loser Michael Chang and 


Rafter have already quali- 
fied. 

The other five provisional 
places are held by Briton 
Greg Rusdski. Spaniards 
Carlos Moya and Seigi 
Bruguera. seventh-placed 
Austrian Thomas Muster 
and Kuerten. 


N MCA) 

ICA Amma 


On the 50th Anniversaiy year of India's lnd^>endence, ICA Amrr^ 
invites all Indians & their families to a festive evening to mark 
Deepavai & Gum NanakJayantionSIstOcL 1997, from 5 p.m. to 9 
pin. at Amman Orchid Hot^ ShmeisanL 
Win attractive prizes - a RAFFLE BONANZA of two free return 
tidtets to IncEa sponsored by Royal .Amianian. two free Sck^ by 
Jd Ainvays, and many more... 

For more Information contaeb 73638(V64720«885732 


Vorausselziing sind sehr gute Deutschlienntnisse in Wbrt und Sehrift 
sowie gute S^reitxnasdiinenkenntnisse. 

Bine liDntalte Sie Frau Monila 

Tel . Nr. 079 - 37769 





Refriger 
dining r 
fables, 
iron rac 

ator,. bedroom set with mattress, 
Dom, leather family room, coffee 
curio, grand father clock, lamps, 
<s. 

Tel^643206 







A REPUTABLE PUBLIC SHARE HOLDING CO. 
SEEKS TO EMPLOY; 


A Female Executive Secretary / Office Manager 
to the Managing Director 


Applicants must meet the following requirements; 

* University Graduate. 

* Minimum 5 Years Experience. 

* Excellent Command of English Language. 

* Typing, Faxes, Internet, Short hand and Computer Skills. 

* Ambitious, Self Motivated, Good Appearance. 

Should you meet the above, please send your resume along 
with a recent photograph to the following address; ^ 


f; V-V ViMA 





Trick or 



f ' ' ■'•‘(■r \ * % 



Al*. — _ r 




Slip into your favorite costume and 
venture into the thriiis and chills of 
the Halloween party at El-Pasha 
Nightclub. An e.\citing night of fun 
and games is in store f/om pumpkin 
pie-eating compefif/on fo sweet 
melon carving. 

Date: 31 O0ober 1997 

Ticket price: JD 17.50 inclusive 

For more information, please dial 
641361, ext 2141. 


HOTEL 

INTER-CONTINENTAL 

JORDAN 
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Clinton balking at meeting 
with Netanyahu — report 


Netanyahu hoped to meet 
President Clinton when he 
travels to the U.S. to address 
an American-Jewish con- 
grfts Nov. 16 in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 

“We're talking about a 
meeting for a half hour," a 
senior diplomat in the 
Israeli eml^sy told Yediot. 
“If the president would want 
it. the meeting could hap- 
pen. But the Americans are 
not interested in just another 
meeting." 

Officially, the 
House says the president 
has “prior engagements” 
that prevent him from meet- 
ing Mr. Netanyahu in mid- 
November and the prime 
minister's office said the 


leaders were still trying to 
coordinate their schedules. 

The Haaretz newspaper 
said another problem with a 
mid-November trip was that 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Alight would 
also be out of Washington at 
that dme to attend the 
MENA economic confer- 
ence in Qatar. 

The .. Israelis and 
Palestinians tentatively 
resumed talks Oct. 6 after a 
■ _ seven- month freeze but no 
White concrete progress has been 
reported. 

The U.S. and Palesdnians 
conrinue to demand that Mr. 
Netanyahu order a “time- 
out” in Jewish setilement 
expansion in Palestinian 


Arafat, Kohl discuss Mideast 
‘preoccupations’ in Germany 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A 
planned visit to the U.S. 
next month by Benyamin 
Netanyahu is in doubt 
because President Bill 
Clinton refuses to meet the 
Israeli prime minister in the 
^^nce of progress in the 
peace process, the Israeli 
daily. Yediot AhronoU 
reported Friday. 

Unidentified sources in 
Washington told the daily 
that President Clinton 
would like to announce tan- 
gible advances in negotia- 
tions with the Palestinians 
following any meeting with 
Mr. Netanyahu, but fe^ he 
would emerge emp^’-hand- 
ed. 

Israeli diplomats said Mr. 


BONN (AFP) — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat and 
German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl discussed their 
“increasing preoccupation” 
with the Mid^e East peace 
process in Bonn Friday, a 
German government 

spokesman said. 

They stressed the need to 
continue die peace process in 
a “detenxuD^ and construc- 
tive manned' and to work in 
a spirit of trust to the benefit 
of the populations involved, 
spokesman Herbert 

Schmuelling said. 

Chancellor bad 

assured President Arafat that 
Gfflnany and its European 
partners remained commu- 
ted to doing everything pos- 
sible to support die process, 
the spokesman added. 

The Palestinian leader is on 
a two-day visit to Gomany, 


NEW YORK (R) — The 
accused mastermind of die 
1993 World Trade Cenoe 
(WTC) bombing said be 
selected the twin towers over 
an Israeli taiget to mak& 
Americans leahse they were 
at war, a federal agent testified 
in New York. 

Before die government rest- 
ed its case against Ramzi 
Ahmad Yousef late on 
Wednesday, secret service 
agent Brian recounted 
Yousefs chilling aHmi«pjr>n to 
jurors in Manhattan Federal 
court 

A spokesman f(v U.S. atmr- 
ney Mary Jo White said on 
Tluirsday die government had 
rested its case, which began 
on July IS and brought over 
880 ^wemment exh^^ and 
testimony fiom 1 12 witness- 
es. The drfence begins its case 
on Tuesday. 

Mr. Parr testified diat during 
a six-hour conversation be and 
anodier agent had had vridi 
Yousef on a flight to New 
York after his 1^ arrest in 


be ginning with talks in Bonn 
focusing on die peace 
process and economic issues. 

President Arafet who was 
also due to meet Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel, fiik 
held talte with Parliamentary 
Speaker Rita Suessmuth, the 
parliamentary press service 
said. 

Meetings with Economics 
Minister Guenter Rexzodt 
and Hnance Minister Theo 
Waigel were also on his 
age^ for later j^day. 

He was to meet with Mr. 
Kinkel on Saturday. 

President Arafat arrived 
from France where he said 
Thursday that the latest 
Israeli-Palestinian peace 
talks under U.S. auspices had 
produced “no' result,” and 
that he was counting on 
European help. 

Speaking after talks in 


Pakistan, he told them that his 
motive for boml:^ die com- 
plex “was in retaliation for 
U.S. aid to Israel” 

“He related to us that during 
World War E, the Amencans 
had d ro pped the asamic 
bombs on the cities of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 
killing 2S0,(X)0 civilians, and 
he said that the Americans 
would realise if diQ^ suffered 
those types of casu^des that 
diey were at war;” Mr. Parr 
said 

AttOTney Parr also testified 
that Yousrf told him be origi- 
nally had considered a 
cyanide gas attack on the 
WTC but gave up on the poi- 
son because it was “too 
expensive.” 

Yousef also said he would 
have built “a more efficient 
bomb,” more deadly than the 
urea nitrate bomb used in the 
actual blast, if he barf baH 
more mon^. He said his: 
financing came firxn his feiff- 
ily and ffiends, the agent saicL 

Youset who claims 


Paris with French President 
Jacques Chirac, he smd “die 
most important is to see how 
we can bring the Israeli gov- 
ernment to implement” the 
Oslo peace accords. 

Dur^g his brief visit the 
Palestinian president also 
met Prime Minist^ Lionel 
Jospin and gave a speech to 
the ruling b^y of the UJ^. 
Educational ^entific and 
Cultural Oi^anisation 
(UNESCO). 

President Arafat told 
UNESCO that the peace 
process was “in a black tun- 
nel.” 

^e crisis is exacerbated 
by the Israeli government 
which has persevered in 
annexing the Palestinian ter- 
ritories, in building settle- 
ments and in expanding 
existing settlements” he 
said. 


J^ilestinian and Pakistani 
ancestry, was indicted in 1993 
on charges of taking part in 
the bombing, along with four 
Islamists convicted in 1994. 
The four were each sentenced 
m 240 years in prison for their 
roles in the Feb. 26, 1993, 
blast, which killed six people 
and injured thousands. 

Prosecumrs caDed the WTC 
bombing the first major terror- 
ist attack on U.S. soil 

Mt Parr said Yousef also 
told him he was “disippo in t- 
ed” when die first news 
accounts of the blast indicated 
that only one peisoa bad been 
killed He said his plan was 
for one tower to topple die 
odier Mr. Parr said he had 
asked Yousef why 
Mohammad Salameh tried to 
get his $4(X) deport bade on 
die rental van us^ to carry the 
5443 kflogramme bomb into 
tfae'complex. *Tfe looked su 
m^ widi a grin and in one 
wcM-said, ‘stupid’,” Mr. Pair 
testified SalaiKh was con- 
victed in the first WTC trial 


areas but the right-wing 
prime minister has repeat- 
edly refused this. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy and Palestinian 
National Authoriw negotia- 
tor Mahmoud Abbas are 
slated to meet in 
Washii^on next week to 
discuss the “rime-oui” and 
an overdue Israeli with- 
drawal of troops from 
Palestinian areas. 

Israeli President Ezer 
W'eizman returned from 
Washington earlier this 
month reporting the admin- 
istration expressed a lack of 
trust in Mr. Netanyahu and 
that diey could not depend 
00 him. 


Syria missed 
‘historic 
opportunity’ 
to regain 
Golan — 
Christopher 

TEL AVIV (AFPl — 
Syrian President Hafez 
Assad missed an “historic 
opportunity” to regain 
control of the Golan 
Heights by not grasping 
peace overtures mm for- 
mer Israeli leader Yitzhak 
Rabin. former U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said in an 
interv'iew published 
Friday. 

Mr. Christopher told the 
Haaretz newspaper that 
President Assad’s “mis- 
trust and su^icion” of 
peace offers nom Rabin 
and his successor as 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres kept him from 
responding. 

“He examined it so 
extensively and exhaus- 
tively that he missed the 
opportunity,” Mr. 

C^stopher said in what 
was billed as bis first 
interview on the Middle 
East situation since leav- 
ing office early this year. 

“My own view is that he 
missed an historic oppor- 
tunity to achieve a return 
of the Golan, or return of 
territory,” the former sec- 
retary of state said. 

Israeli officials have 
acknowledged that before 
his assassination in 
November 1995, Rabin 
bad inforraed Mr. 
Christopher of his will- 
in^ess to cemsider an 
Israeli withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights and 
other territory captured 
from Syria in the 1967 
Middle East war. 

The offer was conffition- 
al on Syria agreeing to 
sign a foil peace treaty 
with Israel and provide 
security arrangements 
which would ensure pro- 
tection for Israel against 
possible surprise attacks. 


’93 twin towers BoiiiB carried 
war message to U.S. — suspect 



SERIAL BUNGLER: A leftist Israeli woman displays an anti-Netanyahu poster 
durii^ a demonstration against the Israeli prime minister ^day. Handies of 
left-wingers called for Mr. Netanyahu to resign after he made remarks earlier in 
the week saying leftist Israelis forgot they were Jews. An open microphone picked 
up Mr. Netanyahu’s comments to a lead^g rabbi on TuestUy, unW>a<thing & tide of 
public criticism (Reuters photo) 


Pentagon finds no conspiracy 
to hide Gnlf war logs in probe 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Pemagon investigaron: con- 
cluded on Tburs^y thar the 
U.S. military did not con- 
spire to destroy missing doc- 
uments related w> possible 
cttenucal or bi<^ogical conta- 
mination of U.S. troops in 
tbe 1991 Gulf war. 

But a report released ty tbe 
defence department in^)ec- 
tor ^neral said an army offi- 
cer was under criminal inves- 
tigation for taking classified 
documents that might shed 
li^t on tbe Pentagon's 
im^tigatioD of Gulf war ill- 
ness. 

It said the U.S. central 
command did not safeguard 
its sdU-missing computer 
logs in SaiKfi Arabia and 
Florida as it should have, but 
found “noevittence of acost- 
spiracy to destroy tbe miss- 
ing logs, either by individu- 
als or oiganisations.” 

Tbe Peotagon is investigat- 
ing complaints ranging from 
loss of memory to chronic 
be^iaches by some 60.(XX) 
Gulf war veterans, but has 
found no common cause or 
concrete evidence they were 
sickeued by Iraqi chemical 
or biolo^c^ agents. 

Tbe mining logs, includ- 


20 U.S. waipkmes watching Iraqi zone i^um home 

MANAMA (AP) — Twenty U.S warplanes, which arrived 
here last month to support a “no-fly zone" over southern 
Iraq, have returned home, a U.S. military official said 
Thursday. Tbe squadron of F-13 and F-16 fighter jets came 
to Bahr^ last month from mountain home air force base 
in Idaho to be deployed temporarily on the island. ‘They 
returned borne this week after performing their task.” said 
Lieutenant Colonel Marc Martens, spokesman for tbe 
Riyadh-based joint task force South West Asia. “Some of 
the 1.000 support personnel which bad b^n deployed with 
the warplanes have also been redeployed and tbe'remain- 
ing will be returning by tbe end of the month.*' Ll Col 
Martens told tbe As^iated Press by telephone. 


ing reports of possible detec- 
tion ^ diemical agents or 
contamination of troops in 
tbe Arab Gulf, were ^^Tar- 
ently mistakenly erased ffom 
computer discs after being 
sent back to tbe U.S., accord- 
ing to Pentagon Inspector 
General Eleanor Hill. 

But her report said tbe final 
whereabouts of the logs, 
mostly kept on laptop com- 
puters in Saudi Arabia and 
later sent back to central 
command headquarters in 
Florida, were still a mystery. 

Tbe key missing logs 
apparently covered an eight- 
day peri^ when U.S. sol- 
di^ blew up an Iraqi ammu- 


nitioo dump at Kamasiyah in 
soutiieni Iraq shortly after 
tbe war ended in 1991. 

Thursday's report did not 
identify the officer under 
criminal investigation, but 
one defence official said pri- 
vately that tbe officer was “in 
serious trouble for apparent- 
ly taking classified docu- 
ments home.” 

(julf war veterans groups 
hove accused tbe Pentagon 
of not taking their initial 
complaints seriously, and 
allowing tbe problem to go 
on for years before begin- 
ning an in-deptb probe in 
19% on orders from presi- 
dent Bill Clinton. 



By FVancesca Oriad 

Jordan Times Stc^ Reporter 


AMMAN — The in 
Amman's 3rd District is fierce 
and analysts find it bard to 
agree cm \tiio will win any of 
the five allocated seats (one 
Christian, one 

Circassian/Cbecbea. and three 
Muslim). 

The {xiesence of popular 
candidates, enjoying support 
from difieient segments of 
$od^, the participation of 
politic parties — alrac^ 
absent elsewhere in the 
Kingdom — and highly politi- 
cised election campaigns that 
feature national agendas rather 
than local aixi tribal issues, 
make this district unique in an 
otherwise dull campaig n for 
this year's polls, election 
watchm^ree. 

Including rich and poor 
from the capital's neightour- 


3rd Distiict, a barometer of political atmosphere, 
unique in otherwise dull 1997 election campaigns 


hoods of Shmeisani, Abdoun, 
Sweifieh. and Jabal A mman , 
as well as A1 Hussein refrigee 
camp, the 3rd Distiict could be 
con^dered a roiciocosm of the 
Jordanian society, that ana- 
lysts traditionally view as the 
barometer of die political 
atmosphere in tbe Kingdom. 

On Nov. 4, 117317 regis- 
tered voters, 43.7 per cent of 
which have so far collei^ 
their voting cards, will have to 
^oose from among 19 candi- 
tiates, a low' figure when com- 
pared to tbe average 

of six candidates per seal 

Ntxwithstanding the bttycott 
of the Islamists, who won their 
tint seat in tbe di^ct in die 
last elections and the bo>'coa 
of fonner ftime Miiiister 
Tahcr Masii, who represented 
tbe district both in the llth and 
12th Parliaments (1989-1997), 
the most ^minent candi <fe n»iy 
are cautious ab^ diw 
chances and many say diat the 
election results could bring 


about many surprises. 

Analysts however agree that 
competitiem is particularly 
heated for tbe minority seals. 

Communist Emily Naffiih, 
Ba'athist Khalil Haddaffin, 
and veteran leftist Issa 
Madanat, all conpedng for 
tbe one Christian seat, are 
favourites, but in different 
orders. 

‘T would say that Haddadin 
is die strongest, especially due 
to his impeccable record as an 
opposition figure in tbe last 
F^liament,” an Arabic news- 
p^jer columnist told the 
Jordan limes. 

Mr. Haddadin agrees of 
course, but says that “like 
evetybody else rutming in this 
disiria, I cannot say diat my 
victory is sure.” 

Mr Haddadin. who heads 
the Jordanian Arab Ba'ath 
Socialist Rffty, won tbe last 
elections witb 1382 votes. 

T\vo weeks ago, Minister of 
LitericB' Nathir Rashid ordoed 


down some of Mr. Haddadin's 
banners because they carried 
slogans describing Israel as 
“the 2onist eneniy.” 

Mods recentiy, die minister 
accus ed Ml Haddadin of 
finaDcing his caa^gn from 
“foreign sources.” an allusion 
to Iraq, si nce the candidate is 
allied to tbe Iraqi Ba'adi party. 

Aocording to a well- 
infotmed source, however; 
Ms. Naffeh has more chances 
of winning the district’s 
nirisfian seat noc only 
because of her A2-y^ experi- 
ence as a polhiaan and a 
women's ri^ts activist, but 
also because her Communist 
Party Secretary General 
Yao^ Zayaddin transfened 
his tribe's votes from his 
home-town, Karak, to tbe 3rd 
DisoicL 

Other rnriitfian candidates 
seem to have lesser chmoes. 
and most lely on tbe Christian 
vote, v^ich is estimated at 
17.600. 


They include; National 
Ckxistitutional Party OMCP) 
candidate Farah Rabadz, wbo 
won tbe Ajioun (Thristian seat 
in 19^, Odeb Qawas. a “new 
face” with strong ties to tbe 
Orthodox Onistian communi- 
ty, and a woman candidate, 
Nonna Nassan 

The Circassian seat is fierce- 
ly contested between outspo- 
opposition leader Toujan 
FeisaL wbo is also Jordan’s 
only woman dqxity, and 
NayefMouIa. 

Due to Ins curriculum as a 
former ambassador to 
Sing^rore, Brasil Indc»esia 
and Brunei, Secretary General 
at tbe Nfinisny of Information, 
and Head of tbe Press and 
Biblications Department, as 
well as his campaign slogans. 
Ml Moula is largely consid- 
ered a jxo-government candi- 
date. 

‘The battle betwe«i the two 
[Kfe. Faisal and Mr. Moula] is 
a battle between the gov'em- 


ment and oi^xisition,” an ana- 
lyst commented. 

Ms. EaisaL tiie analyst said, 
“seems to be tal^ for grant- 
ed her re-election, which is 
very dangerous. She is travel- 
ling all over tbe Kingdom sup- 
ptxting other candidate but 
she is not doing much in her 
own coDstitue^.” 

Ms. Faisal is targeting the 
electorate at large rather than 
concenttating on specific 
groups, which could prove 
less efiMve tban Mr. Moula’s 
campaign strategy. 

Mr. Moula is said to have die 
siqiport of no less than 2,500 
Circassian voters. 

“At tins stage of my cam- 
paign, 1 can say I have secured 
a comfoitable number of 
votes.’' Mr. Moula told the 
Jesdan Times in a telephone 
interview on Friday. 

One of tbe Muslim 
seats, analysis agree, will for 
sure go to former Deputy and 
Minister of Indusoy and Trade 


All AbuJ Raghdx 

Tbe 51-year old engineer 
has staged an effective cam- 
paign not sparing posters and 
televisioa appearances, and is 
said to enjcty the siq^iort of the 
busmess ctHrununity. 

Enjoying the support of 
Jordanians of Palestinian ori- 
gin, candidate Mazen Ryyal b 
expected to get a share of the 
6,000 votes from AI Hussein 
refugee camp. 

Also running for the Muslim 

seal is engmeer Moha mmad 
Kheir Kei^ tbe second offi- 
cial NCP candidate in this dis- 
tricL 

Observers say that Ml 
K eilam has good chances of 

w inning. 

Otiier Muslim candidates, 
all first-timers, are: Fathi 
Snoban Khalil Barakar Lutfi 
Baigbouo, Mohammad 
Sa' eed, Mumher Hala^ 
Ra ed Baqn, and Taieq 
Humeidi. 




N.Y. woman who 
refuses to mow lawn 
heads to court 

SK.\NE.MELES iRl — A 
woman who has refused to 
mow her lawn for four years 
heads to court next week in 
her effort to fend off angiy 
neighbours who want it cut. 
Bourke Kennedy, who IK’es 
in a village in upstate Men 
Yoik. says .she is noi grow- 
ins a lawn but a garden and 
has a righi to keep a mower 
from ruining her herbs and 
wild flowers. Neighbours 
say Kennedy's lawn ruins 
the neighbourhood and 
decreases their property val- 
ues. Village workers were 
set to mow her law-n this 
week, but slate Supreme 
Court Justice Parker Slone 
signed an order to keep the 
mowers away, at least tem- 
porarily. .Next Monday, 
another judge will decide 
whether to eTiforce the lem- 
porary restraining order. 

Husband made 
his wife deaf by 
shouting at her 

EXETER (.AFP) — A 58- 
year-old man with hearmg 
problems made his wife vir- 
tually deaf by shouting at 
her, a juiy decided at a court 
in this southwestern English 
rity Friday. The wife, wbo 
now wears a hearing ^d and 
has divorced her husband, 
filed a complaint alter three 
incidents in 1995 and 1996 
when she said her husband 
seized her by the arm and 
shouted into her ear. Peier 
Pryor denied the events bad 
occurred, but the jury 
returned a verdict of guilty, 
and the judge will pro- 
nounce sentence in the com- 
ing weeks. 

World body sees 
^SpaceTourism’ 
by 2020 

ISTANBUL (R) — Tourists 
may be holidaying in space 
rather than beach resorts by 
the year 2020 as fee number 
of international iiaveUeis 
triples from cunent levels, a 
World Tourism Organisation 
IWTO) report obtained on 
Thursday said. In a series of 
forecasts, the group predict- 
ed annual tourism receipts 
would rocket to $2 trillion 
by 2020 from $423 billion. 
In 1996 as tbe number of 
international arrivals leaps 
to 1.6 billion from S9S mil- 
lion. Tbe report identified 
“tbe advent of near space 
tourism” as one of the trends 
that will shape the industry 
in the 21st century. ‘The 
emergent space tourism of 
that time w^ be by defini- 
tion an activity which is 
undertaken largely la isola- 
tioo," tbe report said. 

Frencfa ‘apples' 
turn out to be huge 
Vodka haul 

ROSSLARE (AFP) — A 
truck arriving here on a feny 
fiom the French port of 
Cherbourg, which was sup- 
posedly carrying a consign- 
raent of apples, was found 
instead to contain 13,200 
bottles of Vodka. Customs 
officials in this southeastern 
towm said Friday that the 
seizure w^ worth around 
$300,000. The driver of the 
container truck, an Irishman 
in his thirties, was detained 
for questioning and a file is 
being prepared for the coun- 
try's Director of Public 
Prosecutions, police said. 

Spice Girl back in 
action in their tour 

LONDON (AFP) — Spice 
Girl Geri Halliwell will get 
back to work on Saturday 
after suffering a bout of food 
poisoning, a spokesman ^ 
tbe British pop group s»ti 
on Thursday, 'fiie Spice 
Girls had to cancel ao 
appearance ttt a charity con- 
cert in Sweden because their 
record label Virgin (Ed 
want to risk tte 25-yeaT" 
old’s faealtii in flying 
Jiqnn. On Satin^y; ^ 
will perfara in Germany 
the Eurc^iean 1^ of 
promotional tour. 







